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Ep:itle Dedicatory, 


| To his dearly belovea Big? 

ther and Siſter, Mr. F. C. 

and Mrs. E. C, the Au- 

Mor wiſheth Grace, Mercy 
}  anePeacc. 


Dear Friends. 


"WH EL double tye of Nature and 
Grace, beſide the many en» © 
dearing paſſages that for ſo 
, many years have linked and. glewe} 
' our affettions ſo intimately, cannos 
but beget a teuder ſympathyin me with 
, Jou under all your troubles; and make 
ae ſay of every es wich Mos Þ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
you, half mine. I find 7 7s with 
our affettions, as with the ſirings of 
'_ Mufical infiruments exattly ſet at the 
i Jame height, if one be touched the 
_ other trembles, though it be at ſome 
diſtance. 4 
| — Oar affections are one, and ſo 1n a ' 
great meaſure have been our afflictions +» 
h alſo. You cannot forget that in the 
., .nears lately paſt, the Almighty viſited 
'» ' any Tabernacle with the Rod, and in: 
One year, cut off from 1t the root, 
aud the branch, the tender Mother, 
and the ouly Son. What the effefts ' 
of thoſe -ſtrokes, or rather of my own 
anmortified paſſions were, I have 
felt, and you and others have heard. 
Surely | was as a Bullock unaccuſto- 
-; med to the Yoak. Tea, I may ſay. 
: with them, Lam. 3. 19, 20. Re- 
membring mine affliction and my 
miſery, the wormwood and the 
gall, my ſoul hath them till in re- - 
membrance, and 1s humbled in' 
F me. 
1 dare not ſay that ever I felt my 


"I heart 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| heart diſcontentedly riſong and ſwel- 
". ling againſk God ; no, I could ſtill 
*  quſtifie him , when I moſt ſenſibly 
* ſmarted by his hand: if he had plun- 
? | ged me into a Sea of Sorrow, yet I 
could ſay in all that Sea af Sorrow, 
: there 1s not a drop of Injuſftice: But 
: it was the over-heating, and over- 
afting of my fond and . unmortified 
affettions and paſſions that mane-jg 
' jad impreſſions upon my body , and... 
caſt me under thoſe diſtempers which+ : 
\ ſoon imbittered all my remaining com- 
forts to me. - 
It was my earneſt deſire ſo foon as 
1 had ſirength and opportunity for ſo 
great a Fourney, to viſit you; that ſo, 
- (if the Lord had pleaſed ) I might 
/ both refreſh, and be refreſhed by you, 
- after all my ſad and diſconſolate 
' dayes. And you cannot imagine 
' - what content and- pleaſure I projefted 
-- 2n that wijit | but it proved to us( as 
| all other Comforts of the ſame kind 
ordinarily do ) more in expectation, 
' than 1n fruition; for how ſoon aftes 
| ” I ob gar, 


- > Tins —_—_  .. _ Tn I_—_ £4 I'S 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| our joyful meeting and embraces, aid 
|| the Lord overcaſh and darken our + 
\ day, by ſending death mito your 
jj Tabernacle, to take away the de 
: fire of your eyes with a ftroak !. 
to crop off that ſweet and only bud 
l) from which we promiſed our feives {0 ' 
| much comfort : But no more of that, 
', £4 fear 1 am gone too far already. It 
ui & not my deſegn to exaſperate your 
fs Bronbles, but to heal them, and for 
\:- that purpoſe have I ſent you..theſe Pa- 
pers, which I hope may be of uſe both 
,.. to you and many others 1m your Ccon- 
'"t dition; ſince they are the after-frutts 
of my own troubles ; things that I 
if commended not to you from another + 
f} hand, but which I have ( mm ſome 
i meaſure ) proved and taſted in my. 
ft own tyyals. : 
35; But I will not hold you longer here. 
E I bave only a few things to deſire for 
and from you, and TI have done. 
Fi The things 1 deſire are, 
il Firſt, That you will not be too hafiy 
to get off the yoak, which God hath 
" pub 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
' put upon your neck, Remember when. 
your child was im the Womb, neither 


of you deſired it ſhould be delivered 
thence, till Gods appointed time was 


* fully come +; and now that you travail 
' again with ſorrow for its death, © 
' deſire not to be delivered from your- 
\ ſorrows one moment before Gods time 
* for your deliverance be fully come alſo. 


Let patience have its perfec& work; 
that Comfort which comes. 1mm Go 
way and ſeaſon, will flick by you,-. 
and do you good indeed. wy - 
Secondly, 41 deſire, that though -. 
you and- your affuttions had a ſad- 
meeting, yet you and they may have 
a Comfortable parting. If they effect 
that mpon- your hearts which God- 
ſent them for, doubt not but you 
will grve them a fair tefimrmony when 
they g0 off. 

IF they obtain Gods bleſſing upon 
them '1n. their operation, ſurely they 
will have your bleſſing too at their 
valedi&tion. And what you enter-- 
tamed. with fear, yu. will diſmiſs 

AG. _ Ih, 


The Epiſtle Dedicat ory. 
with praiſe. how ſweet 1s it to hear ' C 
the affueted ſoul ſay when God 3s looſe-: ©; 
ing his hands, It's good for me that I. 4 
bave been afflicted ! _ 
Thirdly, I heartily wiſh, that theſe «: 
ſearching affiEtions may make the moſt | 
ſatisfying diſcoveries, that you may now , 
fee more of the evil of ſin, the vanity of 
of the Creature, and the fulneſs of. |, 
Ghriſt, than ever you yet ſaw, Aﬀ- 
Etions are ſearchers, and put the 
ſoul upon ſearching and irying its 
ways, Lam. 3. 14. When our fin 
fas us out by affliftion, happy are we, 
zf by the light of affliction we find 
out ſin. Bleſſed is the man whom God 
Chaſteneth, and teacheth out his Law, 
Pſal. 94. 12. There are unſeen cauſes ma- 
ny times of our troubles 5, you have an ad- 
vantage now to ſift out the ſeeds and prin- | || 
ciples from which they ſpring. 


Fourthly, 1 wiſh that all the love ; 
and delight you beſtowed upon your : 
little one, may now be placed to 
your greater advantage upon Teſus | | 


Chriſt ; © 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- Chriſt; and that the fiream of your 
 affeftion to him, may be ſo much the 
' ſtronger, as there are now fewer chan- 
nels for it to be divided into. If 
. God will not have any part 'of your 
i happimeſs to lye in” Children, then let 1t- © 
* wholly lye in himſelf. If the Jealouſie 
. of the Lord hath removed that which © 
'. drew away too much of your | heart : 
from him, and hath ſpoken by” thi®.. 
rod, ſaying, Stand aſide, child, thou 
art in my way, and fillet more 
room inthy Parents hearts than be- - | 
longs to thee. O then deliver up alt © 
. to him, aud ſay, Lord, tahe the whole - 
heart imtirely and undividedly to thy 
ſelf. Henceforth let there be no par- - 
ting, ſharing or dividing of the af-. | 
_ feetions betwixt God and the Creature: . | 
\ let all the ſtreams meat and centre in . \ 
thee only.” FH 
Fifthly, That you may be ftrength- - \. 
ned with all might in the . inner man - + \ 
' to all patience, that the peace of God 
' may keep your bearts and minds. © Las -. 
. boyr to bring your hearts to a meek: . 


Rom Jews win) ww a A & - | 
x 0. ſub: 07g 


fubmiſſon to the rod of 
We had Fathers of the fleſh who - £ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence, ſhall we not much more 


be in ſubjection to the Father of 
ſpirits and live? Is zt comely for' 


children to conteſt and firive with their 


 Eather ! or zs 1t the wayto be freed from 


the yoak from flrugling under it | O that 


four. hearts might be in a like frame with. 
his, that ſaid, Lord, thou ſhalt beat and 


I will bear.. I: was a good ot ſervation 


that- one made, Anima ſedendo, 8. 
quieſcendo fit ſapiens. The Soul grows 
wiſe by fitting ſtill and quiet under the vod. . 


Mnd the Apoſtle calls thoſe excellent fruits 
which the Saints gather from their ſan&l:- 


fied affii&ions, The peaceable fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12. 17. 


 Laftly, My hearts defire and prayer 
#0. God for. you 15, that you may. die 


daily to all viſible enjoyments, and by 
. theſe frequent converſes with death mm 
your f, amily, YOu May be prepared for-: 
your own change and aiſſolution when it 


your Father, : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory;” 
O, Friends, How many graves have you * 
 and_T ſeen opened for our dear Relitions? 
' How oft hath death come up mmto your win- - 
\ dows, and ſummoned the delight of your - 
- eyes 2? It is but a little while and weſhalt- 
. go to them, we and they are diſtinguiſhed 

but by ſhort 1ntervals.. © | 

Tranfivere patres, {ſimul hine tran{--- 
ibimus omnes. 

Our dear Parents are gone, our jovelg-- 
_ and deſirable children are gone, our boſom 
Relations, that were as our own fouls - 
. are gone : Aud do not all thefe warning- 
' knocks at our doors acquaint us, that we 
muſt prepareto follow ſhortly after them } 

O that by thefe things onr-own. death - 
might be both more ealte and familiar 
t0-us | the oftener it viſits us, the better © 
we (hould 've acquainted with it, and the 
more of our belo:ed Relations it removes 
before ns, the leſs of either ſuare and in- 
tauglement remains for as when: our tarn # 
COMes. | 
My dear Friends, my fleſh and- my 
blood, I beſeech you for Religions ſake, for - 
Your own ſake, and for my ſake, poo | 
OTBAR. =" - 1 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. b 
Comfort 15 in great part bound up 1n your! 
proſperity and welfare, that you read! & 
frequently, pender ſeriouſly, and apply be-' 
Hevingly theſe Scripture-conſolations and* 4 
direttions, which in ſome-hafte, I have. 
gathered for your uſe , and the God of all 


conſolation be with you. bl 


I am | 
Your moſt endeared 
Brother 


JOHN FLAVEL..; 


— 


| hee oboe hath 
| PPOPED ME IÞS 


{ Lake 7. 13. ; 


And when the Lord ſaw her, he had 
Compaſſion on her, and ſaid to her, 
Weep not. 


-- 4 
TO be. above the ſiroke-of 
paſſions, is a condition E- 
qual to Angels: to be in a 
State of Sorrow, without 
: the ſenſe of Sorrow, is a 4i/- 
\ poſition beneath Beaſts; but duly to regu- 
. late our ſorrows, and bound our paſſhons 
under the rod; is the Wiſdom, duty, 
- and excellency of a Chriſftiav, He that 
is without natural affections, is deſerved- 
ly ranked among the worſt of Heathens 3 
. and he that isable rightly to manage them, 
deſerves to be numbred with the beſt of 
Chriſtians. Though when weare Sanfti- 
| fied, we put on the Divine Nature; yet 
. till we are Glorified we put not off the in - 
| Urmitiesof our humarve Nature, =» 


: Whilſt 


g_Y 


"= The Text opened. N 
Whilſt we are within the reach of: 
troubles, we cannot be without the danz4-4 
Fer ) nor ought not be without the {Ea 1H; 
of ſin; and it is as hard. for us to ef 
cape ſin, being in adverſity, as becalming\, 
in proſperity. La 
How apt we are to tranſgreſs the, 
bounds both of Reaſon and Religion un-*,, 
der 2 ſharp affliction, appears as-.in moſt; y,, 
mens experience, ſo in this Womans-ex- 
ample, to whoſe exceſſive Sorrow, Chriſt 
F1ts a ſtop in the Text : He ſaw her, and ; 
had Compaſſion on her, and ſaid to her, Weep. 
a. HS | 
The Lamentations and wailings of. this x 
diſtrefled mother, moved the tender com- 
paſſions of the Lord in beholding it, and 
ſtirred up more pity :n his heart for her, - x 
tan could be in herheart for her dear } 
In the words we are'to conſider, both 
the Condition of the woman, and ' the 
Connſel of Chriſt with reſpe& unto 


Its | 

Firſt, The cozdition of this Woman, 

which appears to be very dolorous and 
diſtreſled ; her groans and tears moved- 
and melted tne very heart of Chriſt, to ; 
hear and behold them : When be [aw her | 
be had Compaſſionon her, C 
How, 


The text opened. 2 


Oy How ſad an hour it was with her when 
EChriſt met her, appears by what is {0 
Hiſtintly remark't, by the Evangeliſt , 
in ver. 12, Where it is ſaid, Now when 
8;hey came nigh to the Gate of the City, be- 


hold, there was a dead man Carried ont, the 
© only Son of bis Mother, and ſhe was a Wid- 
=" dow and much people of the City was with 
ther: | 
- Inthis one Verſe, divers heart-piercing 
t circumſtances of this affliction are noted. 
& Firſt, It was the death of  ©@ 
”. a Son, To bury a child, any | 9:25 wi&r 
child, muſt needs rend the " i She 
 hearfof a tender Parent ; for 6G; conic 
.. What are children but the pa- 
- rent multiplied ? a child 1s a-part of the 
© parent made up in another skin. Bat to 
' Jaya Sonin the grave; A Son which con- 
tinues-the name, and {upports the family :; 
this was ever accounted a. very great affli- 
cti0n. | 
Secondly, this Son was not: carried 
irom the Cradle to the Cofiiz, nor ſtript 
out of its Swathing, to be wrapt in its 
Winding cloth : Had he died in infancy, 
| before he had engaged afe#ior, or raiſed 
_ expettation, the fiction had not. been 
{0- pungent and cutting, as now it was $ 
Death ſmote this Son in the flower and 
Prune: 


-—_ 


T In gdoleſcentia- 
aefunftus fuit , 
zaeo- plus dolen- 
aum futrat quia 
 flore etatis 
ſue fuit, & cum 
grand labore ac 
ſollicitudine  pa- 
rentum ad iftan 
eaten. perdutts 


loc. 


il; *lis erat. 


Py ” 
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The text opened. | 
time. He was 4 mar ( ſaith 
the Evangeliſt ) ver. 12. 4 young maiit 
( as Chriſt calls him ) ver. 14. he was now ne 


Prime of his 


- ward and. fruit of man 
. Cares and Labours: Y 


_ 
Dion. Cath. in - 


- Thus Baſil bewailed the death of his Son! 
- * Fillius mihi erat 1 once had a Soni 
adoleſcens, ſolus vi- who was a Jour 

[X {ucceflor, {olati- man, my only [ UC! 

*um ſ{enectz, gloria © ceſſor, the ſolace of Nt 

J generis, flos aquali- my age, the glory of # 

* um, fulcrum domus, his kind, the prop*$ 

* xtatem gratiolfli of my family, arri-+T 

© mamagebat : | 

© tus. periit, qui paulo ing age - then was! C 

* ante jucundam vo- 

*cem edebat, Ge Ju- | by death 5 whoſe. 

* cundiſimum ſpe&ta- lovely voice but a" 

* culum parentis ocu- /ittle before Theard, - 


ſant [ptfacle to his Parent, 


- 


arrived * at that age whic 
made him capable of yield 
ing his Mother all tha 


the expectation and hop 


of many years, and the re P 
Ec 


then when the endearmentg# 
were greateſt, and her hopeg' 
higheſt, even in the flow- 


4 


er of his age,. he is cut off,c/ 


*, 


| 


hic rap- ved to the endear-: K 


he ſnatcht from me' ? 


who lately was a plea» 


Reader, . 


 TheText ope ned. 5 
{ Reader.if this have been thine own con- 
Sition, as it hath been his that writes 1t 3 
need ſay no more to convince thee, that 
was 2 ſorrowful State indeed Chriſt met 
this tender Mother in. 

| Thirdly, And which is , i 
Wet more, he was not only 1, ; wn 
© Son but an only Son : 10 unicus fuiſet ; /+ 
eFou find in ver. 12. He. was alter qui paren- 
wihe only Son of his Mother : #5 aolorem lent= 


in t Mt. 
ne in whom all her hopes FU. ang 


nd Comforts of that kind 

Svere bound up. For, 

= Omnnis in Aſcanio ftat Virgil, 
E:charicura Parents, Allher 
1Aaftetions were contracted into this one . 
wbjet. If we have never ſo many chil- 
dren, we know not which 
.*of them to ſpare. If they Miki! charius u- 
tand like Olive plants a- 'ico fits: fic do- 
*#Dout -our Table, 1t would * pre Na 
grieve us to ſee the leaſt 7%igic. 

\.twigg amongſt them bro- Carth. inloc. 
ken down. But ſurely the ; 
+ death of oxe ont of many, is much more to- 

- 1erable than of all iz oze. 

| Hence it's noted in Scripture as the 
* Sreateſt of earthly Sorrows, Jer. 6. 26. 
'O daughter of my people, gird thee with 
. Cackcloth , and wallow thy ſelf in. Aſhes. 
AAske 


 thariſimus fuit, 


Congeniths, LO. 


F; Phe Text opened. \ 
Hake thee mourning as for an onely "ol 
Moſt bitter Lamentation. ' Yea, 10 der 
and penetrating is this grief that the hokq 
Ghoſt borrows it to expreſs the deepder 
ſpiritual troubles by it. Zech. 12. fer 
They ſhall mourn for him, ( namely Chrif $ 
whom they pierced ) as one mourneth for yh 
only Son, RR 
= Fourthly, And yet ©. 
Duplict - nomine heighten Fre allicHon, Bd 
; 4,7, 1s luper-addea , verſe 1; 

"_— CO att Ana ſhe was a Widdow, $ + 


quod tffet ſoid- 

tiun, &. quaſi 
baculus * Vidut- 

tatis iþſins, 

Pif. in Iec, 


Yea and being a Widdow, the  wholgoc 
burden lay upon her alone -; the had noyd 
an Husband to comfort her, as Elkansv 
did Hannah in 1 Sam. 1.8. Why weepeff'© 
thou, and why is thy heart gricved? am'N 
not 1 more to thee than ten. Sons * This.C 
would have been a great relief ; but her V 
Husband was dead as well as her Son #l 
both gone, and ſhe only ſurviving, to las ! 
ment the loſs of thoſe comforts that on! 

{ne 


pahi 
ſed to opprefſion and contempt : | 


v he text openea. - 
$ehad. Her calamities came not {ingle, 
Ht one after another, and this reviving 


d aggravating the former. This was 
rcale and condition when the Lord met 


1 


Secondly, Let us conſider the Counſel 
&hich Chriſt gives her, with reſpe& to 
is her (ad and ſorrowful caſe. And wher 
© Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on her, 


$:4 ſaid unto ber, Wezr not. Relieving and 
[Supporting words wherein; we thaw conſt 


2 . c Occaſion. 

vo The? Motive. 

: Counſel. it felf, .- 
5 


4+ Firſt, The occaſion of it, and that was 
xhis ſeeing of her. This meeting at the 
Gate of the City, how accidental and 
goccaſional ſoever it ſeems, yet without 
doubt it was providentially ſuited: to :the 
work intended to be wrought : The eye 
Fof his omniſcience foreſaw her, and this 
meeting was by him deſigned, as an oc- 
:ca{1on. of that famous Miracle which he 
wrought upon the young man. Chriſt 
/ hath a quick eye to diſcern poor mourn- 
ning and diſconſolate Creatures : And 
though he be now in heaven, and Nands 


out 


Pl 
4 
Y 
*%* 
» 


8 The Text opened. v 
out of onr ſight, ſo that we ſee him ndbþr 
yet he ſees us 3 and hiseye ( which ist 
on all our troubles ) ſtill affects his hecho 
and moves his bowels for us. ut 
Secondly, The Aorive ſtirring him þg 
to give this relieving and comfortale 
Counſel to her was his own compaſſite: 

She neither expected, nor deſired it frok 
him, but fo full of tender pity was t 2; 
Lord towards her, that he prevents h Ul 
with unexpected conſolation : Her hei; 
»Was nothing ſo full of compaſſion for h&d 
Son, as Chriſt was for her : He bore ofa 
infirmities, - even natural as well as mor, C. - 
ones, un the days of his fleſh; and though! 
he be now exalted to the higheſt glory, y&' 
{till he continues as merciful as ever, anÞr 
as apt to be touched with the ſenſe of of 
miſeries, Heb. 4. 15. - P) 
Laſtly, The Counſel it ſelf, Weep not h 
herein fulfilling the office of a Comfortalc 
to them that mourn, whereunto he wag 
anointed, 7/a. 16. 1, 2, 3. Yet the wordp' 
are not an abſolute prohibition of tear! 
and ſorrow, he doth- not condemn alkC 
mourning as ſinful, or- all- expreſſions of.t 
grief for dead Relations as uncomely : nog! 
Chriſt would not have his people ſtupic3 
and inſenſate ; he only prohibits the ex;1 
ceſles. and extravagancies of our orvauy 
(0) wh 


3 


The Text opened. 9 


wr the dead, that it ſhould not be {uch 
mourning for the dead as is found a- 
Mong the Heathen,. who ſerrow with- 
ut meaſure, becauſe without hope, be- 
hs ignorant of that grand relief by the 
_ which the Goſpel re- 
weals. 
& The Reſurrection of her Son from the 
cad, is the ground upon which Chriſt 
Wuilds her conſolation and relief. Well 
Wight he ay, Weep nor, when he intend- 
18d quickly to remove the cauſe of her® 
Ears by reſtoring him again to life. 
x Now though there be ſomewhat in 
althis caſe extraordinary and peculiar : for 
Sew or none that carry their dead chil- - 
Wren to the grave, may expect to receive 
hem again from the dead immediately 
Þy a ſpecial Reſurrection, as ſhe did : I fay 
his is not to be expected by any that now 
atole their Relations; the occaſion and 
ageaſons of ſuch miraculous ſpecial Reſur- 
&xections being removed, by a ſufficient 
wand full evidence and confirmation of 
[FChriſts divine power and Godhead : Yer 
}# thoſe that now bury their Relations, if 
ogthey be ſuch as die in Chriſt, haveas good 
zand ſufficient reaſon to moderate their 
paſſions, as this mourner had; and do as 
{truly come within the reach and compals 
Ivy OL 


A 


| 
b 


to undergo the agonies and pains of de 


ſter of this Nation, who was much trow 


| back to fetch ſomewhat he had torgortent,, 


Io The T ext opened, 


of this Chriſts comfortable and ſuf*P 
porting counſel, Weep nor, as ſhe did 3 BE!! 
do but confider what of ſupport or con * 
fort. can a particular and preſent ReſyF®! 
rection from che dead give us, more th 
that it is, and asit isa Specimen, hand{ſ* 
or pledge of the General ReſurrectionÞ© 
It is not the returning of the ſoul to 
body. to live an animal life again in tif 
world of {in and ſorrow, and ſhortly aft 


again, that is in it ſelf any ſuch privy 
ledge as may afford much comfort to t 
perſon raiſed, or his Relations : Ir is nf 
priviledge to the perſon raiſed ; for it rg 
turns him from reſt to trouble, from tt 
harbour back again into the Ocean. It & 
matter of trouble to many dying Sainth: 
to hear of the likely-hood of their retut Re 
ing again, when they are got. ſo nigh 
Heaven. oy 02 wn [di 

It was once the caſe. of a Godly Mini, 


i + 


| 


N 


bled at his return, and (aid, I am like { 
ſhip driven our of the ſtorm almoſt tc; 
the fold, and then driven back into tht 
ſtorm again-: or 42 weary Traveller thak 
1s come -near his home, and then muſt gg 


a 
v 


*# 
” 
- = 


or an Appreatice, whoſe time is almoſt 
Ex: 


oy RO OR ne, vn GO Oe _ 
C — 


The Text opened. II 
=” , and then muſt begin a new 
rm. 

7 But to die, and then return again 
Som the dead, hath leſs of priviledge, 
Han to return only tro!n the brink of the 

#-2ve; for the {ick hath not yet felt the 
Þonies and laſt itruggles or pangs of death, 
dat ſuch have felc them once, and muſt 
Sel them again 5 they muſt die rwice, be- 
Dre they can be happy ozce : and beſides 
uring the little time chey ſpend on earths 
detwixt the firſt and ſecond diflolution, 
jMere 15a perfect 4urisiz, forgetfulneſs and 
Inſenfibleneſs of all that which they ſaw 
&r enjoyed in their Eſtate of ſeparation: It 
\HDeing neceſſary, both for them, and o- 
'Thers that it ſhould be, for, for chemſelves 


4® 


t'sneceſlary, that they may be content to 
Ave, and endure the time _ T 
"of ſepzration from that 779991 4 ot 
Y!efſed and ineffable ſtate, y 0 i F9  FOOu 
ng and patiently ; and | 
, or others, that they may live by faith, 
and not by ſenſe , and build upon divine 
and not humane authority and re- 
Port. , : 2 

_ S0 that here you ſee, their agonies and 
are doubled, and yet their life not 
1weetned by any ſenſe of their happineſs 
qvhich returns and remains with them , 


* and 


— n— —W nn i. FO 


; 
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12 The Text opened. ; 
and therefore it can be no ſuch priviledgl,, 
to them. Fin 
And for their Relations, though it bGhir 
{ome comfort to receive them again fron * 
the dead 3 yet the conſideration, that ther. 
are returned to them into the ſtormy Sec 
to partake of new ſorrows and trouble$h; 
from which they were lately free; anfhni 
in a ſhort time they muſt part with thee} | 
again, and fee] the double ſorrows offpf 
arting pull, which others feel but oncrif 
urely ſuch a particular Reſurrection colCh 
fidered in it ſelf, is no ſuch ground ao 
_ as at firſt we might imagine it F 
EC. . 4» 
It remains then, that the ground & 
all ſolid Comfort and relief againſt th 
death of our Relations , 7 
lyes inthe General and laſt 7 #© future mh 
Reſurrection, and what is log il 
in a particular one, is but as cm. þ 
it were a Specimen, and evi- Caly. in Loc, |; | 
dence of the general : and ame 
there the Apoſtle places our relief, 1 Theſto 
4.17. that we ſhall ſee and enjoy thenlfot 
again at the Lords coming. And 1urely thito 
is more, than if with this Mother ( in the&an 
Text ) we thould preſently receive thempf 
from the dead, as the did her Son : AnWlay 


if we judge not ſo, it is becaule our hea 


4 


The Dottrine propounded. T2 


re carnal, and meaſure things rather by 
ime, and fenſe, than by faithand eter- 

it 
: Thus, you ſee the Council, with its 
Zround, which for the moſt part is com- 
Wnon to other Chriſtian mourners with her; 
She difference being but inconfiderable, 
ind of little advantage. 
& Here then you find many aggravations 
if ſorrow meeting together; A Son, an 
iy Son, is carrying to the grave, y 
Chriſt commands the penſive Mother, no£ 
to Mo urn 


Hence we note, 


Dok. 7 bat Chriſtians. ought. to mode- 
rate their Sorrows for their - Relations, 
wow many affucting circumſtances and ag- 
pravations ſoever do meet together in their 
Death. 

- It is. as. common with cardenter 
men, yea, with good men, alltghmushabita, 


TaUITEY [UI PLYA® 
+ exceed in their ſorrows pales ani 


or dead Relations, as It 1s Greg. mor. 

Oo -gxceed in their loves 

and: delights to living Relations ; ; and both 

b, the one and other, we may ſay as they 
Fay of waters, It's hard to confine them 

&ichinths 


their bounds. It is therefore grave 
advice 


both they that have Wives, be as though 
they had, none, and they that weep,.. | 


advice which the Apoſtle delivers in thigc 
cale, 1 Cor. 7. 29, ZO. But this 1 ſay, Bn i 
thren, the time tus ſhort; It remaineth, thallly. 


though they wept not, and thoſe that rejoye 5 
as though they rejoyced not, As if he hal 

: (aid, rhe floating world: 
5 99” near its port : God hat 
rivet contracted the ſails  @* 


mans life : it's but a point of time we hay 


live, and ſhortly it will not bea poi 
to chooſe, whether we had wives or nofffe 
children or not : all theſe are time-eate 
things, and before the expected fruit « 
theſe comforts beripe, we our ſelves maſ&þ 
be rotten. It's therefore an high point ds 
Wiſdom, 'to look upon things whic 
ſhortly will not be, as if already they -werlfl 
not, and to behave our ſelves in the loſy 
of theſe carnal enjoyments, as the naturih 
man behaves himſelf in the-uſe of ſpin 
tual Ordinances : He hears as if he hear 
not, and we ſhould weepas if we wen 
not; Their affections are a little move 
ſometimes by ſpiritual things, but thef 
never lay them ſo to heart, as tobe bralit« 
ken-hearted for rhe {in they hear of, «> 
deeply aftected with the glory:--revealedd 
We alſo ought to be ſ{enſable of the ſtrokiM 
..Q«k-. 


{ 
N' 
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The Method ſtated. $5 


}f God upon our dear Relations : but yer 
Mill we muſt weep, as if we' wept not 3 
Shat is, we muſt keep due bounds and mo- 
Meration in our ſorrows, and not be too 
| nip concerned for theſe dying, ſhort- 
My d things. 
S To this purpoſe the Apoſtle exhorts, 
eb. 12.5. My Son deſpiſe not the Chaſten- 
So of the Lord; neither faint when thox 
St rebuked of bim. Theſe are two ex- 
Wreams, deſpiſing, and fainting: when Gody 
q y cod. to ſay, I do not regard it, 
Met God take all it he will ; If my eſtate 
Muſt go, let it go; if my children die, 
Yet them die : this.is to deſpiſe the Lords 
IThaſtening:: and God cannot bear it, that 
Gre ſhould bear it thus lightly. 
X Thereis alſo another extream, and that 
ts Fainting : it when goods are taken a- 
yay, the heart be taken away, and when: 
WAhildrendie, then the Spirit of thePareat- 
lies alſo; this is fainting under rhe rod-:: 
MFhou lamenteſt ( ſaith Sexcea ) thy-decea(- 
Med friend, but I would not have thee grieve 
Deyond what is meet : That thou ſthouldſt 
Elmot grieve at all, I dare not require thee; 
Gtears may beexculed,if they do not exceed: 
KLet thine eyes therefore be neither wholly 
Weary, nor yet let them overflow; Weep thou 
mnait, but Vail thou muſt not: , 
WE B 2 Happy | 


T 


| bridleof moderation upon his paffions ani 


of himſelf, whatſoever he loſe the poſt 8 


proceed ſhall be, 


- Godis (witing 


16 The Method (tated. | 
" Happy man that ſtill keeps the golder of 
'Þ 


affetions, and ſtill keeps the poſſeſſion 


{efhon of. 
Now the method in which I purpoſe t 


f 


x. Todiſcover the Signs 

2. To diſlwade from the in 
2- To remove tie pleas 

4 To propole the cure 


Firſt T ſhall give you the Signs of ims 
moderate Sorrow, and ſhew you when it 
exceeds its bounds, and becomes ſinfulj, , 
even a ſorrow tobe ſorrowed for ; and: 
for clearneſs fake, I will firſt allow what: + 
may be allowed tothe Chriſtian mourner,, 
and then you will the better _ diſcern! } 
wherein the exceſs and {nfulneſs of yout! } 
ſoxrow lyes. Eo ES F 

And firſt, How much ſoever we cens - 
ſure-and condemn. immoderate Sorrow | 


yet the afflifed muſt be allowed an awaken- | 


ed and tender ſenſe of the Lords afflicting, ; 
hand upon them, It's no vertue to bear: | 


what we donot feel: Yea it is a moſt un-' 
per,. not to tremble when! 


becoming tem 


The 
—_—_ 


- * 


i 


| Wherein Mourners ſin not. 


Shad ſpit in her face, ſhould ſhe not be aſha- 


i The Lord faith to Moſes, in the caſe 
Bof Miriam, Numb. 12. 24. If ber Father 


"Wed ſeven days? The face is the Table 
Zand ſear of Beautyand Honour; But when 
"Fit is ſpit upon, it is made the fink of ſhame. 
**Had her own Father {ſpit upon her Face 
Ewhen ſhe had diſpleaſed him, would ſhe 
Znot have gone aſide as one aſhamed by 
4luch a rebuke, and not have ſhewed her 


face to him again in ſeven days? How 


much more ſhould ſhe take it to heart, and 
be ſenſible of this rebuke of mine, who: 
4have filled her face with Leprous ſpots, 
t* the ſigns of wy diſpleaſure againſt her * 

be aſhamed of thoſe. that 


jy Surely God wil 
ji are not aſhamed when he rebukes them. 


| 


F Jer. 5. 3- 1 have ſmitten them, but they 


# 


# Ir is not Magnanimity, But Stupidity: 
to make light of Gods correQions, and 
i. for this the afflicted are ſmartly taxed, 


if; have not grieved, When God {mote Job 
7.10 his Perſon, Children, and Eftate, he 


*. aroſe and rent his Mantle, and put duſt 


7” upon his head, to ſhew he.was not ſenſe- 
* leſs and unaffected, and yet bleſſed the 
#; afflicting God, which as plainly ſhewed 
” he was not contumacious and unſubmiſ- 
** five. ru 

A 

od B'3 Secondly 


F 


38 
ffiicted ſoul, a due and comely expreſſ 


of hrs grief and ſorrow, in his complaints bill 
' 20 God and men, 


1ngemouſly to open his troubles, th 
ſuller is no 


"®. 


eff my path. 


ſorrows. Did we-complain more to Got 
God would complain lefs of us. ant 


« Whertin Mourners lin 216t. 
Secondly, We muſt allow the mourn, 


|; Yy 


It's much more becoming a Chrifti. 
tl 


nly td ſmother them. There is no: 
in complaining to God , but much w 
kedneſs in complaining of him. Griefs 4 
eaſed Y groans, and heart preſſures 
lieved by t 


utterance. This was Da 
courſe, and conflant way, who was} 
man of afflictions, Pſal, 142. 2, 3. Ip 
red out my complaint before him, T ſhew. 
before him my trouble : when my ſpirit wh 
overwhelmed withm me, then thou knet” 


To whom ſhould children go, but t6 
their Father to make their moan? When® 
may they expect relief and comfort bt. 
from him > The 102 Pſalm is intituleq} 
A Pſalm for the affifted, when he 1s overs; 
whelmed and poureth out his complaint befon-' 
the Lord, — » 
- And happy were it, if every afflitet: 
ſoul would chuſe this way to expreſs hit- 


quickly abate the matters of our com 
plaint. O you cannot think how mo 


vIng, 


how: 


Wherein Aonrners fin not. T9, 
"Show. melting, how prevailing it 1s with- 
God, when bis poor burden and af- 
Wicted people, in a day of diſtreſs and 
Sdeſpondency , when deep calleth unto-- 
deep, and one wave drives on another, 
tchen for the oppreſſed foul with humilt- 
Fry, filial confidence, and faith, to turn 

Wir ſelf to the Lord; and thus beſpeak 


Whim = 
2 Father , What ſhall' I do? My ſoul. 
* is greatly bowed down by trouble, I am 
SR full to the brim, my vain heart haſh 
WR* looked for relief this way and that way, 
%* but nonecomes, every door of comfort 
ME is ſhut up againſt me: Thou haſt mul- 
”* riplied my ſorrows , and renewed thy 
2: - witneſſes againſt me: Comfort is re- 
t> moved from my outward., and peace 
W from my inner man : Sharp afflictions 
E- without, and bitter refleRtions within. 
t: * O Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake for 
rs; "me. Fathers of the fleſh pity their di- 
mM. * ſtrefled Children when they complain 
"*to them, and wilt not thou, O Lord, 
a © whoſe compaſſions as far exceed crea- 
- ture compatſions, as the Sea exceeds 2 
& © drop: O my Father, pity me, ſupport 
* © me, deliver me.- 
1, Oh how acceptable is this to God | how 
8, advantagious to the ſoul ! 
W B 4., We . 


20 When Sorrow becomes ſonfal, 4 


| We may alfo makeour complaint-4 
men. So did Fob, - Chap. 19. 21. Hi 
F#ty, have pityon me, O yemy friends; 
the hand of God hath touched me. AndP 
IS 2 Mercy if we have any friends that af 
wile, faithful, and experienced. Th 
are born for ſuch a time as this, Prov. 1 F 
T7. But be they what they will , th&< 
cannot pity as God, relieve and {uccoj 
as he: and often times we may ſay wil 
J ob, Chap. 21.4, As for me, Is my con 
Faint ro men ? And if it were, Why ſhoul, 
mot my Spirit be troubled? g.- d. Whil 
great advantage can I get by theſe Comgy 
plaints ? I may burden the heart of i: 
friend, but how little doth that eaſe m? 
own ? Yet the very opening of the heatg 
roanexperienced tender. Chriftian-is ſom 
relief, and the engaging his prayers | 
more. Thus far you moan ſafely : -1 
all this there is no danger. = IF 
Thirdly, - The afflifted perſon may ( wy 
ainarily) accuſe, judge. and \'condemt. 
himſelf , for being the cauſe and-procurd; 
of bis ewn troubles, He may law ully 7] : 
diſcontented , and vexed with -himſel 
for his ownfolly, when the iniquity. ol}, 
his heels compaſleth him about. And tw 
ly it is but ſeldom that any great affliction 
befals a gracious perſon, but he faw the 
neew 


J 
' 


\ 
> 
V 
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Iherein Mourne vs fin not. 2F 
d of. ſuch a rod before he felt it: 
Hath God ſmitten thy Child or Friend, 
d didſt thou not foreſee fome. tharp trial 
"FJoming ? Did not thy fond, ſecure, carnal 
+1 - need ſuch a ſcourge to awaken, 
;Yuicken and purge thee? Or it you did 
1 Hot foreſee it, it's now your duty to ſearclt: 
80d examine your ſelves. So the Churcls 
ji their affliction, reſolved , Lam. 3. 40. 
et 4 ſearch and try our ways, When 
829d 1s ſmmiring we ſhould be ſearching 
h urely our iniquities will enquire after us; 
bu. twe will not enquire after them. Yea, in 
"She Cay of affliction, a gracious ſoul is ins 
\uifitive about nothing more than the.-pro« 
"Turing and provoking cauſe of his troubles, 
"JoOb 10. 2, Shew me wherefore thou - cons. 
"Scndeſt with me; q. d, Lord what ſpecial 
r@orruption 1s it that this Rod is ſent to res 
*puke ; What ſinful negle& doth ir come 
0 humble me for ? O diſcoyer it now. to 
4 ne, and recover me now from it. 
\«- And having found the root and” cauſe 
1,ot their troubles ,. ingenuous. ſouls will : 

-zanamethemſelves for it, and give glory to + 
” 0d by an humble ſubmiſſion, and vin- 

©, Cation of the equity. of his proceedings, . 
90D 7. 20. 1 have ſinned, what ſhall I do 
anto tht , thou preſerver of men? He 
4, unks it no ſhame freely to. difcover unto | 
J B 5 God, .. 
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22 Wherein Mourners fin not, 


God, and deeply to abaſe himſelf” befor 

him, for his folly. 
I remember a choigh = 

” Nec em pi- note that * Mr. Brightman, 


faet ſanftos vi- 
10s poſtquam hath in his Commentar 


yenovata Corda UPON the Carticles. 

ſuerint per reſs- Holy men ( ſaith hejs 

fiſcentien, 1a9- after their hearts are re 

x4 4 Dg newed by repentance, arg 

Gloriam memi- not aſhamed to remembeat 

wil | Nibil m- and confeſs their {lips an 
[4 


cedit quod ſhameful falls, to the glory} 


1% 


bo 


= Brio: of God ; for they account} 


man in Cant. c. that glory which ſuch con 
L V.4 p-11 fefſions take from them # 
not loſt, whilſt it goes to: 
the glory of God. If his glory may riſe outs 
of our ſhame, how willing ſhould we be: 
totake ſuch ſhame to us ? Holy David was, 
not aſhamed to owls Pſal. 38. 56 
Hy wounds ſtink and are corrupt becauſe of: 
-y fooliſhneſs, He is the wileſt man. chat! 
thus befools himſelf before-God. 
Ir is true, God may afftlict from Pro, 
rogative, or for trial; but we may ak 
ways fee cauſe enough i in our ſelves, and 
& ir, ſafeſt to charge It upon our! owe. 
O 
Laſtly. The affifted Chriſtian Way 17 au. 
humble mil we maniner plead with 4 
al 


” and be earneſt for the removal of the affii- 
E tHon. = PT: 
E When affliction preffeth us above 
& ſtrength, when it diſables us far daty, or 
# when it gives advantage to temptation, 
E then we may fay with David, Remove thy -. 
* ſtroke from me, I am -conſumed by the blow 
þ o thine hand, Pal. 39. 10. Even our - 
# Lord Jeſus Chrift, in the day of his:-- 
troubles, poured out his ſoul with ſtrong . 
+ criesand many tears," laying, Father, if 
| thou be willing, let this Cup paſs from me, . 
+ Luke. 22. 42. Oppreſted nature deſires - 
- eaſe; and even our renewed nature de- 
; fires freedom from thoſe clogs and temp- 
tations which hinder us in duty, or ex-::- 
$ poſe us to ſnares. - 
Thus far we may ſafely go. - 

' But Sorrow then-becomes. ſinful and © 
+ exceſſive when, . 

» Finlt, It canuſeth us to ſlight and. deſpiſe - 
: all our other mercies and enjoyments, as 

4 >" things in. compariſon of what we have -. 
S576 - 

+ Ie often falls out that the fetting of one 
{ comfort clonds and benights all the reſt. 
* Our cears for our loſt enjoyment fo blinds. 
- our eyes that we cannot ſee the many 
z: Other mercies which yet remain ; We © 
p take lo much notice of what is gone, that. 
& WR: - 


by 


24 When Sorrow becomes ſinful. 


we take little or no notice of what is left 
But this 1s very f{uful ; for it involves 
it both ignorance, iugratitude, and greatÞ 
provocation. = 

Irs a {in ſpringing from ignorance. - Diff cj 
we know the deſert of our fin, we woul& 
rather wonder to ſee one mercy left, thas 
that twenty are cut off. They that knows 
they have forfeited every mercy, ſhoul& ti 


be thankful that they enjoy any, and pa® jc 


ent when they loſe any of their corn, x 
Ort. b 
Did we know God, eyen that Sovefaign| o: 
Lordat whoſe diſpoſe our comforts comef y 
and go, who can the next moment blaſlſi oi 
all that remain, and turn you into Hell# Y 
afterwards you would prize the mercie 7 
he yet indulges to you atan higher value;; c 
Did you underſtand the fickle vaniſhing? 0 
nature of the Creature, what a floweri® t! 
what a bubble it is; Oh howithankful- 
would you be to find ſo many yet left Inj. t 
your poſleflion ! Ft 
Did you know the caſe of thouſands as; a 
good, yea better than you, whoſe wholet 1 
Harveſt of Comfort in this World, is buti C 
an handful to the gleanings of the com: 
forts you ſtill enjoy, who in all their: t 
lives never were owners of ſuch com-. V 
fortable enjoyments as you now oyer-! L 


? When Sorrow is ſinful; 25 
J look, ſurely you would not -a&t as you 
d0- VEN | 4 
* Beſide, what vile ingratitude is in 
# this > What, are all your remaining mer- 
E cies worth nothing ? You [have buried a 
E Child, a Friend: Well, but ſtill, you have 
E 2 Husband, a Wife, other Children; or if 
| not, you have comfortable .accommoda- 
# tions for your ſelves, with health to en- 
© joy them; or ifnot, yet have you Ordi- 
# nances of-God, it may be an intereſt ig 
* Chriſt, and in the Covenant, Pardon 
1 of ſin, and hopes of Glory. What ! and 
yet ſink as this rate, as if all your mer- 
; Ties, comforts, and hopes, even in both 
& Worlds were buried in one Grave. Muſt 
| chabod be written -upon your beſt mer- 
+ cies, becauſe Mortality 1s written upon 
one? Fye, fye, What ſhameful Ingrati- 
;* tude is here ? 

|- And really Friend, ſuch a carriage as 
+ this under the rod,. is no ſmallprovoca- 
'2 tion to the Lord to goon in Judgmenr, 
$ and make a full end of all that remains, 
| ſo that affliction ſhall not riſe up the ſe- 
ti cond time, Ie 

-> What if God taking notice how little 
x thou regardeſt the many undeſerved fa- 
- Vours thou yer poſleſſeſt;,ſhould ſay, Well,if 
-\ thou think'it them not worth the owning, 
of neither 
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When ſorrow becomes fouful. 
neither do I think them worth che cagl 
tinuing? Go Death, there's a Husband, 
Wite, other Children yer left, ſmite thei 
all, Go ſickneſs and remoye the beal; 
of his body yet left ; go loſles and impg 
veriſh his eſtate yer left ; go-reproach ag 
blaſt his reputation which is yet {ives 
What would you think of this > And yg 

| if you be out of Chriſt, you are in day 
ger of a far ſadder firoke than either-q 
all yet mentioned. What.if God ſhoulf 
ay, prizeſt thou not 'my- mercy ? '' Hal 
thou no value for my goodneſs, and fo 1 
bearance towards thee; Is it nothing 
that I have ſpared thee thus long in thi { 
fins . and rebellions > Well then, I wi 
ſtretch.out my hand upon thy life, -cut of 
that thread which hath keptthee fo many / 
years from dropping intoHell, Y. 


4 i 


 Othink then_what-you have done, by# x 
provoking the Lond. 'throngh your. vil 
ingratitude | Itis a dangerous thing tay 
provoke ' God, when he is already in 
way of Judgment. And if you be his 
own people, and ſoout of the.:danger off « 
this laſt and worſtftroke : yet know, yous þ; 
have better mercies to loſe than any yout 
have yer loſt. Shonld God cloud your! r 
{oul with doubts, let looſe Satan to buffet? u 


? When Sorrow becomes ſinful. 27 
1, remove joy and-peace from your m- 
v "man, how foon would you Fe Con- 
© vinced, that the funeral of your deareſt 
© friend is buta trifle tothis ? 

Well then, whatever God takes, be 
ST 1] thankful for-what he-leaves. Jt was 
the great fin of //rae! in the Wilderneſs, 
E chat though God had deliver'd them from 
E their cruel ſervitude in Egypt, miracu- 
F louſly fed them in the Deſert, and was 
E leading them on . to a Land flowing with 
& Milk and Honey; yet-afloon as ay want 
T did but begin to pinch them , preſently 
& all theſe mercies were forgotten and 
\ Iii hted, Numb, 14. 12. Would to God 
* ( ſay they ) we bad died in Egypt. And 
* Numb. II, 6. There is nothing at alt be- 
R fide this Manna, Beware of this, O ye 


"RY 
ke 


'2 mourning and afflicted ofies.' You ' ſee 
#® both theſin that is in it, and the danger 
Ji chat attends it ? Ca RE 
& Secondly, And no lefs ſinful! are our 
&% Sorrows , When they ſo wholly ingulph our 
& hearts, that weeither mind not at all, or are 
& I1ttle or nothing ſenſible of the publick evils and 
& ealamitics which Lye upox the Church. and Peg- 
Us ple of Gods, _. RT wh £11 
wu Some Chriſtians have fachpublick ſpi- 
rf rits that the Churches troubles ſwallow 
up their perſonal. trouble, Melan#hor 
ſeemed 
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{eemed to take little-notice of the de: 
of. his Child, which he dearly loved, 
ing almoſt overwhelmed with the milerg 
| bo on the Church. 2! 
"And it was agood evidence of the g 
ciouſnels and. publickneſs of E/i's A 
who fitting in the gat 
Cumque ile »- anxiouſly waiting for tyd 
mmaſſet © Arcen 555 from the Army, whe 
Dri, q. d. nondun F 
Integram, ſed in the tydings came By 
Fiwatan , audiens... Yael. fled. before the. Ph 
Marrationem, men= J;ſt;ns, that his two Sol 


te praevolans & 
exitun pre&ſagiens Hophni and Phineas we 


Yuthat. dead , and that the At 
Meteoz. in Loc, Of God was taken , jul 


at the. mention of - th 
word, The Ark of God, before he hear 
out the whole narration, his mind guick} 
preſaging theiffne, he ſunk down and diet 
I Sam. 4. 19, 20, O that was the ſinking 
the killing word; had the meſleng@# 
{top'd at the death of his two Sons, lik. 
a he had ſupported that burden, bi : 
the loſs of the Ark: was more to him. tha 
Sons or Daughters. 

But how few ſuch publick:: ſpirits a ant 
pear even among Profeſſors in this {elf 
filh generation? May we not with thi} 
Apoſtle complain , Phil. 2, 21. Au ſalt, 
their own, ang net the things that are 


Chriſi 
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SC brit? Few men have any great cares or 
Adefgns lying beyond the bounds of their 
Sown private intereſts. And what we ſay 
Tof cares, is as true of ſorrows : If a Child 
Kdie, we areready to die too, but publick 
Walamities pierce us not. - 

How few ſuffer either their domeſtick 
omforts to be ſwallowed up in the. 
hurches troubles, or their domeſtick 
oubles to be ſwallowed up by the 
Churches mercies ! Now when it 1s thus 
Sith us, when we little regard what mer-® 
Ties or miſeries lie upon others, but are 
holly intent upon our own afflictions, 
his is a ſinful ſorrow , and ought to be 
Worrowed for. 7 Ss 
® Thirdly, Our ſorrows then become 
inful and exorbitant, When they divert us 
rom, or diſfratt ws in our anties, ſothat 
ur tnterconrſe with Heaven 1s ſiopt and 

W-tcrrupted by them. - | 

\ How ..long can we fit alone muſtng up-” 
On a dead Creature ? Here our thoughts 
Jealily flow, bat how hard to fix them 
pon the living God! when our hearts 
Should be.in heaven.with our Chriſt, they 
$rein the Grave with our dead.: May not 
-pnany afflicted ſouls juſtly complain, that 


Þieir troubles had taken away their Chriſt 
From them, (I mean as to ſweet ſenſibl, 
| com; 


 :350  FMiben Sorrow:becomes ſinful, * 
Communion ) and laid :the dead ChildWpe' 
his Room # Eo --Mno 

Poor Creature, ceafe to weep any '|th 
ger for thy dead Relation, and weepWlo! 
ther for thy dead: heart. Is this thy cMliv 
pliance with Gods deſign. in affli&ly 
thee 2 What., to grow-a greater ſtrangſlo 
tohim than before! or is this the Wiſte( 
to thy cure and comfort in affliction;Mh 
refrain Prayer, and turn thy back uf 
God ? gs We 

© Or if thou dareſt not wholly neglh 
thy duty, yet thy affliction ſpoils -&y 
ſucceſs and comfort of it ; thy heartÞ0 
wandring , dead, - diſtracted 'in Pray 
and Meditation, ſo that thou haſt noec 
lief or camfort from it. Wi 
Ronze up thy felf Chriſtian and of 

ſider, this is not Right. Surely the W! 

works not kindly now. - What,did thy loc 

to God expire when thy friend expire 

Is thy heart as cold in duty, as I! 

body is in: the grave > Hath natural del 

ſeized him, and ſpiritual deadneſs ſei. 
thee ? Sure then thos haſt more rea 
to lament thy-dead heart, than'thy da 
friend. Divert the ſtream ofthy troub 

ſpeedily, and labour to recover thy i 

out of this temper quickly; leſt fad & 
Ls PEVIEnNe 
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perience ſhortly tell thee, that what thou 
now mourneſt for, is but a trifle to what 
thou ſhalt mourn for hereafter. To 
loſe the heavenly warmth and ſpiritual 
ivelineſs of thy affections, is undoubted- 
ly a far more conſiderable loſs, than to 
ole the wife of thy boſom, or the {weet- 
sf Child that ever a tender Parent laid in 
Sthe Grave. og 
Reader, If this be thy-caſe, Thou haſt 
reaſon to challenge the firſt place amon 
he mourners. 1t 1s better for thee to bu= 
Wy ten ſons, than to remit one degree of 
love or delight in God. The end of God 
"oF —_ was to win thy heart nearer - 
to him, by removing that which eſtran- 
Fed it ; how then doſt thou croſs the very 
Sdeſign of God in this diſpenſation ? Muſt 
py? ” then loſe his delight in thy fellow- 
Whip, becauſe thou haſt loſt thine in the 
Wcreature ? -Surely when thy troubles thus 
Faccompany thee to thy Cloſet, they are 
ſinful and extravagant troubles. ' 
 Fourthly, Then you may alſo conclude 
Syour {orrows to be exceſſive and finfu], 
her they ſo overload and oppreſs ' your 
; E odtes, AS Io endanger . you toes, Or . ren- 
cr them uſeleſs and unfit for ſervice . þ 
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| Worldly Sorrow morks Death, 2. G 
7. 10. that is, ſorrow after the many 
of worldly men , ſorry 
Triftitia mundi in a meer carnal naty 
67 triſtzt1a jw way, which is not reliewÞ0 
| wy iz or, dy, any ſpiritual reaſonit 
mundi ' naſcitur. and conſ1derations : | 
Eſti. in 1oc. falls ſo heavy ſometinſ< 
| | upon the body , that. WP 
ſinks under the weight, and is caſt infÞ®& 
ſuch diſeaſes as are never more wroug|ſet 
coff, or healed in this World. Heavine/MWl 
the heart of a man makes it ſtoop , C 
Solomon, Proy. 12, 25: The ſtouteſt bolÞ 1 
muſt ſtoop under heart-preſlures, + 
It is with the mind of man ( ſaith. on 
as with. the- ſtone Tyrhenus : as long asf 
whole it ſwimeth, but once broken it (inf 
preſently. Grief is a Moth which getti 
into the mind, will in ſhort time , ma 
the body, be it never fo. ſtrong,. and wi 
wrought a piece, like an old. ſeary ga: 


= 


ment. 


_ Philoſophers and Phyſitians. general 
reckon ſorrow among the chief cauſes 
thortning life. Chriſt was a man of forro 
and acquainted with griefs,..and this ſoq 
think, was the reaſon.that he appeared 
a man of fifty, when he was little mol: 


8. 57. Burl 
ſorron. 


than thirty years old, Foh, 


When Sorrow becomes ſinful. 33: 
Yrrows were of another ',,, : 
ind. © | . . bo qui tam W-_ 
Many a mans ſoul is to his modice flevi ut 
ody, as a ſharp knife to a ( qd mine 
ſheath, which eailly CULS Jnr a 
through; and what do 1,5; Aww vi- 
e by poringand 'pondring * r, bodie tans 
pon our troubles, but whet pena Wenn, 
We knife that it may cutthe cet; 
CPcr -and quicker? Ot p.mihi 637, 
Wl. che : creatures that: ever 3 1-7 Is 
od made ( Devils only excepted ) Man: 
& the moſt able and apt to þe his own tor- 
aEntor. y nx. 
& How unmercifally do- we load whein 
mn times of: affliction ? How do' we not 
Saly waſte their ways by- ſorrow, bur 
eny relief and neceſlary ' refreſhment ? 
hey muſt carry the load,. but be allow- 
8a no refreſhment : If they can-eat the 
Wread of affliction and drink tears, the 
Way feed ar full ; but no pleaſant bread, 
$0 quietſleep is permitted them-- Surely 
Fou would not burden a beaſt, as you do 
our own bodies 3 you would pity and 
F<lieve a bruit beaſt groaning and fink- 
ng under an heavy burden , but you- - 
F111 not pity nor - relieve your own bo- 
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34- When Sorrow becomes finful. © 
Some mens Souls have given ſuch defer 
wounds to their Bodies, that they alle / 
never like to enjoy many ealie or comf 
=_ days more whilit they dwell -} 
nem. . © nate noe res of or [i On 
Now. this'is very-finfal; and -diſpleal 
to God; for it he have ſuch. a tend 
care for our bodies, that. he wouldn 
have us ſwallowed up: of overmy 


FH no thouglvit be-fori ſan, 2:Cor- 2; 


ut even to that» ſortoiw- ſets: bount 

Jow mach .lefs with outward ſormg 
for temporal loſſes 2 -May not your ſte 
of natural ſtrength be imployed to bet 
purpoſes; think; you #lian'-.theſe-? - Tit 
INay CQINE;, 


YOU L 
ro- Ip 
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It WAS there 


ly: gratge againſt the hand of God , thi 
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hen Sorrow becomes ſinful. 55 
ar fronble:4s Pull of fon, and we ought to- 
humbled for it before the Lord. 
Whatever God doth with us or ours, 
i11 we ſhould maintain” good thoughts 
him. A. gracious heart cleaves nearer 
ad. nearer to Godin afflictien, and can 
iſtifie God in his fſevereſt ſtroaks, ac- 
nowledging them to be all juſt and holy. 
fal. 119. 75. I know alſo that thy jutlg- 
nts are. Tight, and that thou in, faithful>. 
; haſt affited: me., And heteby: the's 
pul may comfortably- evidence to it ſelf” 
Ss own uprightneſs, and ſincere loveto- 
Wood. Yea, it hath been of ſ{ingylar uſe: 
>. ſome ſouls, to take right meaſures of 
eir love to God in ſach trials; tohave 
Svely and well pleaſed 'thoughts'of God, . 
Fea when he {mites us-in our neareſt and 
areſt comforts ; argues plainly that we 
ve him for himſelf, and not for his gifts. 
nly : And that his-intereſt in the heart* 
3 deeper, than any creature. intereſt is. 
MWMAnd ſuch -1s the comfort that -hath re- 
iMalced ro ſome from, ſuch diſcoveries of” 
Meir own hearts by cloſe ſmarting afflici- 
os ; that. they would-not p4rt with it; 
ÞÞ have their cotnforts, ( whoſe 'temoval 
@ccalioned them, ) given back in-liey of | 


bl But to. yell. with ſecret nog, | 


; _ Se 
' I deny not, but the beſt heart may MW": 
tempted ty think:and ſpeak froward 

_ Concerning: theſe. works . of the: Lot 
that envious adyerſary the Devil wy 
blow the coals, and labour to blow y 
our {ſpirits at- ſuch time into high diſce 


When Sorrow 1s ſimul. "FF 
cents ; The temptation was ſtrong even 
upon David himſelf » £O take up hard 
thoughts of God, and to conclude , 
Verily 1 have cleanſed my heart in vain 3 
;. d. How little priviledge from the worſt 
of evils hath a man by his godlineſs ? But 
he ſoon ſuppreſt ſuch motions, If 7 
ſhould ſay thus , 1 ſhould offend againſt the 
oeneration of thy Children: Meaning , 

at he ſhould condemn the whole race 
df Godly men through the whole world 4 
for who is there among them all, but 1s 
wor Doe or may be afflicted as ſeverely -as 
Wn y clit: | 
& Surely, it is meet to be ſaid unto God, 
have' born chaſtiſement, I will not of- 
end-any more , Job 34. 31. Whatever 
od doth with you, ſpeak well, and think 
ell of him; and his works. 
Sixthly;--Ozr Sorrows exceed due bounds , 
phen we continually excite and. provoke 
hem by willing irrit ations, 
& Grief, like a Lionloves to play with us 
Pefore it deſtroy us. And ſtrange it- is 
What we ſhould find ſome kind of plea- 
daJvre in rouzing our ſorrows. + mf quidden 
Mit S * Sencca's obſervation. & dulce triſlitie, 
CUNR OCCUYTANE 


rmones eorum jucundi, converſatio bilaris, officioſa 


q oe ,, tune ocult welt in gaudio Telaxantur. Sen. 
oP. 805. 
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rant, Calvin. Grave, Or often looking 1 


licks of our deceaſed friends, and oft 


-experimentally true, that even ſorrow ! 
ſelf hath a certain kind of delight atten | 
Y 


© Tae Jews that were with Mary in & 
houſe to comfort her, Whez they ſaw tl 


| 


ſhe went out haſtily, followed her, ſaying, 8 7: 
 goeth to the grave to weep there. Joh, 11. of 


As they do(ſaith Cale 
Ex _ _ that ſeek to provoke t 
u us TON X 1 
es c6e- troubles by going to 
on the dead body. , 
Thus wedelight.to look upon the 7x 


to mention:their actions and ſayings, of 
ſo much for any matter of holy & 
weighty inſtruction or imitation s | 
that would warrant and commend . 
action ; but rather to rab the wound, a 
fetch freſh blood from it, by pierd 
our ſelves with ſome little- trivial, 4 
wounding circumſtances. I have knoy 
many that will fit and talk of the i 
tures, actions and ſayings of their Cill 
dren, for hours together , and weep 
the rehearſal of them, and that for mi 
months after they are gone: So keepi 
the wound continually open, and: ex 
Ciating their own hearts without # 
benefitat all by them. A lock of by { 

* 
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When Sorrow becomes ſmful. 39 
ſome ſuch trifles muſt be kept for this 
le to renew their ſorrow daily by 
Poking on it. On this account, Facob 
would not have his Son called Berorz, 
leſt it ſhould renew his forrow, but Ber- 
Jamin. | 
I am far from commending a bruitifh 
oblivion of our dear Relations, and con- 
demn it as much as Ido this childiſh and 
unprofitable remembrance. Oh friends, 
we have other things to do under the 
Rad than theſe. Were it not bettertg 
e ſearching qur hearts and houſes, when 
Gods rod 1s upon us, and ſtudying how 
to anſwer the end of it, by mortifying 
thoſe corruptions. which provoke it > 
Surely the rod works not kindly till ig. 
ag ata rny Laſtly, Onr 
' Seventhly, Laltly, Oar ſorrows way 
| then be pronounced finful, when they 
fas our ears to all the wholeſom and 
{caſonable words of cogncel and comforc 
| offered us for our relief and ſupport. 
| Jer. 3I. 15. 4 woice was heard in Ras 
| mah; lamentation and bitter weeping 3 
| Rachel weeping for her Children, would 
not be comforted for her Children, becauſe 
ey were not. She will admit no com- 
fort, her diſeaſe is curable by no other 
meas but the reſtoration. of her chil. 
GC 2 dren, 


:4do . When Sorrow becomes ſinful, | 
dren; give her them again and ſhe will 
be . quiet, elſe you ſpeak into the air, 
regards not whatever-you fay. . 1 
.:» Thus Jſrael in the cruel bondage 
Egypt, Moſes brings them the glad-1 
dings of deliverance ; But they hearkent 
not to him, becauſe of the anguiſh of Syk 
rit, and their eruel bondage, Ex0d.6. 9g. 1 
— Thus obſtinately fixed are - matiy j 
their trouble, that no words of advig 
or comfort find any place with them : ye 
| Thave known ſome exceeding quick ati 
ingenions, even above the rate ofthe 
common parts and abilities in inventinfi 
ſhifts, and - framing objections to tuy 
off comfort from themſelves ; 'as if th 
had been hired to plead againſt'their oy 
- intereſt : and if they be driven from tho 
Pleas, yet they are ſetled in' their troubl 
too faſt to be moved , ſay what you wi 
they mind. it not 3 | or at moft it abides mi 
upon them.. Let proper, feaſonable' at 
vice of comfort be tendred, they refuſe'lf 
our counſel-.is good, but they have nt 
eart to it now. Thus Plal. 77. 10 
My, Soil ( faith he) retuled to be C0008 
forted. nn a ie nn OY "i 
 Towant comfort in time. of afflictiq 
1s an aggravation of our aftiiction 3 bwl 
to. refuſe it, when offered us, wants D 0 
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| When Sorrow 1s ſinful. 41 
fin. Time may come, when we woauld 
be glad to receive comfort, or hear 4 
# word of ſupport, and ſhall be denied 
& 1C, | 
* O, *tis a mercy to the afflicted to have 
# Barzabas with them, an mterpreter, one 
S among a thouſand 5 and it will be the 
E great (in, and folly of the afflicted to ſpill 
thoſe excellent .cordials prepared and of 
fered to them;like water upon the ground, 
© ont of a froward, or dead: ſpirit, under 
trouble: Say not with them , Lam. 3: 
18, 19: My hope is periſhed from the Lord, 
remembring mine affiiftion and my miſery 
the Wormwood and the Gall. Tr's a thouſan 
pities the wormwood and gall of afflicti- 
on ſhentd ſb diſguſt a Chriſtian, as thace 
he ſhould not at any time be able to reliſh 
the ſweetneſs that is in Chriſt, and in the 
promiſes. And thus TI have diſpatcher the: 
| firſt part of my deſign, in ſhewing you 
wherein the furof mourners doth not lye;. 
8 andin what it-doth. ) 
* Secondly, Having cleared' this, and 
# ſhewn you wherein the fin -and danger: 
8 lyes; my way is prepared to-theſecond: 
$ ting propoſed , namely, to diſlwade 
Mourners from theſe ſinful exceſſes of 
gxorrows, and keep the golden bridle of 
@ moderation: upon their paſſions in times 
; 63 - oY 
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42 The unſanftified Mourner ſupported. 
of affliction. And O that my words nf 
be as ſucceſsful upon thoſe penfive tot 
that ſhall read them, as Abigails were |! 
David , 1 Sam. 25, 32. who when || 
_ perceived how proper. and ſeaſonable thi 
were, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrg 
who ſent thee this day to meet me, and ble 
be thy advice. ; 
Tam ſenſible how hard a task it is} 
here undertakez to charm down, a 
©llay mutinous, raging ,, and tinfultug 
paſſions ; to give a check to the torrent! 
paſſion, is ordinarily but to provoke it, 
make it rage and4well the more. A 
The work is the Lords, wholly depen 
UPON his POWET and bleſhng; He.-tt 
fith- to the Sea, when the waves thete 
roar, 'Beſtil! ; can alſo-quiet and compg 
the ſtormy and tumultuous Sea that raf 
in the breaſts of the afflicted, and caſts uf 
nothing but the froth of vain and ulelg 
complaints of our miſery, or the airt ( 
ſinful and wicked complaints of the deaf 
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ings of the Lord with us. . 
The rod of affliftion goes round, ai 
vilits all ſorts of perſons without 4 
ference : It is upon the Tabernacles of ti 
juſt and of the unjuſt , the righteous a 
the wicked, both-are mourning under tWſ , 
Th 
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The unſanftified Monrner ſupported. 43+ 

The Godly are not fo to be minded, as 
chat the other be wholly neglected, they 
have as ſtrong and tender , though nor. 
as regular affections to their Relations,and 
muſt not be wholly ſuffered to ſink under- 
their unrelieved burthens. 

| Here therefore I muſt have reſpe&t to 

two forts of Perſons, whom I find in tears 
upon the fame account ; I mean the loſs 
of their dear Relations, the Regenerate 
and the Unregenerate, I am a devtor to: 
both , and ſhall endeavour their {uppor? 
and aſſiſtance; for even the unregene- 
rae _ for F.. _ and TY þ7 

ty, muſt not be neg- 7... 
|ectes and wholly {lighted om, mit es 
m their affliftions. We. _ 

| muſt piry them that cannot pity them- 

ſelves. The Law of God commands ns 

E tohelpa beaſt, if fallen under its burden . 
How much more-aman ſinking under a 
load of ſorrows ? - 

s I confeſs uſes of comfort to the unre- 

© generate are not ( ordinarily ) in uſe a- 

& mong us, andit may {zem ſtrange whence 
any thing of ſupport ſhould be drawn for 
them, that have no- ſpecial intereſt in 
Chriſt, or promiſes. 

I confeſs alſo, I find my ſelf -under 

4 great diſadvantages for this work, .I cats 

- C 4 ner 
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' not offer them thoſe reviving cordia 
that are contained in Chriſt, and the 
venant, for Gods afflicted people; but ye 
ſuch is the goodneſs of God even to hif 
.enemies, that they are not left wholly 
without ſupports, or means to allay, rhel 
Sorrow. 
| If this therefore be thy caſe, who 1 read; 
eſt thele lines; afflicted and unſandtified 
mourning bitterly tor thy dead friend i 
and more caule . to mourn for thy deag 
ful, Chriftleſs, and graceleſs, as- well 


25 childleſs or friendleſ : * no comfort j in, 


hand, nor yet in hope, full of trouble 
and no vent by prayer or faith to eaſe thy l 
heart. 4 

Poor creature, thy caſe is ſad, but yel 
do not whol! link, and ſuffer thy (elf taf 
be ſwallow w* up of grief; thou haſt laidh 
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thy dear- one in the grave, yet throw not} ; 4 


ed ſelf head-long into the grave, aftet 
«th ; that will not be the way to remedy | 
thy miſery : but it down a while and pon- F 
der thele three things : E 


Firlt , Thar of al perſons in the World; 


| thou baſk moſt reaſon to be tender over thy} 


life and health., and careful to preſerwe itz 


for if thy rroubles deſtroy thee , thou: art! 


erernally loſt , undone for ever, Worldly 


foes ( faith. the Apoſtle) works death 


And l 
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And if it works thy death, it works thy' 


damnafion alſo; for Hell follows tha” 
pale horſe, Rev. 6. 8. If a believer dies - 
there's no danger of Hell to 'him, the 
ſecond death hath no power over hims.. 
but wo to thee if it overtake thee in thy 
fin ; beware therefore what thou'doſt a- 
gainſt thy health and life. Donot put the 

® candle of ſorrow to as near that thread, by- 

F _ thou... hangeſt over. the mouth of&-: 
$81 _ - 

| © it is far betrer to be childleſs; or - 

| friendleſs on earth, than hopeleſs, and re- 

} medileſs in Hel]. = 

Secondly, Own and” adthire the-boun-" 

| ty and goodnels of God manifeſted to thee - 

E in this affliction ;. that when death came-: 

F into thy family to ſmite and carry offvne. . 

| it had. nod fallen to thy lot to bethe per- 
ſon; thy Husband, Wife; oy: Child- is 
taken, and thou are left ; Had thy name- 
been in the Commiſſion, thou hadſt been - 
now paſt hope. 

O the ſparing mercy of God ! the won--- 
derful long-ſuffering of: God. towards - 
thee 5 Poſhibly *that- poor Creaturethat 
15 gone never provoked God as thou-haſt © 

A done; thy poor child never abuſed mer-- 
}* cies, neglected. calls, .treaſired up the - 
| thouſangth part of char guilt thou haſt: 
C5. dofies> + 


/ 


ti. * 
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| ' © | as :« 6; 38 
done : So that thou mighteſt well it 


Line it ſhould rather have cut thee dowy 
that hadſt ſo provoked God, than thy 
poor little one. nl 
lj * Butoh the admirable patience of God} 
Wh. Ohthe richesof his long-ſuffering ! Thi 
WITT art only warned, not ſmitten by it : þ 
I. 14 there nothing in this worth thankflf 
acknowledgment ? Is it not better to be 
black for another 'on earth, than in thi 
Glackneſs of darkneſs for ever 2 Is it mn 
eafier to g0 to the Grave with thy deat 
friend, and weep there; than to go tt- 
Hell among the damned where there} 
weepitig, and wailing, and gnafhing d: 
_ _—_ chk 
Thirdly, This aflition for which thi: 
mourneſt, 'miy be the greateſt rtiercy th- 
thee that ever yet befel thee in this work 
God hath now made thy Heart Ong 


LN 


WW. 


trouble, ſhewed thee the ,vaniry:of this 
World; and what a'poor trifle it is whidy 
thou mad'ſt thy happinefs: there 1 *- We 
© dark cloud ſpread over all thy «worldly; 
comforts. Now, O now ! if the Lot 
would but ſtrike in with this afttiction, 
and by it open thine eyes to ſee thy depld 

rable ſtate, and take off thy heart to 
ever from the vain World which thi@ 
now {ceſt hath nothing in it 5 antcac; 
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body is tothee 3 and more loathſom in -: 


 ceeaed: He openeth alſo their ear to diſct- 
 Pline, and commanaeth them-that they re- - 


The unſanftified Monrner ſupporteth” a7 
thee to chuſeChriſt the only abiding good,. 
for thy portion. If now thy. afftliction-.. 
may but bring thy {t':to remembrance, 
and thy dead friend may bur bring thee- 
to a ſenfe of thy dead ſoul, which is as. 
cold to God and ſpiritual things, as hus .: 


his eyes than that corps 1s, or ſhortly will 
be to the eyes of men : Then this day 1s. 
certainly a day of the greateſt mercy that 
ever yet thou ſaweſt. O happy death, that: 
ſhall prove life to thy ſoul. * 
Why, this is ſometimes the-way of the 
Lord with men, Fob. 36. 8: 9, If they be: 
bonnd in fetters, and bolden- in cords of © 
affiition, then. he. ſheweth them their work, . 
and their tranſgreſſion, that. they have ex-" 


turnfrom iniquity. 
O conſider, poor penſtve creature, that 
which ſtole away the heart from God is-- 
now gone :. That which eat up thy time : 
and thoughts, that there was no room for - 
God, ſoul, or eternity in them, is gone; - 
All the vain expectations that thou raiſedft - 
up to thy ſelf, from that .poor creature. - 
which now lies in the duſt, are in one - 
day periſhed. O what an advantage haſt::: 
thou now for Heaven, beyond a+ 


+! 
OY. 
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that thou yet hadſt ! If God will but blefi 
this rod, thou wilt have cauſe to keep ma 
ny a thankſgiving day for this day. | 
I pray let theſe three things be -pondes; 
ed by youl can beſtow no more-comfory 
-upon you, your condition bars the þ 
comforts from you ; they belong to thi 
people of God, and :you..-have yet-nothir 
ro do with them. Mi 
I ſhall therefore eurn from-you to tham 
and . preſent ſome choicer - comforts te 
tem to whom they properly. belon 
which may be of great ule to you in read- 
ing 3 ifit be but to convince you oft 
bleſſed priviledge and ſtate of the peop 
of -God in the greateſt plunges of troubles 
in this world ; and what advantages thei 
intereſt -in Chriſt gives them for peace 
and ſettlement - beyond that ſtate you are 
IN. . 3 
| And here I: do with: much more free- 
_-dom and hope of ſ{uccels, apply my ſelf toÞ 
' *the work of counſelling and comforting 
the afflicted. You are the fearersof the # 
Lord, and tremble at his- word : the leaſt © 
ſin. is- more formidable to you than the F 
greateſt affliction. Doubtleſs you would 
rather chuſe to bury all your chiidren than: 
provoke and grieve your heavenly. Father. Y\ 
Your Relations are dear, but Chrift is ' 
dearer.to you by far. © © Well. 
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andy the loſs of their Relations. 49” 
Well then; let me perſwade you to re-. 
tire a while-into your cloſets; redeem-a 
little time from your unprofitable ſor- 
rows, eaſe and empty--your hearts before 
the Lord, and - beg his. blefling upon the 
relieving, quieting,: and heart compoſing 
conſiderations that follow 5 ſome of 
which are more general and common, 
ſome more particular and ſpecial, but all 
of them ſuch, as throuzh the bleſſing of 
God may be very uſeful at this time to 
your ſouls. | © 
1. Confid. Conſider in this: day of ſor- 
row, who is the framer and author of this 
rod by which you now ſmart ;, 1s not the Lord? 
and-if the Lord hath done it, it becomes. you 
meekly to ſubmit. Plal.. 46. 10. Be ſtil and 
know that I am God, 4 
| Manand man ſtand. upon even. ground, 
if your fellow creature do any thing that 
diſpleaſes you, . you. may not only enquixe, 
| Who did-it,, but, Why he did it ? You may 
? Ggemand -his grounds and reafons for what 
he- hath done ; but you may not-do {6 
here : It is expected that this one. thing, 
The Lord hath done it, ſhould without any 
farther diſputes, or conteſts ſilence and 
& quiet you, . whatever: it be that he hath 
F\ done, Job 33. 13. Why doſt thou ftrive a- 
” gawnſi him ?. for. he giveth not an. acconut.af 
Any. 


'FO Auvice and ſapport to rhe Godly | q 
avy of 'his matters. The ſapream Bey 
muſt needs bean unaccountable anc uf 
_ vontroulable Being. 2 
It's a ſhame for a Child, to ſtrive wlll 
his Father 3 a ſhame for a ſervant to cal 
tend with his Maſter : but for a creatiyfj | 
to quzrre] and ſtrive with the God cha 
| 


made him, O how fhamefal is it 2 Sw 

ly *tis highly reaſonable that you be il 

je& to (that will whence you proceeds 
and that he who formed you and yougg 
ould diſpoſe of both as ſeemeth hi} 
good. Iris ſaid, 2 Sam. 3. 36. The 
whatſoever the King did, pleaſed all th 
people: and ſhall any thing the Lon 
doth diſpleaſe you > He can do no wron 

Tf we pluck a Roſein the bud as we wal 
in our Gardens, who ſhall blame us 
it, it -is our own, and we may-crop it of 
when we pleale ; Is not this the caſe? 
Thy ſweet bud which was cropt befor 
it was fully blown, was cropt off by higf 
that owned it, yea by him that formel 
it. If his dominion be abſolute, ſureh | 
-diſpoſalfhould be acceptable. - _ 
It was fo to 0s Eli, 1 Samnel 3. 18. 
It is the Lord, let him do what ſcemeth , 
- 041m g00d, And it was ſo to D avid); 
Plal. 39. 9. TI was dumb, I opened not my 
moxath , becauſe then ajaſt it. © my 
C: 
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 noder the loſs of their Relations, TY 
be for ever remembred, That he whoſe 
#rame alone is Fehovah, is the-moſt high over 
| ab rthe exrth, Plal. 83. 18. EE 
T The glorious ſfoveraignty of God is 1- 
* 1nRrioufly difplayed in two things, his De- 
veces, nd his Providences. With reſpe& 
# to the firſt he faith, Rom. 9. 15. 1 wil 
have mercy, on whom 1 will have mercy, 
Here is noground of difpating with him 5 
for ſo it is ſaid, ver. 20. Who art thou, O 
man , that replyeſt againſt God ? Shall the 
' thing formed ſay to him that formed "' 
Why haſt thou made me thus ? Hath not the 
as = pp over the clay? 

A 25S to his -Providences, wherein 
-his Soveratgnty is alſo manifeſted. Tr's 
ſaid , Lech, 2. 14+. Be ſilent, O all fieſh, be- 
fore the Lord, for he is raiſed up ont of 
his habitation. It's ſpoken of his provi- 
dential working in the changes of King- 
doms, and delſolations that attend 


m. 
Now ſeeing the cafe ſtands thus , that 
the Lord hath done it, it is his pieaſure to 
have it ſoz and if it had not been his 
will it could never have been as it is : 
He that gave thee, ( rather lent thee thy 
Relation ) hath taken him. Ohow -quier 
m9uld this confideration leave thee! If 
{Our Zardlord who hath wany more, a? 
crea 
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fered you-to dwell 'in- his houſe, do.gf 
laſt warn. you 'out of it, though he:.te 
you not Why ; you-will not contend. wit 
him, or ſay he hath done you wrong 
much leſs if he tell you it will be moyf} 
for his profit and accommodation to tal: 
1tinto his own hand, than let it to youay 
longer. | 0 _— 
Doubtleſs reaſon. will tell you, ya 
ought quietly to pack up and quit it. . Il 
your great Landlord from whom you Hol 
at pleaſure ) your own,. and-your Rel 
tions lives, that hath-now-warned you ou 
from one of them, it being more for | 
glory ( it may be) to take it in his. 'ow 
Fand by death z and-maſt.you diſpute thi 
WEB. - + i + 
- Come Chriſtian , this no way becony 
thee, but rather, The Lord gave, an 
the Lord hath taken , bleſſed be the name! 
the Tord.' Look oft from a dead cre 
ture, lift up thine eyes to the Soveraigf 
- Wile, -and Holy pleaſure that ordered thi 
affliction : Kh ca who he is, and wha 
thou art; yea.;, purſue this conſideratiaf 
till chou canit ſay, Iam filled with the wifi 
- of God. OT | .._-;2---.. 
2. Conſid. Ponder well the quality 
the .comfort you are deprived of , and. 
 ember.,. that when you. had. it , it . ſto! 
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al but in the rank and order of common and infe- 
 ri0ur comforts, | 2 
ts Childrenand all other Relations are but 
common bleſſings, which God indiffterent- 
ly beſtows-upon his friends and. enemies, 
Wand. by the having or loſing of them,. no 
man. knows either love or hatred. It is 
Said ofthe wicked, ?P/al.77.14: That they: 
Mare full of children, yea, and of children. 
[Wchac do ſurvive them too ; for, They leave 
MW heir ſubſtance totheir babes, Full of fin , 
\Fyet full of children, and theſe childrerp 
Wive to inherit their parents fans and eſtates 
IWFogether. - — 

B Ic is the miſtaking of the quality and 
tiMnature of our enjoyments, that ſo plunges 
Jas into trouble when we loſe them. We 
n&@hink there- is ſo neceſlary a connexion 
Þecwixt theſe creatures and our happinefs 
What we are utterly undone when they, 
eMa1l us. 

oo But this is our miſtake; there is no 
hWuch neceſſary connexion or dependance, 
ave may be happy without theſe things. 
it is not father, mother, wife, or child, 
van which our chief good and felicity lies, 

:we have higher, better , and more en- 
 guring things than theſe , all theſe may 
periſh, and yet our ſoul ſecure and ſafe 
zoF9ea and our comfort in the way , as. well 

as. 
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as end ; may be ſafe enough though th 
be gone. God hath better things. ' 
comfort his people with than theſe , 
worſe rods to afflict you with thats i 
removal of theſe : had God let your «i 
dren live and flouriſh, and given you- 6 
and reft in your Tabernacle, but in 
mean time inflicted ſpiritual Judgmenrs{ 
on your ſouls ; How much more ſad 
your caſe been. = 
- 'But as longas our beſt mercies are i 
Yafe, the things that have falvation 
them remain; and only the things tl 
bave vanity in them are removed : yl 
are not prejudiced, or much kindred as 
theattainment of your laſt end by the | 
of theſe things. : —_ 
Alas, it was not Chriſts intent to p 
chafe for you a ſenſual content in the 
joyment oftheſe earthly comforts, but 
redeem you from all iniquity ; purge y 
corruptions, {anRifie your natures, wt 
your hearts from this vain world 5 and 
to diſpoſe and order your preſent con 
tion , that finding no reſt and contt 
here, you might the more ardently pi 
and ſigh after the reſt which remains W 
the people: of God. And are you not! 
as probable a way to attain this end i 
as you were before? Do you til 


$ 


ander the loſs of their Relations." ») 
Jo are not a5 likely by theſe methods of 
A&rovidence to be weaned from the world, 


Ws by more pleaſant and proſperous ones ; 
Every wie man reckons that ſtation and 
Mondition to be beſt for him, which moſt 
: _ and ſecures his laſt end and great 
<_Je len; 

= Well then, reckon you are as well 
Writhour theſe things as with them; yea, 
Wnd better too, if they were but clog! 
Wrid ſnares upoy your aftections, yot have 


eally loſt nothing, if the things wherein? 
Wour eternal bappinefs confiſtecth be yer 
Wife. Many of God's deareſt children 
*. Wave been denied fuch comforts as thele , 
Wand many have been deprived of them 
Md yet never the farther from Chriſt an 
22ven for that. 
TN 3. Conſider. 4lways remember that how 
* Woon and unexpefted ſoever your parting with 
Wor Relations was, yet your Leaſe was expi- 
Wed before you loſt them, and you enjoyed them 
Wvery mome#it of the time that God intended 
Jem for you. Gps 
i Belote this Relation whoſe lo you 
meat , was born, the time of your en- 
> Woyment and ſeparation was unalterably 
* $xed and limited in heaven, by the God 
Wf the ſpirits of a)l fleſh; andalthough it 
Pas 2 ſecret to you, whilſt your friend 
T Was 


fs GO ar Oo 
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was with. you : yet-now it 1s a plain an 
evident thing, that this was the time « 
ſeparation before appointed ; and tt 
the life of our friend could by no means þ 
protracted or abbreviated, but muſt ket 
you company juſt ſo far, and then part wi 
You. _— 
This poſition wants no full- and' cle 
Scripture authority for its foundation 
how pregnant and full is that Text , 74 
24.5,6. Seeing his days are_aetermined 
Che number of his months are with: thetlg 
Thou haſt appointed him his bounds which! 
| Cannot paſs. = Ol 
The time of our life as wel)-as the plad 
ofour habitation was prefixed: before wif 
were born. © - — _ 
It will greatly conduce to your - ſettlc 
ment and peace to be well eſtabliſhed ms 
this truth : That the appointed time wa 
fully come, when you and your dear Relg 
tion parted ;-for it will prevent and ſave 
great deal of trouble which comes from 
our after Refle&tions. —_— . 
.  O, if this had been doneor that” omit 
| ted, Had ir not. been for ſuch miſcarriage 
and over-ſights, my. dear husband, wife, of 
child, had been alive at this-day | no, na 
the Lords time was fully come, and all 
things concurred and. fetl in together ts | 


j [ p py 
l » 


| under the loſs of their Relations. 57 
bring about the pleaſure of his will; let 
that ſatisfie you3 had the ableſt Phyſattans 
inthe world been there, or had they that 
were there, preicribed another courſe, as 
it is now, ſo it would have been , when 
they had done all. Only it muſt be pre- 

S caution'd, that the decree of God no way 
excuſes any voluntary finful neglects or 

Emiſcarriages. God over-rutes theſe things 

Wrto ſerve his own ends, but no way ap- 

Wproves them 3; but it greatly relieves, a- 

Woainſt all our involuntary,and unavoidable® 

Wover-ſights, and miſtakes about the nle of- 

means, or the timing of them; for itcould 

ot. be otherwiſe-than now it-is. * : 7... 

= Object. But many things'fare- atledged 

Sgainft this poſition, -andthat with much 

eYceming countenance from ſuch Scriptures 

mas theie Pſal. 54. 25. Blood-thirſty men 
ball not live out - balf their. days. Ecclel. 
8&7. 18. Why ſhokldſt thou diebefore thy time, 

Pal. 102.24.. O my God, take me not away 

18/2 the midſt of my days, Iſa. 28. 10. I am 

Weprived of the "reſidue of, my years: And 

9” rov. Io. 27, The fear of the Lord. pro- 

of ongeth days , bat the years of the wicksd (hall 

of8&e ſbortned, It is denanded , what tole- 

@20le ſenſe we can give thele Scriptures , 

106111 we inſert an unalterable fixation of 

mee term of death. a 
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Sol. The ſenſe of all theſe Scriptung g 
will be clear'd up to full ſatisfaction 4 
ſinguiſhing death and the terms of it. . 


. Firſt we muſt diſtinguiſh death ing 
| hy 


Violent 
The wicked and blood-thirſty man bd 
not live out half his days: (5.e.) | 
ſo lopg as he might live according d 1 
2courle of nature, or the vigour and ſoy 
neſs of his natural conſtitution : tor 
wickednels hs 1 ws nature in : 
cels of riotand luxury. , or expoſes hing 


the band nd of jy of juſtin, which ics ts him off} 


th accompl 
Is ans . : 

Again. we nuaſt diſt ce of the Te 
or linut f or death, b Wi is eat] Reta ' 


Special. _— 
The general limit is now « ſevency . 
eighty years , Plal. go. 10. The _4Sti 
of our years are threeſcare years aud | lo 
and if by reaſos of ſtrength they be' 
feore years, -yer is their ſtrength AR, 


ſorrow. To thus ſharxt She: the F- 
man is generally reduced ſince the 


under the loſs of dear Relatiavs, 5g 


and though there beſome few exceptions, 
' " the general rule is not thereby deſtroy- 


FS The ſpecial limit is that proportian of 
A time, which God by his own counſel and. 
$ will hath allotted to every invidual per- 
S ſon; and it is only known to us by the 
J event : This we aftrm to be a fixed and 
unmovable term , with it all things thall 
fall in, and obſerve the will of God in 
M our diſſolution at that time: But be- 
W cauſe the general limit is known, an@ 
this ſpecial limit , is a ſecret hid in Gods 
Wowvn ſt; Therefore man reckons by 
Wehe former account , and 'may be faid 
Wvwhen he dies at thirty or forty years old 
Wo be cut off in the mid(t of his days; for 
Wir is ſo, reckoning by the general ac- 
count : though he be not cut off till the 
F = of his days 3 reckoning by his ſpecial 
W41MIC. FE” 
8 Thus he that is wicked dies before ' his 
Ftime: (z. e. )-the time he might attain to 
F112 an ordinary way: but not before the 
FFtime God hath appointed. And ſo in all 
Mother objeed Scripture. 
% It 1s not proper at all in a ſubje& of 
\Ftbis nature to digreſs intoa controverſie. 
"las, the poor Mourner, overwhelmed 
1 With grief hath no pleaſure in that ; it is 
' nor 
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not proper-for him at this time; and there 
fore I (hall for the prefent , wave the cog 
troverlie, and wind up this conſ1deratig 
with an humble and ſerious motion t; 


the afflicted ; that they will wiſely cog 
ſider .the- matter, the Lords time w; 
come. Your Relations lived with ye 
every moment that God intended thei 
for you, before you had them. 4 
O Parents! mind this I beſeech ye 
the time of.your childs continuance in tt 
%omb, was fixed toa minute by the Lori 
and when the parturient fulneſs -of thy; 
time was come, Were you not willing 'e 
ſhould be delivered thence into the worlp 
'The: tender Mother would nothave-it &y 
bide:one minute longer in the womb, hq 
well {oever ſhe loved it : And is there 0 
the ſame reaſon. we ſhould be willing wht 
Gods appointed time is come to have it dc 
livered by death out of this ſtate, whichM: 
reſpect of the life of Heaven, is but as tl 
life of a child in the womb, to its life'WF' 
the open world. _ | 
And let none ſay the death of childrd 
1s a premature death. God hath ways 
ripen them for Heaven, whom he intent 
to gather thither betimes, which we knoF) 
not: In reſpect of fitneſs they die in a ful? 
age, though they be cut off in the bud 
their time, He 
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| He that appointed the ſeaſons of the 
year, appointed the ſeaſons of our Com- 
W fort in Relations: and as thoſe ſeaſons 
cannot be altered, no more'.can theſe. 
All the courſe of Providence is guided by 
2n unalterable decree? what falls out 
caſually to our apprehenſion, yet falls 
W out neceſſarily in reſpe&t of Gods appoint- 
Þ meat. 
i& O© therefore be quieted in it, this muſt 
needs be as it 1s. 
*# 4. Confid. Hath God ſmitten your dar-® 
Ming, and taken away the delight of your 
'Weyes with this ſtroke ? Bear this ſtroke with 
\ «tierce and quiet ſubmiſſion : for how know 
Wyo but your trouble might have been greater 
0m: the life, than it 1s now from the death 
of your Children ? 
& Sad experience made a Holy man once 
0 fay, It's better to weep for ten dead Chil- 
\YW9ren, than for one living Child: a living 
Child may prove a continual dropping, 
> Wea,a continual dying to the Parents Hearr. 
EV hat a ſad word was that of David to 
Ir$4biſhai, 2 Sam. 16.11. Behold,faith he, my 
s (02: which came out of my Bowels ſecketh my 
.n&£ife. I remember Seneca in his Conſolato« 
108 Epiſtle to his Friend Marullus, brings-in 


ful Friend thus aggravating the death of 
| 1s Child. 
I D O, ſaith 


' 
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O, ſaith Marullus, Had os child lived 

& with me, to how great me! 
"4 ' deſty , gravity, and prudent} 
might my aiſcipline haywſ 
formed and moulded him ? But , {aith Senef 
ca, (which is more to be feared ) he migl 
have been as others moſtly are; for lo 
(ſaith he ) what children come even on 
of the worthieft families; ſuch who exerci 
both their own and others luſts; in 
whoſe life there 1s not a day withq 
he mark, of ſome notorious mickedy 
p02 it, | 

I know your tender love to your chi 
dren will ſcarceadmit ſuch jealouftes ( 
them, they are for preſent ſweet, lovel 
innocent companions ; and you doubt n 
but by your care of their education, a 
prayer for them, they might have been t| 
joy of your hearts. 

Why , doubcleſs Eſau, when he w 
little and in his ten der age, promiſed# 
much comfort to his parents as Fa 
aid 3 and. I queſtion not but 1/aac a 

Rebecca (a gracious Pair ) ſpent as ma 
prayers, and beſlowed as many hd 
counſels upon him as they did upon | 
Brother : But when the child grew | 
to riper' years, then he beca me a ſha 
aftliction to his Parents ; for it is a | 
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Gen. 25. 34. That when Elau was forty 
| years old, he took to Wife Judith the 
| daughter. of Berith the Hittite, which was 
| 4 grief of mind to {aac aud Rebecca. The 
| word in the original, comes nn nn 

from a root that fignifiles #rant amarituas 

co imbitter : This child im- © 
bittered the minds of his parents by his re- 
bellion againſt- them, and defpiſing their 
counſels. 

And I cannot doubt but Abraham dils 
ciplin'd his family as ſtrictly as any of 
you, never man received an higher enco- 
mium from God upon that account, Gen. 
I8. 19. I know him, that he will command 

E 1s children and his houſhold after him, and 
S they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. Nor 
can I think but he beſtowed as many and 
S as frequent prayers for his children, and 
| particularly for his hmael, as any of you : 
* We find one, and that a very pathetica] 
| one recorded, Gen. 17. 18. O that Iſhmael 
* might live before thee : and yet you know 
uw how he proved, a ſon that yielded him no 
T more comfort, than Eſau did to Jacob and 
S Acbecca, 

O how much more common is it for 

parents to {ee the vices andevils of theiy * 
chidren, than their vertues and graces 2 
# And where one parent lives torejoyce in 
- D 2 behold. 
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_beholding the Grace of God ſhining fortlf 
_ 1n the Life of his Child; there are twentys - 
. It may be an hundred, that live to.behold! 
to their vexation and grief, the workings 
of corruption in them. | 
Pp It is a note of Plutarch 
: ite Moral. P- his Morals, Niocles ( ſaif 
: he) lived not to ſee th 
noble Victory obtained by Themiftock 
his Son. Nor Meltiades to ſee the bat 
his Son Cimor won in the Field. -Ne 
Zantippus to hear tiis Son Pericles Preach 
and make Orations. Ariſton never hean 
his Son Plato's Lectures and Diſputation 
But men (faith he) commonly live to k 
their Children fall a Gaming, Revellin 
Drinking, and Whoring ; multitude 
live to ſee ſuch things-to their ſorrohs 
And if thou be a gracious Soul, O wh 
a cut would this be to thy very Heart 
to ſee thoſe ( as David ſpake of his Ab/ 
lom) that came out of thy Bowels to ſt. 
ſinning againſt God, that God wholf®* 
thou lovelit, and whoſe honour is dearf<* 
to thee than thy very Life ! : 
But admit; they {ſhould prove cv 
and hopeful Children, yet mighteſt tho 
not live to ſee more miſery come upd 


F- 0x 
them than thou couldſt endure to ſee 


Q think what a {ad and doleful fight "_ P 
l a, 
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| chat to Zedekiah, Jer. 5OfIO. The King of 
* Babylon brought his Chilaren ard flew them 
F before his eyes. Horrid ſpectacle ! and that 
| leads to the | 
F® 5. Confid. How know you but by this ſtroke | 
$ which you ſo lament, God hath taken them 
away from the evil to come? by 
# Tt is Gods uſual way when ſome ex- 
$ traordinary calamities are coming upon 
S the World, tc hide ſome of his weak and 
tender ones out of the way by death, 1/a. 
57.1, 2, He leaves ſome and removes? 
E others, but taketh care for the {ecuricy of 
Ball. He provided a grave for 1c: buſelah 
JF before the flood. The grave is an hiding 
Fplace to ſome, and God ſees it better for 
Ythem to be under ground, than aboye 
Boround in ſuch evil days. 
Juſt as a careful and tender Father, 
Ewho hath a Son abroad at School, hearing 
Fthe Plagne is broken out in, or near the. 
place, ſends his Horſe preſently to fetch 
"Yome his Son, before the danger and diffi-- 
Fculty be greater. Death is our Fathers 
pale Horſe, which he ſends to fetch home -: 
M$11s tender Children, and carry them out 
of harms way. 
| Snrely, when National calamir 
3 vurely, when National calamities are 
,graw1ng On, it is far better, for our Friends 
'KO be 1n the grave in peace, than expoſed 
nl D 3 - to 
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to the mileries and diſtreſles that are heref 
which is the meaning of Fer. 22. 10, 
Weep not for the dead, neither bemoan 
him, but weep for him that goeth away, 
for he (hall return no more, nor ſee his natinu 
Country. | 

And is there not a dreadful ſound of 
troubles now in our ears? Do not the 
clouds gather blackneſs? Surely all thingſ 
round about us ſeem to be preparing andf 
diſpoſing themſelves for affliction. Thy 
Hays may be nigh in which you ſhall fay 
Bleſſed is the womb that never bare, ana tl 
papsthat never gave ſuck, | 

it was in the day wherein the faith and 
patience of the Saints were exerciſed tha 
John heard a voice from heaven,ſ(aying to 
lim, Write, Bleſſed are the dead which a 
inthe Lord from henceforth. 

Thy friend by an a& of favour is di 
banded by death, whilſt thou thy ſelf a 
left to endure a great fight of afflictionff j] 
And now if troubles come, thy cares an zz 
fears will be ſo much the leſs, and thi 
own death ſo much the eafier to theeF$j 
when ſo much of thee is in heaven alretÞy, 
dy. In this caſe; the Lord by a merci 
ful diſpenſation is providing both fall 
one ſafety, and thy ovn eaſter paſſage tl 
tnem, 


q- 
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' Tn removing: thy friends before hand, 
| he ſeems to ſay to thee as he did to Perer, 
E Tohn 14.7. What 1 do thou knoweſt not now , 

® bur hereafter thou ſhalt know 1t. The- eye 

#* of Providence hath a proſpect far beyond 

| thine ; it would be in probability an hard- 
er task for thee to leave them behind, 
than to follow them. 

A tree that is deeply rooted in the 
earth, requires many ſtrokes to fell it, 
but when its roots are looſened before- 
hand, then an eafie ſtroke lays it down up® 

on the earth. 

{ 6, Conſider. A parting time muſt needs 
8 come. And why -15 not this as good as ano- 
ther ? You knew before-hand, your child 
ws or friend was mortal, and that the thread: 
& that linked you together , muſt be cur. 
It any one( ſaith Ba#l ) had | 

asked you, when your er gphver xbong 

: . deals | 2 
chitd was born, what is quan multi poſt 
that which is born 3; what !{@:m run 14- 
"would you have anſwered > £%* _ 

If Would you not have faid *** £?: 59: 

[1t 1S2 man? and if a man ; then a Mortal 
it vanithing thing. And why then are you: 
Cl cola hags with wonder to fee a dying thing 
if dead ? 


He ( faich Sezeca ) who Seneca's Epiſtc 


complains that one is #4 
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dead, complains that he was a man. All 
men are under the .ſame condition, to 
whoſe ſhare it falls to be born, to him it | 
remains to die. ; 

We are indeed diſtinguiſhed by the in- 
tervals, but equalized inthe iſſue : /: is api 
pointed to. all men onceto die, Heb. 9. 27.Þ 
_ is a Statute Law of Heaven in the 
cale. | 
Poſſibly you think this is the worſt 
time for parting that could bez had you 
Enjoyed it longer, you could have parted|f 
eaſter, but how are you deceived in that? * 
The longer yqu had enjoyed it, the lo-# 
ther ſill you would have been to leave ith 
the deeper it would have rooted it ſelf inf 


your affection. = 
Had God given you ſuch a priviledgg 
as was once granted to the Engliſh Parlia 
ment ; that the union betwixt you” and 
your friend ſhould not be diſſolved, till 
you your ſelf were willing it ſhould be 
diſlolved > When, think you would youg 
havebeen willing it (hould be diflolved ? | 
| TIr's well for us and ours that our times 
2re in Gods hand;and not in our own: AndÞ 
how immature {oever it ſeemed to be 
when it was cut down; yet it came #4 
the grave in a full age, as a ſhock of cort 
in its ſeaſon, Job 5.26. They that are 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and in the Covenant, never die - 
unſeaſonably whenſoever they die ( Saith - 
one upon the Text) They 
die in 4 good old age, yea 
though they die in.the Spring end Flower of © | 
youth, they die in 4 good old age, ( 1. e. ) 
They are ripe for death whenever they ale... 
Whenever the Godly die, it s harveſt-time - 
with him: though in a natural capacity he © 
ve cut down while he is green, and cropt 
in the bud or bloſſom; yet in his Spiritual" 
capacity he never dies before he is ripe 5 Gog, 
can ripen his ſpeedily, he can let out ſuch warm 
rays and beams of his ſpirit upon them, as : 


Car. in Loc, 


K ſhall ſoon maturate the ſeeds of grace into a pre- - 
| paredneſs for Glory. 


It was doubtleſs the moſt fit -and ſea- - 
{onable time for them that ever they could 
die in, and as it is a fit time for them, ſo. 
for you allo. Had it lived longer, it - 
might either have engaged you more, 
and ſo your parting would have been har- -. 
der ; or elſe have puzzled and ſtumbled 
you more by diſcovering its natural cor- - 
ruption : and then what a ſtinging ag» - 


| gEravation of your {orrow would that have. - 


been ? 
Surely the Lord of time is the beſt : 


| Judge of time; and in nothing do we 
Z . 
more diſcoyer. our folly, and raſhneſs; . 
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than in preſuming to fix the times either} 
of our comforts or troubles : as to our þ 


comforts, we never think they can come | 
too ſoon, we would have them preſently, # 


the Lawgthe fear of hell, the dread of death 


whether the ſeaſon be fit or not, as Numb, 
I2. 13. Heal her now, Lord, O letit bef 


done ſpeedily; we are in poſt-haſte for our 
comforts ; and for our afflitions, we ne- 


ver think they come late enough; not - atf 
this time Lord, rather at any other time 
than now. ; | 
6 But it is good to leave the timing both 
of the one and the other to him, whole 
works are all. beautiful in their ſeaſons, 
and never doth any thing in an improper 
time. -| 
Te Conſider. Call to mind in this day off 
trouble, the Covenant you have made with} 


God, and what you ſolemuly promiſed 


him in the day jou took, him for you 


God. 


It will bevery ſeaſonable and uſefulf 
for thee, Chriſtian, at this rime to refleR 
upon theſe tranſactions , and the frameF 
of thy heart in thoſe days, when an heavi-F 
er load of ſorrow prelt thy heart, thanſ 
thou now feeleſt. | 

In thoſe your ſpiritual diſtreſſes whenF 
the burden of {in lay heavy, the curſe ofh 


«S- 


and? 


{hat thee up to Chriſt, the only door of 
hope : Ah what good news would(t thou 
| then have accounted it, to eſcape that: 
| | _ with the loſs of all earthly com- 
| forts! 


Lord give me Chriſt, and deny me 
£ 


| both, unite me with Chriſt, and I will 


* friendleſs, let me be childleſs, let me 


* Soul. 


cry , and ſheived thee mercy when he 
drew thee off from the world into thy 


ſecret, when he was working up: thy 


thou {ubmit to his yoak as moſt realona- 


| Yo and eatie, 23 at that time it ſeemed to 
|} tnee 7 


1k Places where Chrift and you made the 


under the Idſs of dear Relations. 7TF | 
and Eternity beſet thee on every ſidez. and -} 


k 
Was not this thy: cry in thoſe- days? | 


© whatever elſe thou pleaſeſt. Pardon. 
my fin, ſave my foul ;. and in order to 


"never repine or open my mouth: - Do. 
what thou wilt with me; let me be 


* be poor, let me be any thing rather 
* than a Chriſtleſs , Gracelefs , Hopeleſs 


And when the Lord hearkened to thy. 


| cloſet, and there treated with thee in 
heart tothe terms of his Covenant, and 


; made thee willing to accept Chriſt upon. 
| his own terms ; O then how heartily didſt 


Call to mind theſe days, the ſecrer 


bargain... 


| 
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bargain. Have not theſe words, or words: 


to this ſenſe, been whiſpered by thee into j 


his ear with a dropping eye, and melting | 
heart ? | 

* Lord Jeſus, here am Ia poor guilty / 
* {inner, deeply laden with fin, fear and: 
* trouble upon one hand, and there is a; 
* juſt God, a ſevere Law, andeverlaſting: 
* burnings on the other hand ; but blef-} 


* ſed be God, O bleſſed be God for Jeſus 


* the Mediator who interpoſeth betwixe! 
*mne_ and it. Thou art the only door of 
* hope at which I can eſcape, thy bloods 
* the only means of my Pardon and Sal- 
* vation. Thou haſt ſaid, Come unto me} 


_ all ye that Labour, and are heavy Lades.\ 
Thou haſt promiſed that he that com-F. tl 


eth to thee ſhall in no wiſe be caſt! 
* our. 
* Blefled Jeſus, thy poor creature' 
cometh to thee upon theſe encourages; 


C 
* ments : I come, O but it is with many| 


ſtaggerings, with many doubts and 
* fears of the iflue ; yet I am willing to; 
* come and make a covenant with thee: 
© this day. 


* T take thee this day to be my Lord! 


*-and ſubmit heartily to all thy diſpolals : 
* Do what thou wilt with me or with) 
- Mie ; let jag Þe 16h or poor , any; 


a A 8g a A aA aa --- 
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« thing or nothing in this World. I am 
G willag to be as thou wouldſt have me. 


« And ] do likewiſe give my ſelf to thee 


© this day to be thine; all I am, all I 
«© have ſhall be thine ; thine to ſerve thee 
© andthine to be — at thy pleaſure. 
* Thou ſhalt henceto 

© Lord, my chiefeſt good, my laſt end. 
S Now Chriſtian, make good to Chriſt 
what thou ſo ſolemnly promiſedſt him. 
He, I ſay, he hath diſpoſed of this thy 
dear Relation as pleaſed him; and is there® 
by trying thy uprightneſs in the Covenant 
which thou mad'ſt with him: Now where 
is the ſatisfaction and content thou promi- 
 (edſt to take in all his diſpoſals >? Where is 
E.that Covenanted ſubmiſſion to his Will ? 
w didſt thou except this afflition that is 

come upon thee ? 
* Didſt thou tell him, Lord, I will be 
E content thou ſhalt when thou pleaſeſt take 
| thing I have, ſave only this Huf- 
& band, this Wife or this dear Child; I re- 
KF ſerve this out of the bargain: I ſhall ne- 
© ver indure that thou ſhouldſt kill this 
| comfort> If (o, thou didſt in all this but 
AF prove thy ſelf an hypocrite : If thou waſt 
} {:ncere in thy Covenant, as Chriſt had no 
Aeeferves on his part, ſo thou had none 


rth be my - higheſt 
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It: was all without any exception thork 
then reſignedſt to him, and now wilt thoy 
go back from thy word, as one that had 
out-promiſed himſelf, and reperits the 
bargain ? Or at leaſt as one that hath for: 
gotten theſe ſolemn tranſaQions in th 
ays of thy diſtreſs > Wherein hath Chriſ 
failed in one tittle that he promiſed thee! 
Charge him if thou-canſt with the leaf 
unfaithfulneſs: He hath been faith 
Ful to a tittle on his part 3 O be thou: { 
upon thine ; this day it's put to the prof 
- —— what thou haſt promiſe 
im. . 
8, Conſider. But if. thy Covenant mi 
God will not quiet thee, yet methinks God 
Covenant with thee might be preſumed to 
it 


Ts thy family which was lately hopeft 
and flouriſhing, a peaceful Tabernack 
now broken up aad ſcattered 2 Thy poft 
rity from which thou raiſedſt up to th 
ſelf great expectations of comfort in- ol 
age cut off > So that thou art: now, lik 
neither to have a name or memorial let 
thee in the earth. 

Doſt thou fit alone and mourn to think 
whitherto thy hopes and comforts are nol 
COme * | = 

Doſt read over thoſe words of Job# 

Ee) Chaps 
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| Chap. 29. I, 2, 3,4, 5- and comment up- 
| on them with many tears, O that I were 
as in months paſt, asin the day whcn God 
preſerved me | when his candle ſhined upon 
my head, and when by his light I walked 
through darkneſs! As I was mm the days 
of my youth , when the ſecret of God was 
upon my Tabernacle, when the Almighty 


S was yet with me, when my children were about 
me 


Yet let the Covenant God hath made 
with thee, comfort thee in this thy defo® 

F late condition. 
You know what domeſtick troubles 

J holy David met with in a ſad {ucceſhion, 


FS not only from the death of Children ; but 
} which was much worſe, from the wicked 
lives of his Children. There was Inceſt, 
4 Murder, and Rebellion in his Family a 
far ſorer trial than death in their infancy 
could have been: And yet ſee how 
B iweetly he relieves himſelf from the Co- 
F venant of grace, in 2 Sam. 23.5, Al- 
k though my houſe be not ſo with God, yet he 
8 4th made with me an everlaſting Covenant. 
Wordered in all things and ſure; for this is 
_ at my Salvation , and. my deſire, although he 
Jake 2t not to grow. | 
"LL 1 know this place principally refers to 
\ ariſt, who was to ſpring out of Davids 
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Family according to Gods Covenant madg 
with him in that behalf: And yetI douhy | 
not but it hath another, though leſs prin | 
cipal aſpe&upon his own family ; over al 
the affictions and troubles whereof the Ca 
venant of God with hin, did abundanth / 
comfort him. — 

And as it comforted him, although ty 
houſe did not increaſe, and thoſe thy 
were left were not ſuch as he defired : $ 
it may abundantly comfort you alfa 
whatever troubles or deaths be upon. you 
families, who have an intereſt in the Co 
venant. For, 7 

Firſt, if you be Gods Covenant peq 
ple, though he may afi#&, yet he wu 
never forget you, Pſal. 3.5. He 1s eva 
mindful of his Covenant. Youare as-muck 
upon his heart in your deepeſt affliction: 
as in the greateſt flouriſh of your proſpers 
ty 


You find it hard to forget your chil 

though it be now turned to an heap 9 
corruption and loathſom rottenneſs 
O how doth your mind run upon 4 
night and day ! your thoughts tire n0 
upon that obje&t: Why, ſurely it's mud 
more eafie for you to forget your deaf 
child whilſt living and moſt endearing 
much more when dead and undelirabie 


! | 
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than it is for your God to forget you. 
S 11a. 49. 15. Can 4 woman forget her ſuck- 
* ing Child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
ll paſſion upon the Son of ber Womb ? Tea, 
© they may forget, yet will not 1 forget 
A /cc 
Can a Woman , the more affectionate 

ſex, forget her ſucking child; her own 
A child , and not a nurſing child : her own 
child , whilſt it hangs on the breaſt, and 
Vs together with the milk from the breaſt , 
T draws love from its Mothers heart : Car 
S {uch a thing as this be in nature ? poſſibly 
Kit may ; for creature love is fickle and va- 
Mg riable : But 7 will not forget thee, it's an e- 
verlaſting Covenant. 


FS 
at 
a 
T 


 Sccondly, As he will never forget you in 
A your troubles; ſo he will order all your 
T troubles for your good; It's a well ordered 
f Covenant, or a Covenant orderly diſpoſed: 
$50 that every thing (ſhall work together 
A for your good. 
# The Covenant ſo orders all your trials, 
ranks and _ your various troubles ſo, 
J as that they ſhall in their orders and places 
lweetly co-operate and join their united. 
af influences to make you happy. OR 
&8, Poſſibly you can't ſee how the preſent 
A atiction ſhould be for your good , you 
b& are 


=y 
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are ready to ſay with Facob, Gen. 42. 36, 


'Foſeph is not, and Simeon is not; and ye 
will take Benjamin away , all theſe thing 
are againſt me, Put could you once ſes 
how ſweetly and-orderly all theſe affliti- 
ons work under the bleſſing and influence 
of the Covenant to your eternal good; 
you- would not only be quiet, but thank: 
ful for that which now ſo much affliq 
and troubles you. 

Thirdly, This Covenant is -not only 
well ordered in all things, but ſure, the 
mercies contained in it are called the ſure 
miercies of David, lia. 55. 3. Now hoy 
{weet, how ſeaſonable a iagport doth 
this conſideration give to Gods afflicted 
under the rod! You lately made your 
{elves ſure of that creature- comfort which 
bath forſaken you. It may be you ſaid of 
your child which is now gone, as Lamech 
{aid of his Son Noah, Gen. 5. 29. This 
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ſame ſhall comfart us concerning our work,ſf| * 


and toil of our hands. Meaning that his Sonff 

ſhould not only comfort them by afſliſting]i . 

them in the work of their hands, but for} 

ENJOYI0S the fruit of their toil and pains for - 
_— 

Probably ſach thoughts. you have had 
and raiſed up to your ſelves great ex- 
pectations of Comfort in your n age 

| > rom F 


CS 
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from it ; but now you ſee you built upon 
the ſand 3 and where were you now, if 
you had not a firmer bottom to build up- 


# on? But bleſſed be God, the Covenant- 


mercies are more ſure and ſolid : God, 


i Chriſt, and Heaven, never ftart or fade as 


theſe things do. | | 
The ſweeteſt creature enjoyments you 


# ever had or havein this World, cannot 


\ em cd 


* 


I 
CY 


ſ'! might lay down my pen at this period, 


ſay to you as your God doth, 7 will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee. You mult part 
with your dear Husbands, how well ſog 
ever you lovethem 3; you mult bid adieu 
to the Wife of your boſom, tow. nearly 
ſoever your affections be linked, and heart 
delighted in her. Your Children and you 
muſt be ſeparated, though they be to you 
as your own ſoul. 

' Bur though theſe vaniſh away, bleſſed 
be God there is ſomething that abides. 
Though all fleſhbe as graſs, and the goodli- 
neſs of it as the flower of the graſs, though 
the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof 


| fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord blow- 
| eth upon it; yet the wordof our God ſhall 
| ſtand for ever, Iſa 40. 6, 7, 8. There is 


{0 much of ſupport contained in this 
one conſ1deration , that could but your 
faith fix here , to realize, and apply it, 


and 


Bo 


more. 


_ n0t even as others which have no: ' hope ; fot 
if we believe that Feſws died and roſe again, 
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and-ſay, the work is done, there needs ng 


. 


= Confid. The hope of the Reſurretu 
ſhould powerfullyreftrain all exceſſes of ſorrow 
in thoſe tha t do profeſs it. "M 


Juni, my gg) PJ9 


Let them only mourn without -eaſure, 
who mourn without hope. The husbandmag 
doth not mourn when he caſts his ſeedy 
corn into the Earth, becauſe he ſows in 
hope; commits it to the ground witk 
2Q expectation to receive it again with im 
rovement. Why thus ſtands the caſe 
ere, and juſt ſo the Apoſtle ſtates it, 
- Thel, 4. 13, 14. But 1 would mi 
have you to be ignorant, Brethren , concern 
ing them which are aſleep, that ye ſorro 7 


WW. 9» JV ky x k, e_- = 


even ſo them alſs which ſleep in Feſus will God 
bring with him, | \ 
Q. D. Look not upon the dead as 4 
loſt generation: Think not that death 
hath annihilated and utterly deſtroyed 
them. O no, they are not dead , bus 
only aſleep, and if they ſleep, they ſh: 
awake again. You don't uſe to make 
Out-cries and Lamentations for yourY., 
children and friends when you find ro 
allcep 
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20deep upon their beds, Why, Death is 
but longer ſleep, out'of which they ſhall 
2s ſurely awake as ever they did in the 
morning in this world. 

I have often away" that Golden 
ſentence in Seneca, My £7 
thoughts of the dead ( ſaith a 
he ) are 20% as otheres are; miſſus, amiſe 
IT have fair and pleaſant ap- —_— babe 
gan of them, for Ko. 49. 

enjoyed them as one that 
reckoned 1 muſt part with them, and I part 
with them , as one makes ascount to have 
them. | | 
He ſpeaks, nodoubt, of that enjoyment 

of them, which his pleaſant contemplati- 
ons of their vertuous actions could give 
him; for he was wholly unacquainted 
with the comfortabie and heart-ſupporting 
doctrine of the Reſurre&tion. Had he 
known the advantages which reſult thence, 
at what a rate may we think he would 
have ſpoken of the dead and of their 
ſtate ? but this you profeſs to believe and 
yet ſink ataſtrange rate. O ſuffer nor 

Gentiliſm to out-vie Chriſtianity :* Let not 

Pagans challenge the greateſt believers to 
F out-do them in a quiet and chearfulbe ha- 
J-viour under afflictions. 


[ be- 
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_ I beſeech thee, Reader, if thy deceaſ# 
friend have left thee any ſolid ground 
hope that he died intereſled in Chriſt, ag 
the Covenant; that thou wilt diſtin) 
ponder theſe admirable ſupports whichth 
doctrine of the Reſurrection affords. 
Firſt, That the ſame body which wz 
{o pleaſant a ſpectacle to thee , ſhall bt 
reſtored again; yea, the ſame numer 
cally, as well as the ſame ſpecifically : | 
that it ſhall not only be the what it wa 
but the who he was. Theſe eyes ſhall behd 
him, and not another , Job 19.27 , & 
The very {ame body you Jaid, or are nc 
to Jay in the grave ſhall be reſtored again 
Thou fhalt find thy own husband, wik 
or child, or friend again : I ſay the { 
ſame, and not another. 

Secondly, And farther, this is ſupport 
ing, that as you ſhall ſee the ſame perſa 
that was ſo dear to you : So you ſha 
know them to be the ſame that were ona}: 
endeared to you on earth in {o near a 
of Relation. : 

Indeed you ſhall know them no mot 
in any carnal Relation, death diſlolve 
that bond : But you ſhall know them 
be ſuch as once were your dear Relatiof : 
in this world, and be able toſingle thetlyſ* c 
out among that great multitude, and 
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This was my Father, Mother. Husband, 
Wife, or Child. This was the perſon for 
whom I wept and made ſupplication , 
who was an inſtrument of good to me, or 

{ to whoſe ſalvation God then made me in- 


| {crumental. 

For we may allow in that ſtate, all that 
knowledge which is cumulative and per- 
S fetive, whatſoever may enlarge and 
$ highten our felicity and fatisfaction, as 
J this muſt needs be allowed to do—'Z- 


a; 


© :hers judgment in this point being by 

& his friends asked at ſupper the evening 
before he died , replied thus, ,,,. ,. 

What (aid he ) befel Adam? ;,.r oem 


| 7n vita Luth, 
JS He never {aw Eve, but was 


Min a deep ſleep when God formed her > 
"'F yet when heawaked and ſaw her, he ask- 
ed not, What ſhe was, nor whence ſhe 
came ? but faith, ſhe was fleſh of his feſh, 
$ and bone. of his bone : Now how knew 
4 he that ? He being full of the holy Ghoſt, 
4 and indued with the knowledge of God, 
| ſpake thas. After the ſame manner we 
.& alſo ſhall be in the other life renewed by 
J Chriſt, and ſhall know our Parents, our 
Jy Wives and Children. 
A And this among other things was that 
tf «With which Auguſtine COm- 
» forted the Lady Tralica af- 8 EP. 5. 
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ter the death of her dear husband, tellin 
her that ſhe ſhould know him in t 
world to come among the glorified Saing 
Yea, and a greater than either of the 
I mean Paxl, comforted himſelf that th 
Theſſalonians whom he had converted I 
Chriſt ſhould be H1s 708 and Crown of n 
Joycing in the preſence of the Lord Feſus Chr: 
at his coming, 1 Thel- 2. 19, 20, wh 
muſt needs imply his diſtin&t knowledge 
them -in that day, which muſt be mai « 
hundred years after death hath ſeparaf { 
them from each other. Whether thil r 
t 
b 


knowledge ſhall be by the glorified 
diſcerning any lineaments or property. | 
individuation remaining upon the gloritit 
bodies of our Relations ? or whether; 
ſhall be by immediate Revelation as Ade 
knew his Wife; or as Peter, fames, ip 
Fohbn, knew Moſes and Elias, in the Moudire 
as it is difficult to determine, ſo it is neefY 
leſs to puzzle our ſelves about it. = 
Tris the concurrent judgment of ſoulinc 
Divines, and it wants not countenan{{tt 
from Scripture and Reaſon , that ſuch 
knowledge of them ſhall be in Heavea! 
and then the {adneſs of this parting , wifa 
be abundantly recompenſed by the joy #6 
that meeting» Eſpecially conſidering, þ 
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& Thirdly, That at our next meeting, 
they ſhall be unſpeakably more deſirable, 
8 ſfreet, and excellent than ever they were 
in this world. They had a defirableneſs 
S in them here, but they were not altoge- 
ther lovely, and in every reſpec defira- 
* ble; they had their infirmities, both na- 
tural, and moral ; but all theſe are remo- 
& ved in Heaven, and for ever done away. 
& No natural infirmities hang about glorifi- 
M ed bodies ; nor ſinful ones upon perfected 
C ſpirits of che juſt- Oh what lovely crea-? 
© tures will they appear to you then, when 
We chat which is ſown now in diſhonour ſhall 
Kbe raiſed in honour, 1 Cor. 15. And then 
Wto Crown all, 
*Y Fourthly, You (hall have an everlaſting 
{enjoyment of them in Heaven, never to 
part again. The children of the Reſur- 
Erection can die no more. Luke. 20. 36. 
<fY ou ſhall kiſs there pale lips, and cold 
cheeks no more 3 you ſhall never fear a- 
uMmother parting pull, but be together with 
the Lord for ever. 1 Theſ. 4. 14 And 
Whis-the Apoſtle thought an effectual Cor- 
«(Kal in this caſe, when he exhorted the The/* 
1 __ to comfort one another with theſe 
or as, 
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10. Conſid. The preſent felicity ints 
which all that ate in Chriſt are preſently 
| admitted, ſhould. abundantly comfort Chrg 

ſtians over the death of ſuch as either carrigd 
a lively hope out of the world with then 
or bave left good rounds of ſuch an hay 


: 


behind them. 

Some there are that carried a livel 
hope to Heaven with them, who couk 
evidence to themſelves and friends their 
intereſt in Chriſt andin the.Covenang 
«Yea, though they had diedin filence, ya 
their converſations would ſpeak for them 
and the tenour of their lives leaveng 
ground of doubting touching they 
death : others dying in their infancy @ 
youth, though they carried not ſuchat 
actual hope with them, yer they hay 
left good grounds of hope behind 
them: . 
Parents, now/ ponder theſe ground; 
you have prayed for them, you haw 
many times wreſtled witch the Lord .af 
their behalf; you have taken hold 
Gods Covenant for them, as well as ig 
your ſelves, and dedicated them to ti 
Lord; and they have not by any action 
of theirs deſtroyed thoſe grounds of yoll 
| hope, but that you may with much pro 
bability conclude they are with wes 


| 
| 
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Why; if the caſe be ſo, what abundanc 
reaſon have you to be quiet and well (atis- 
fied with what God hath done? Can they 
be better than where they gre ? Had you 
better proviſions and entertainments for 
them here, than their Heavenly Father 
hath above ? 

There is no Chriſtian parent in the 
world but would rejoyce to ſee his child 
out-ſtrip and get before him in grace, 
that he may be more eminent in parts 
and ſervice than ever he was ; And-what- 
reaſon can be given why we ſhould not 
as much rejoyce to ſee our children get 
s before- us 1n glory as in grace? They are 
gotten to heavena few years before you, 
J and is that matrer of mourning? Would 
not your child ( if he were not ignorant 
of you ) ſay as Chriſt did to his friends a 
little before his death, when he ſaw them 
caſt down at the thoughts of parting, 
Foh. 14. 28. If ye loved me ye would 
| reſoyce, becauſe 1 go unto the Father. g. d. 
8 Do you value yourown ſenſible comfort 
fl trom my bodily prefence with you, be- 
g fore my glory and advancement in hea- 
g ven? Is this the love to me ? Oris it not 
gf racher felf-love ? ; 
j. 90 would your departed friend lay 

"to you: you have profeſſed much love 
E 2 all 


/ 
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| 


© 00 Advice and ſupport to the Godly 


< all along to me, my happineſs ſeemed 
©to be very dear to you ? How comes it; 
'*to paſs then, that you mourn ſo ex: 
"*ceedingly now? This is rather the. ef. 
*fe&t of a fond and fleſhly, than of raj. 
*tional and {ſpiritual love: If ye loved] 
© me with a pure fpiritual love, ye would 
© rejoyce that Iam gone to my Father 
©Irs. infinitely better for me to be hers 
* than with you on earth, under fin and] | 
* ſorrow. Weep not for me, but for youl 
* ſelves. T 
Alas, though you want your Frient 
company, he wants not yours :- Your car 
was to provide for this child, bur Jeſa} * 
Chriſt hath provided infinitely becrer faffl / 
it than you could ; you intended an Eſtate} * 
but he a Kingdom for it: you thougl 
upon ſuch or ſuch a match, but Chriſt half 
forbid all others, and married your chil : 
to himſelf. Would you imagine a higha * 
preferment for the fruit of your bot. 
dies? 
A King from heaven hath ſent fall * 
your friend, and do you grudge at thi 
journey ? O think, and think again, wh 
.an horror 1t 1s to you, that Chriſt hat 
taken them out of your boſom, and lai 
then in his own : ſtript them out of thol [ 
| 


garments you provided, and cloarly | 
tnell 
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' them in white robes waſhed in the blook 
of the Lamb. Let not- your hearts be trou-- 
bled, rather rejoyce exceedingly that God 
made you inſtruments to repieni{hHeaven, 
and bring forth an heir for the Kingdoms : 
of God. ED 
Your child is now glorifying God inan 
higher way than you can 3and what though 
you have loſt its bodily preſence for a. 
time-? yet I hope you don't reckon that to - 

pe your lo(s, which turns to. Gods greater.- 
810ry. 

8. When Facob heard his Joſeph was Lord. 
of Egypt, he rather wiſht himſelf with 7o- 
ſeph, than his Foſeph with' him, in wants 
and ſtreights: So ſhould it be with:you-: 
You are yet rowling and toſſing upon a 
tempeſtuous ſea 3 but your friend is gone 

- into the quiet harbour 3 defire rather to be. 
there, than that he were at Sea again with 
you. | - 

Tt. Confid. Conſider how: vain a thing. 

8 all your troubles and ſelf-vexation is : it no 
m4) betters your caſe, nor eaſes your bur=. 

FEB. | 


* As a bullock by wreſtling and ſweating. 

in the furrow, makes his yoak to be © 
more heavy, and galls his neck, and ſpends - 

J his ſtrength the ſooner, and no ways helps 

F himſelf by that. Why thus ſtands the 

NY E 2 _ cale 


' tion: So your forrowing _ may ſooner: 
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Caſe with thee, ifthou be as a bullock on- 


accuſtomed to the yoak - What Chrift 
faith of caring, we may ſay of grieving 


( Mar. 6. 27. ) Which of you by taking 


thought can add one cubit tohis ſtature ? 
Cares may break our ſleep, yea, break 

our hearts 3 but chey cannot add to onr- 

ſtature either in a natural, or in a civil no 


break your hearts, than the yoak God 
hath laid oh you. 1 
Alas, what is all this, but as the flut- 
tering of a bird in the net, which inſtead 
of freeing, doth but the more entangle it" 
felf? It was therefore a wiſe reſolve of! 
David in this very caſe, when the will of 
God. was ſignified in the death of his 
chitd, 2 Sam. 12. 23. Bit now he is dead, | 
wherefore ſhould 1 faſt? - Can I bring hins 
back again ?' 1 ſhall goto him, but he fhallnot } 
return tO me. 
Can I bring him back again ? No, l 
can no more alter the purpoſe and work 
of God, than I canchange the ſeaſons of 
the year, or alter the'courſe of Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, or diſturb the order of the day. 
and night; which are all unalterably e- 
ſtabliſhed by a firm conſtitution and ordi-'} 
nance of Heaven. 3 


C 
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As theſe ſeaſons cannot be changed by: 
man, ſo neither can,this courſe and way: 
of his providences be changed, Job 23. 13. 
He is of one mind, and who can turn him ? 
And what his ' ſoul deſireth even that he. 


doth. Indeed while his pleaſure and pur- 


poſe are unknown to us, there 1s room for. 
faſting and prayer to prevent the thing: 
we fear: But when the purpoſe of God: 
is manifeſted in the Iflue, and the ſtroke - 
15 given, then it 1s the vaineſt thing in the: 


world to fret and ves oar ſelves, as Davids 


ſervants thought he would do, as ſoon- 
as he ſhould hear the Child was dead :: 
but he was iviſer than fo, his tears and. 
cries to God before, had thenature and- 


uſe of means to prevent the affliction 


but when it was come, and could not be. 


prevented, then they were of no uſe; to 


no purpoſe in che World: Wherefore ſhoald- 
I faſt; q. d. To what end, uſe or purpoſe 


will it be now? 


_ Well then, c8ſt not away your ſtreneth- 
and ſpirits to no advantage, reſerve them 
for fature exerciſes and tryals, Time - 
may come that you may need. all the- 
ſtrength you have, - and much more to ſup- 


port greater burthens than this. 


E'4. 12, .Confid.. 
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12. Confſid. The Lord is able to reflore 


all your loſt comforts in Relations, double to 
you, if you meekly ſubmit to him, and pati. 
ently wait upon him tnader the rod. 


When E/au had loſt his bleſſing, he 


faid, Hiſt thou but one bleſſing, my Father ? 
Gen. 27. 38. But your Father hath more 
bleſſings for you than one ; his name is 


The Father of Mercies. 2 Cor. 13. Hef 


can beget and create as many mercies for 


you as he pleaſeth ; Relations and the com> 
forts of them are at his command. - 

It is but a few months or years paſt, 
and theſe comforts whoſe loſs you now: 
lament were not in being ; nor did you 


know whence they ſhould ariſe to you;,-| 


yet the Lord gave the word, and com- - 


manded them for you - and if he pleaſe 


he can make the death of theſe bur like: 
a {cythe-to the Meadow that is mown 


down, or a razor to the head that is ſha- 


ved bare; which though it lay you under 
the preſent trouble and reproach of-bar- . 


renneſs, yet doth but make way for a 
double increaſe, a ſecond ſpring with ad- 


So that as it was with the Captive. 


Church in reſpe& of her ſpecial Chil- 
dren in the day of ber Captivity and re- 


proach 


" 
my 
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proach, the Lord made up all with ad--- 
yantage to her, even to her ownaſtoniſh- + 
ment, Iſa. 42. 20: The children which .- 
thou ſhalt have after thou haſt loſt the other, _ 
thall ſay again in thy -years, the place istoo-- - - 
ftreight for me, give place tome that I may... 
awell, : 

Thus may he deal with you, as toyour - 
' - natural Children and Relations : So that--- 
what the man of God faid to Amaziahz. .. 
x Chrox. 25. 9, may be applied to:the*. 
cale in- hand, Amaziab ſaid FO the mMAR .- 
of God, but what ſhall we dofor the hun=- - 
ared Talents? And the man of God an{we--- 
red, The Lord is able to-give thee much moxe: - - 
than this. | 

Oſay not, VWhat I ſhall do for-friends. - 
and Relations ? Death: hath robbed me of: .- 
all comfort in them. Why, the Lordis- -. 
able to give you much more. Butthen: -: 
as ever you expect to- ſee your future: - 
bleſſings multiplyed, look to it, and--be --- 
Careful that you: neither diſhonour God,.-.... 
nor grieve him, by your unſubmiſfive. - 
pad impatient carriage under the preſent... - 

od... | 

God took away all Fobs children, and; 
that at one. ſtroak, and the ſtroak. im-- 
mediate and extraordinary :. and: that: .. 
" When. they were grown up, and planted: ** 


ll of Advice and ſupport ts the Godly + 
(-at leaſt. ſome of;them.) in diſtin& fami- . 
I lies : Yea, whilſt they were endearing { 
| each other. by the mutual expreſſions 'of | 
L affection. This muſt be yielded to be an 
extraordinary trya] 3 yet he meekly re- 
ceives,. and patiently beats it from the 
hand of the Lord. 
Yott have heard of the patience of ob, 
( faith the Apoſtle, Jam.5. 11. ) and ſeen 
W rhe end of the Lord, Not only the gracious 
i endorintention of the Lord in all his af- 
W fictions, but the happy End and Iflue the 
| Lord gave to all his afflictions, of which 
you have the account, Job. 42. 10. The 
Lord gave Job twice as much as he had be- 
Fore; The number of his Children was not 
double” to what he had, as all his other 
comforts were : but though the Lord on- | 
ly reſtored the ſame number to him again. | 
that he took away, yet it's like the com- | . 
fort he-had in theſe laterChildren was dou- 
ble to what he had in the former. There's 
nothing loſt by waiting patiently, and ſub- / 
mitting willingly to the Lords diſpoſe. | 
It is as eafte with the Lord to revive, | 
-25-it 1s to remove your comforts in Relatt- 
ons... There is a ſweet expreſlion to this 
purpoſe in FP fal. 18. 28. For thou Lord wilt 
Light my- candle, the Lord. my God will en-, 


kightey my darkveſs.. 


T-- 
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Every. comfortable enjoyment, whe- 
ther it -bein Relations, Eſtate, Health, 
or Friends, 1s a candle lighted by. Provi- . 
dence for our comfort in this world, ard-: 
they are but candles, which -will nor al- 
ways laſt, and thoſe that laſt longeſt will : 
be conſumed and waſted at laſt ; but often- . 
times it falls out with themas with can- 
dles, they are blown out before they are 
half conſumed ; yea, almoſt as ſoon as ._ 
lighted up, and- then we are in darkneſs. 
for the prelent. 
Its a dark hour with us: when theſe - 
comforts are put our: :-but, Davids faith. 
did, and ours may comfort ns with this, 
That he that blew out the Candle.,. can. 
light up another. Thos Lord ſhall light 
my candle, the T.ord my God ſhallenlighten . 
my darkneſs, thatis, the Lord will renew - 
my comforts, alter the preſent fad eftate {- 
I amin ; and chaſe away that trouble and 
darkneſs which at preleat lyes upon me. 
Oaly beware of. offending him at whoſe . 
beck your lights and comfortscome and - 
g0. Michal. diſpleaſea the .Lord, and. 
therefore had no child unto theday of her - 
death, 2 Jam, 6. 23. 
| Hannah waited humbly upon the Lord? 
\| . for the bleſſing of Children, and the Lord ; 
| remembreg her, he enlightened her con=-. 
dition. , 
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[| dition with that comfort whenſhe wasas . 
a Lamp deſpiſed. There's no comfort you: 
have loſt, but God can reſtore it, yea, dou-- - 
bleit in kind, 1f he ſee it convenient for 
you, 


I3. Conſid. Confider, Though be ſhould: 
deny you any more comforts of that kind, yet-. 
he hath far better to beſtow- upon you, _ ſuch as: © 
. theſe deſerve not to. be named:with: 


" Vide Engliſh 


And if not then, 


You have an excellent Scripture to: 


this purpoſe in Ia. 56. 4, 5. For thus \| 


ſaith the Lord wnto the Eunuchs that 


keep my- Sabvaths; and chooſe the things: 


that pleaſe me, and take hold of my Cove- 
want 5, even to them will 1 give in my houſes. 


and within niy walls a place and a name. 
better than of Sons and of Daughters : I will. 
give. them an everlaſting name that ſhall not. 


be cut off. © 


Mens names are ſaid. to-be continued 
-1n their Iſſue, in their male 
Ifdue eſpecially, and con- 
Fs {equently. to fail in fuch as. 
wanted iſſue, Numb. 17. 4. 
| And a numerous Iilue is deemed no {mall: 
honour, P/al. 127. 4, 5. God therefore: 
promiſed here to fupply and make good 
the want of Iflue, and of whatſoever: , 
zither honour here, or memorial hereat- 
i 
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| ter might from it have accrued to them, 


under the. loſs of dear Relations.. O7 


_- ——— . 


but. beftowing upon them matter of far 
reater 20nour, and more durable ; a name 
etter or before the name of Sons or 


| Paugnters. 


It's a greater honour to be the child of 


God, than to have the greateſt honour 


or comfort that ever children afforded 
their parents in this world. — 
Poor heart, thou artnot dejected by this 
2Miction: thar lyes upon thee, as if all joy 
and comfort were now cut oft from thee 
in this world. | 
A cloud dwells upon all other comforts, 


this affliaion hath ſoimbittered thy ſoul, 


that thou taſteſt no more in any other 
earthly comforts, than in the white of-an 
egg. O that thou didſt but.conſider the- 
conſolations that are with God for ſuch as 
anſwer his ends in affliction, and patient- 
ly wait on him for their comfort ! He hath 
comforts for you far tranſcending the joy: 
of children. . 

This ſome have found when their chil- 
dren have been cut off from them, and 
that in ſo eminent a degree ; that they 
bave little valued their comfort in chil- 
dren in compariſon with this comforc. 

I will therefore ſer downa pregnant in- 


ſtance of the point in hand, as_I find it? 


FECOL> 
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recorded by the grave -and worthy Aw, 
thor of that excellent book. 
entituled, The fulfilling of the 


Falfilling of 
the Scripture 
SCYIPERTE. 


; 491, 

yy © Another notable in- 
* ſtance of grace, with a very remark- 
able paflage in his condition, I ſhall 


© here mention. - One Patrick Mackewrath- 

* who lived in the: weſt parts. of Sco:land, - 
© whoſe heart, in a remarkable way, the | 
©Lord touched, and after his converſion. 
* ( as he ſhewed to many Chriſtian friends): | 
© was in ſuch a frame ſo affected with a: 
© new world, wherein he was entred, the 


* diſcoveries of God; and ofa life to 
*come; that for ſome months together 


* he did ſeldom ſleep, but was ſtill taken 
*up in wondering. His life was very re-. 


markable for tenderneſs, and near con- 
verſe with God in his walk ; and which 


£ 
£ 
Cc 


*4a ſharp tryal; having his only Son ſud- 
* denly taken away by death, *he retired 
* alone for ſeveral hours, 


was worthy to be noticed, one day after 


and when he 
*came forth did look ſo cheartully. that ' 
*to thofe who asked him the reaſon 
* thereof, and wondered at the {ame in 
* {auch a time; he told them, He had got 
SL © that in- bis retirement with the Lord, that -. 

 *7to have it afterwards renewed, be nog ; 


a 0, ac Aw Md a tomo6 


| 
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©he content to loſe a Son every day. 
Oh: what a ſweet exchange had he 
made! Surely he had Gold for braſs, a 
pear! for a pebble 3 a treaſure for a trifle ; 
for ſo great, yea, and far greater is the 
difproportion betwixt the ſweer light of 
Gods Countenance, and the faint dim 
light of the beſt creature enjoyment. 

Would it pleaſe the Lgrd to make this 
ſun ariſe and thine upon you : now when 
the ſtars that ſhined with a dim and bor- 
rowed light are gone down, you would 
ſee ſuch gain by the exchange, as would 
quickly make you caſt in your votes with 
him we now mentioned, and ſay, Lord, 
let every day be ſuch.as this funeral day, 
let all my hours be as this, ſo that I may 
ſee and taſt what Inow do. How glad- 
ly would I part with the deareſt and 
neareſt creature-comfort 1 own in this 
world. : 

The gracious and tender Lord hath 
his divine Cordials reſerved on purpoſe 
for ſuch ſad hours : theſe are ſometimes 
given before ſome ſharp tryal, to prepare 
tor it, and ſometimes after, to {upport 
under. it. 

I have often heard it from the mouth, 
ana found it in the Diary of a ſweet 
Chriſtian now with God, That a lictle 

before 


IO Adbvice and ſupport to theGodly, »® 
before the Lord removed her dear hys: . 
band by death, there was ſuch an abun- | 
_ dant out-Jet of the love of God unto her 
foul, for ſeveral days and nights follow- 
ing 3 that when the Lord took away her 
husband by death, though he were a. 
gracious, and {weet tempered, and by her 
moſt tenderly be loved husband ; the was. | 
fcarce ſenſible of the ſtroke, vut carried - ; 
uite above all earthly things,. their com- 
orts and their troubles ; So that the had | 
almoſt loſt the thoughts of her dear hus- | 
band in God. And had not the Lord taken 
this courſe with her, the concluded thar. 
blow had not been poflible. to be born 
by her, ſhe muſt have ſunk without ſuch a. 
preparative. 
A Husband, a Wife, a Child, are great, 
yery great things, as they ſtand by other 
creatures, -but ſurely they will ſeem little - 
things, and next to nothing, when the. 
LA (hall ſet himfelf by them before the 
foul. | 
And how know you, but God: hath 
bid theſe. earthly comforts ſtand altde 
this day, to make way for heavenly ones ; 
It may be God is coming to communicate. 
himſelf more ſweetly, more ſenfibly than 
ever to your ſouls; and theſe are the pro- _ 
yidences- which mult caſt up and _ A 
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| the way ofthe Lord. Poſſibly Gods mea- 
| ning in their death is bur this; Child, 
|. ſtand aſide, thou art in my way, and filleſt 
| my place in thy parents heart. 

14. Conlid. Be careful you exceed not 
in your grief for the loſs of earthly things, 
conſidering that Satan takes the advantage bf 
all extreams. | 
| You cannot touch any extream, but you 
will be touched by that Enemy ; whoſe 
_ advantages lye in aſlaulting you 

ere. 

Satan 1s called the Ruler of the darkneſs 
of this world, Eph. 6. 12, (4. e.) his 
Kingdom is ſupported by darkneſs. Now 
there is a twofold darkne(6, which gives 
Satan great advantage : the darkneſs of. 
the m#=d, viz, ignorance, and the darkneſs 
| of the condition, viz. Trouble and af- 
fiction. Of the former the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
chiefly in that Text : but the Jatter alſo 
{ 15 by him ofcen improved, to carry ont 
\ his deſigns upon us : When it's a dark hour 
of trouble with us, then is his fitteſt ſea- 
ſon to tempt. 

That cowardly ſpirit falls ypon the 
people of God when they are dowa and 
| low in ſpirit, as well as ſtate. Satan- 
-| would never have deſired that the hand. 
| of God ſhould have been ſtretched our 

He: upon. 
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ypon Jobs Perſon, Eſtate, and Children 


but that he promiſed himſelf a notable | 


advantage ' therein to poylon his ſpirit 
, with vile thoughts of God. Do this 
( faith he) and he will curſe thee to thy 
face. | | 


What the P/almiſt obſerves of natural, 


1s as--true of metaphorical darknels, Pſal. \ 
IO4, 20. Thou makeſt darkneſs, and It 1s 


mpht, wherein all the beaſts of the forreſ 
av. creep forth, the young Lions roar after thtir 
Prey. RR 
When it is dark night with men, it's 
noonday with Satan; ( z. e. ) our ſuffering 
time is his buſteſt working time, many 
a diſmal ſuggeſtion he: then plants and 
grafts upon our affliction, which are 
much more : dangerous to us-than the at 
fiction its (elf. 

Sometimes he injets deſponding 
thoughts into the afflicted ſoul, Then 
ſaid I, I am cut of from before thine 


eyes, Pſal. 31. 22. & Lam. 3. 18, 19. 4 + 


hope is periſhed from the Lord, remembring 
my affliction and my miſery, the wormwood 
and the gall, = 
Sometimes he ſuggeſts bard thoughts 
of God, Ruth 1. 20. The Lord hath dealt 


dealt more ſeverely with us than any 


lr re TT 


| 
very bitterly with me. Yea, that he hati> + 


other,. 
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 . other, Lam. 1. It, See and behold if there 


be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow which 
is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 


afiited me in the day of his fierce an- 


Get ; ; 
And ſometimes murmuring and repi- 


ning thoughts againſt the Lord ; the ſoul 


- 1s diſpleafed at the hand of God upon it. 


Jonah was angry at the hand of God, and 
ſaid, 1 do well to be angry even unto death, 


Jonah 4. 9. What diſmal thoughts are theſe? 


And how much more afflictive to a graci- 


ous {oul than the loſs of any outward enjoy- 
ment in this world ? 

And ſometimes very JIrreligious and 
Atheiſtical thoughts, as if there were no 
priviledge to be had by Religion, and 
all our pains, zeal and care about Duty 
were little berter than loſt labour, Pal. 
73. 13, 14. Ferily I have cleanſed my 
heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in 


| mmnocency 3 for all the day long 1 have 
; been plagued ; and chaſtened every mor- 


ang. | 
By theſe things Satan gets no {mall ad- 
vantage upon the afflicted Chriſtian ; for 
albeit theſe thoughts are his burthen, 
and God will not impute them to the- 


*condemnation of his people ; yet they 


rob the ſoul of peace. and hinder it from- 
duty 


| 
{ 
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_ day of trouble, many eyes are upon _ 


_— 


_—_—— 


duty, and make it a& uncomely under 
affliction to the ſtumbling and hardening 
of others in their fin ; beware therefore 
leſt by your exceſſes of ſorrow ye give 
place to the Devil: we are not ignorant 
of his devices. 

I6, Conf1d. Give no way to exceſſi Ve for- 
rows upon the account of affliction, if ye have 
any regard to the honour of God and Re- 
ligton, which will hereby be expoſed to. rex 
proach. 

If you ſlight your own honour, don't 


light the honour of God and Religion 
od. Take heed how you carry itin 


Itis a true obſervation that a late worthy 


Author hath made upon this caſe : What 
a6 6 bs ov will the Atheiſt, and what 
pendix to Spb. P11) #he prophane ſcoffer ſay] 
mns preſcrip- when they ſhall ſee this ; 
tion. p, 122, So fſottiſh and malicious 
they are, that- if they dt 
but ſee you in affiftion, they are fraight 
ny ſcornfully demanding; Where 1s you 

f 

But what will they fm... if they ſhoula 
hear you your ſelves unbelievingly cry 
out; Where is our God? Will they not bd 
ready tocrys This. is the Religion they make 


y arg boaſt f which "you ſee how wt i 
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does for them in a day of extremity : they 
talk of promiſes, rich and precious pro- 
miſes But where are they now? Or to 
what purpoſe do they ſerve? They ſaid 
they h«d a treaſure in heaven; What ails 
them to mourn ſo then if their Riches be 
there ? 

O beware what you do before the 
world ; they have eyes to ſee what you 
can do, as well as ears to hear what you 
can ſay- And as long as your carriage 
under troubles is ſo much like their own, 
they will never think your Principles are 
better £ than theirs. Carnal worldlings 
will be drawn to think that whatever 
fine talk you might have about God and 
heaven, your hearts were moſt upon the 
{ame things that theirs were, ſince your 
oriet for their removal is as great as. 
[| theirs. 

They know by experience what a ſtay . 
it 1s to the heart to havean able, faithful 
friend to depend upon. or to have : hopes 
of a great Eſtate thortly to fall to them 3; 
and they] never be perſwaded you have 
any ſuch ground'of comfort ; it they ſee 
you as much caſt down, as they that pre- 
7) tend to no ſuch matter. | 
vl) By this means the precepts of Chriſt 
£ | to conſtancy and contentment in all E- 
= | ſtates, 


Jes 
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verba, brave words, but ſuch as are im2 


your care 


chearful, patient deportment under allſ ti 


wil yougive to the glorious. name whichſ' 


ſtates, will come to be lookt upon ( li on 
thoſe of the SfOICkS ) only ad magnificd 


poſſible to be praiſed; and the whole 
of the Goſpel will be taken for an airy 
notion, {ſince they that profeſs greateſtfi t 
regard to it, are no more helpt there- 
Y 
O what a ſhame is it that Religion 
ſhould in this caſe make no more diffe 
rence betwixt man and man 2 Wherefore 
fnew to the world ( whatever their comY 2 
mon cen{ures are ) that it is not ſo much} { 
to difler from them in ſome 
opinions, and little ſtriftneſs, as in hw 
mility, meekne(s, contempt of the world} 


_ and heavenly-mindedneſs;; and now letf f 


theſe graces diſplay themſelves by your 


your grievances. | 

Wherefore hath God planted thoſe ex} Vi 
cellent graces in your {ou]s, but that he 
might be glorified, and you benefited by b 
the exerciſes of them in tribulation? 
Should theſe be ſuppreſt and hid, and 
nothing but the pride, paſſion, and un- 
mortifed earthlineſs of your hearts ſet 
on work and diſcovered in time offffc 
trouble, what a flur, what a wound} 


13 
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C is called upon by you ? And thenif your 
$ hearts be truely gracious, that will pierce 
& you deeper than ever your affliction which 
| occaſioned it, dig. 
# [I beſeech you therefore be tender of 
# the name of God, if you will not be ſo of 
| your own peace and comfort. 
6, Confid. Be quiet and hold your peace; 
& you little know how many mercies lye in the 
Al womb of this affliftion. 
S Great are the benefits of a ſharp rou- 
J zing affliction to the people of God at 
kl ſome times, and all might have them at 
JJ all times were they more careful to im- 
J prove them. Holy David thankfully ac- 
I knowledgeth, Pal. 119. 7I. It js good 
| for me that I have been afflifted. 
* . And ſurely there's as much good in 
them for you, as for him ; if the Lord fan- 
| Rife them to ſuch ends and uſes as his 
I were ſanctified unto. | 
| Such a ſmarting rod as this came not 
| before there was need enough of it, and 
2 | poſſibly you ſaw theneed of ſome awaking 
{| providence your ſelves ; but if not, the 
$ Lord did ; he took not up the rod to {mite 
f you, till his faithfulneſs, and tender love 
Fio your ſouls called upon him to correct 
nd YOU. | 
<P You now fit penſive under the rod, 
i6  ladly 
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charged with ſorrow, your eyes run down 


ture than you are aware of-: and whalſ c 


ſadly lamenting and deploring the loſs off 
ſome earthly comfort, your heart is ſur: 


upon every mention and remembrance off : 
your dear friend. Why, if there were 
no more, this alone may diſcover the need 
you had of this rod; for doth not all 
this ſorrow at parting, plainly ſpeak hoy 
much your heart was ſet upon, how faffl - 
your heart was glewed to this earthly co: 
—_ 4 

Now you ſee that your afte&ions wer] 
ſunk many degrees deeper into the crea 


ſhould God doin this caſe by you? Should 
he ſuffer you to cleave to the creaturt 
more” and more ? Should he permit it to 
purloin and exhauſt your love and de 
light, and ſteal away your heart from 
himſelf > This he could not do and love 
you. The more impatient you are unde 


this affliction, the more need you had off 0 


It. | 
And what if by this ſtroke the Lord -; 
will awaken your drowzy ſoul, and ref 1 
cover you out of that pleaſant, but dan{ 
gerous ſpiritual ſlumber you were faller 
into, whilſt you had pillowed your head ir 
upon this pleaſant, ſenſible creature en} tc 
joyment ? I5 not this really better for youl 
na 
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than if he ſhould ſay, (leep on : He is joy- 
4 ned to Idols, let him alone, he is-departing 
from me the fountain,to a broken Cifſtern, 
let him go. Th 
Yea, What if by this ſtroke*upon one 
of the pleaſanteſt things you had in this 
world, God will diſcover to you, more 
ſenſibly and effevally than ever,” the va- 
f nity both of that agd all other earthly com- 
4 forts, ſoas that you ſhall from henceforth 
never let forth your heart, your hope, your 
J love, and delight to any of them as youdid 
# before ? You could talk before of the 
Wl creatures vanity ; -but I queſtion whether 
q ever you had ſo clear and convincing a 
i ſight of its vanity as you have this day:: 
o} And is not this a conſiderable mercy in 
1 your eyes. 
Now, if ever, God is weaning you from 
' all fond opinions, and vain expectations 
from this world ; by this your Fadgment 
| of the creatures isretified, and your nffeti- 
J 025 to all other enjoyments on earth mode- 
rated: Andis this nothing > O doubtleſs 
E& 1t 15 a greater mercy to you, than to have 
14 your friend alive again. | 
el And what if by this rod your wander- 
aq 1ng, gadding heart ſhall be whipped home 
n,to God? your neglected duties revived, 
ug your decayed _ 0 with God role 
re 


ficial affliction. 


ing as it is, it s comparatively a gentle ſtrok 


-, Your dear Relation is dead ; bet 
here is but a {ingle death before you, b 
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red, a ſpiritual heavenly frame of 
heart recovered> What will you f 
then? _: bk 

Surely you will bleſs that merciful hang 
which removed the obſtruRions : and a: 
dore the divine wiſdom and goodnefi 
that by ſuch a device as this recover'd 


you: to himſelf. Now you can pray morg 
conſtantly, more ſpiritually, more affeayl 
_ onately than before. Oh bleſſed rod whid 


-buds and bloſſoms with ſuch fruits & 
theſe ! Let this be written among your bef 
mercies 3 for you ſhall have cauſe to; 
dore.and bleſs God eternally for this ben 

17. Conſider. Suffer not your ſelves 1 
be tranſported by impatience, and ſwa 
lowed up of grief , becauſe God hath ex 
erciſed you under a ſmart rod ; for as ſmart 


te- what others as good as your ſelves hat 
felt. 


others have ſeen many deaths contrived it 
to one upon their Relations, to whtch your 
iS nothing. = 

Zedekiah (aw his children murdered bg 
fore his eyes; and then had thoſe eye 
( alaſs roo late) put out. The wort 


Auth! 


\ 
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Author. of that excellent i 
book forementioned, tells _. bh kay = 
us of 2a choice. and godly ures. P 
Gentlewomaa 1a the North. > 
' of Irclard, who when the Rebellion 
2 brake out there, fled with three children, 
Þ one of them upon the brefſt; they had 
1 not gone far before they were {tripped na- 
i ked by the /7;-, who to their admiration 
J. ſpared their lives (it's like, concluding that 
4 cold and hunger would kill them ) after- 
IJ wards going on at the foot of a River 
which runs to Lockeach, others met 
them, ana would have caſt them into the 
| River: but this Godly woman, not diſ- 
"1 maid, asked a little liberty to pray, and 
"Þ as ſhe lay naked on the frozen ground, 
1 got reſolution not to go. on her own feet, 

y 6 | . . 
to {0 unjuſt a death, upon which having 
4 called her, and ſhe refuſing, was dragged 
} by che heels along that rugged way. to be 
= cait in with her little ones and compa- 
ny 


.| But ſhe then turned, and on her knees 
I lays, you ſhould I am (ure be Chriſtians, 
}and men I fee you are: in taking away 
4 our miſerable lives you do us a pleaſure : 
I] But know that as we never wronged you, 


6 nor yours, you muſt remember to die allo, 


1A our ſelves, and one day give an account 
| | Fa of 


| 


| 
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of this cxuelty to the Judge of heaven ani 
earth, hereupon they refolved not to muy 
derthem with their own _ byt turn 


ed themall naked upon a ſmall ItlJand- ir 
the —_— without any proviſion, there tc 
poriſh.” - 
— Thenext day the two boys having crex 
aſide, found the hide of a beaſt which hal 
been killed, at the root ofa tree; whid 
the mother caſt over them lying upon thy 
ſnow. The next day a little boat goes by 
unto whom'ſhe calls for Gods ſake'to take 
them out, but they being 1-1 refuſed : ſh: 
deſired a little bread,butthey faid-they hat 
none; then ſhe begs a cole of fire, whid 
the obtained, and thus with fome falla 
chips, made a little fire, and the childre 
taking apiece of the hide, laid it on thy 
coals, and began to gnaw the Leather ; by 
without an extraordinary divine ſupport 
what could this do ? MY 
Thus they lived ten days without ar 
viſible means ofhelp, having no bread 
but ice and ſnow, nor drink except ware 
The two boys being near ſtarved, 
preſled them to go out'of her fight. na 
able to ſee their death . yer God delivery 2! 
ed them as miraculoufty at laſt, as he haq 
{upported them all rhat while. A \s 
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But, judge whether a natural death,. in 
# 2n ordinary way be comparable to ſuch a 
I trial as this! And yet thus the Tord did 
$ by this choice and eminently gracious: wo- 
man. 

And Mr. Wa! in his Noze-bnt-Chriſt re- 

lates as ſad a paſlage of a poer family in 
Germany, who were driven to that EXC. 
T mity in thefamine, that at laſt the Parents 
J mace a motion oneto the other to fell one 
J of the children for.- bread to ſuſtain them- 
f ſelves and the reſt: but whea they came: 
I to confider which child it ſhould; be, rheir 
J.hearts (0 relented and yearneq upon every 
{ one, that they reſolved rather;all to die 
{ together. Yeapiwe readiin Lam. 4. 10: Tha 
hands: of the- pitiful women have ſodden their 
own children. 

But what ſpeak I of theſe extremities & 
how many parents, yza, ſome Godly ones 
too, have lived to ſee their children dying: 
n prochaneneſs, and oy the hand of 
Juſtice, lamenting their Rebeilions with a- 
rope abouc their necks. 


Ah, Reader, litrle doſt thou know,what' 
ſtings thereare in the affe&ions of others ! 
Surely you have no*-reaſon to think the 
| Lord hath dealt more bitterly with you-- 

\than any. It'sa gentle ſtroke, a merciful il 
ſ © dif- Jl! 
| 'E; 
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diſpenſation if yon compare it with whatf 
others have felt. C 
18, Confic. If God be your God, you have 
really loſt nothing-by the removal of any crea« 
tare-comfort. | 
God is the Fountain ofall true com- 
fort; creatures,- the very beſt and {weet- 
eſt, are but ciſterns to receive and con 
vey to us:what comfort God is pleaſedfi ; 
to communicare- to themz and if the 
Ciſtern be'broken, or the pipe cut off, 
{o that no:more comfort can be conveyed 
to us that way, he hath other ways and 
mediums todo it 'by, which we think 
not-of ; and if he-pleaſe he can convey 
his comforts to his people without any} }; 
of them 3; :and-if he do it more imme-|Þ| $ 
diately, weſhall be no loſers by that; | 
for no comforts in the world are ſo de- 
letable and ravithingly ſweet, as: thoſe 
that flow '1mmediately from .the foun- || r 
tain. Fa 
And it is the ſenſuality of our hearts 
that cauſes us to afte Eithem ſo inordinately, | 
and grieve for the lols of them fo immode- | 
rately, as if we had not enough in God 
without theſe creature ſupplements. 


and yet do you caſt doivn your ſelves, oy 
Caute 


_ 
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cauſe the broken Ciſtern is removed. 
| The beſt creatures are no better, Fer. 2.13. 
*L Ciſterns have nothing but what they re- 
| ceive, and broken ones cannot hold whar 
Tis put into them. Why then do ye 
"| mourn as if your life were bound up in 
"| the creature? You have as free an acce(5 
to the Fountain, as you had before. Ir 
is the advice of an Heathen, 
(and . let them take the VX#*",. 41s 
 extuliſli quere 
comfort of it ) to _ repair 14m ames: (x- 
by a new earthly comfort, tiws «7 anicus 
Fat we have loſt in the _—_ 91am; 
ormer. Ate 
| Thou haſk carried forth ax LP. 
| him whom thou lovedſ# ( faith 
Seneca ) ſeek one whom thou maiſt love in 
: ſtead: its better to repair, than bemoan thy 
loſs, 
But if God never repair your loſs, in 
things of the ſame kind, you know he can 
| abundantly repair it in himſelf. 
* Ah Chriſtian! Is not one kiſsof his 
| mouth,one glimple of his countenance,one 
| ſeal of his ſpirit, a more ({weet and ſubſtan- 
| tial comfort than the {weeteſt Relation in 
F this world can afford you ! If the fream 
| fail, repair to the Fountain, there's enough 
& {til!, God is where he was, and what he was, 
though the creature be not. 


q Þ 4 19, Con(td, 


ſoul than this; Tis much more eaſter to:} 
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I9. Conſider. Though you. may want. a 
little comfort in your life, yet ſurely - i 
may be recompenſed to you by a more eaſel} | 
aceath, 
The removal of your friends before 
you, may turn to your great advantage, 
when your hour 1s come that you mufi 
follow them. Oh how have many good 
ſouls been clog'd- and enſnared in. theit 
dying hour , by the loves, cares, and 
fears they have had about thoſe the 
mult leave behind them in a ſinful evil 
world ! 
Your love to them might have proved 
a ſnare. to you, and cauſed you to hang 
back as loth-to.go hence; for theſe are 
the things that make men loth to die. 
And thus it might have been with you, 
except God had removed them before 
hand, or ſhould give you in that day ſuch 
ſights of Heaven, and taſts of Divine love, 
as ſhould maſter and mortifie all your 
earthly affections to theſe things. 1 
I knew a gracious perſon, now 1n hea- | 
ven, who for. many weeks in her laſt fick- | 
neſs complained, that ſhe found it hard to | 
part with a dear Relation, and that there 
was nothing proved a greater clog to her | 
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think of going to our friends, who are in, 
SOLE heavel 


» 
of 
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heaven before us,than of parting with them 
and leaving. our defireable and dear ones: 
behind US. OR ns [| 
| And who knows what cares and diſtraQ- - 

ing thoughts you-may then bepeſtred and . 

diſtracted with upon their account? Whar _ We 
ſhal: become of theſe when I am gone !. T . 
am now to leave them,God knows to whar - 
wants, miſeries, temptations, and afflici-- - 
ons, in the midit of. a deceitful,.defiling, 
dangerous world. 

Iknow it's our duty to leave our father- - 
lels children, and friendleſs- Relations 
with God; to truſt them with him that. _ 
gave -them to us: And ſome have been--. 
fl enabled cheerfully to do ſo when. they. 
"| were parting from them. Cuher-could : 
, lay, Lord, thow haſt given 
off me a wife and Children , £ bur Adam | 
h 


7 mn vits. Lythes 
have little to leave them. 5 ; ; 


| nouriſh, teach, and-keep them. - 

r.Þ 0 thou Fatherof the fatherleſs, and Fadge- : 
| of Widdows.: But every Chriſtian hath not - 

| a Luthers faith. Some find it an hard thing 

| to diſentangle their affeftions- at ſuch 


)-| a time: but. now, if God- have ſent. all 
ai gh before YOU; yorhave {o' much the - - 
r| leſs todo. Death may be eaſter toyou chan. - 
» OLerS, . | 
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ftate and place which admits no ſorrows 


ſhall live as the Angels of God. - 


20. Conſider. But if nothing that hath 
been yet [aid will ftick with you; then, 
Laſtly remember, that you are near that 


or [ad refleftions upon any ſuch acconnts as 
theſe. - 
Yeta little whileand you ſhall not miſs 
them, you ſhall not need them , but you 

e 


now live partly by faith, partly by ſenſe, 
partly upon God, and partly upon the] 
creature. Our ſtate is mixed, therefore 
our comforts are ſo too : but when Godf# 
{hall be all inall, and we ſhall be as the} 
Angels of God in the way and manner of k 
our living 3 How much will the caſe bef 
altered with us then, from what it is} 
now ! ; 


WP 
i 


Angels neither marry nor are given in|: 
marriage ; neither ſhall the chilaren of the} 
Reſurrection 3 when the days of our (1n- |} 
ning are ended, the days of our mournin 
ſhall be ſo too. No graves were opene 
fill ſin entered, and no more {hall be open'd } 
when {in is excluded. 

Our glorified Relations ſhall live with | 
us for ever, they fhall complain no more, 
die no more; yea, this 1s the happineſs 
of that ſtate to which you are paſhng on, | 
that your ſouls being in the neareſt conyf + 

jugctiof} 
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junction with God the fountain of joy,you 
{hall have no- concernment our of him. 
You ſhall not be put upon theſe exerciſes 
of patience ; nor ſ{ubjected to ſuch ſorrows 
15 now you feel any more. It is but a 
little while and the end of all theſe things 
will come. Oh therefore-bear up as per- 
_ thart- expect ſuch a day of Jubilee at: 
and. | 

And: thus I have finiſhed the ſecond: 
general Head of this Diſcourſe, which is: 
2 diſlwaſive from the ſin-of immoderate- 
ſorrow. 

2. I now proceed to the third thing: 
propoſed, namely to remove the Pleas and 
excules for this immoderarte grief. It's na- 
tural to.men, yea to good men to "Juſtifie- 
their excelles, or at leaſt extenuate them, 
by pleading: for their paſſions, as if they- 
wanted not cauſe and reaſon enough to ex- 
cuſe them. If theſe be fully-anſwered;and- 
the ſoul once convinced, and left without - 
Apology for its ſin, itis then ina fair way: 
for its cure, whictx is the zalt ching deſign» 
ed in this Treatiſe. 

My preſent buſineſs therefore is to: ſa- 
tisfe thoſe Objections, and anſwer thoſe- 
Reaſons which are-commontly pleaded in 
this caſe, to juſtifie our exceflive griet for - 
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it in that line of Relation to which the 


Text directs, yet it's equally applicable to 
all others.. 


Is Plea. 


You: preſs me by many great con{tdera- 
t0ns to meekneſs and quiet \ubmiſſion, 
under this heavy ſtroke of God : but you: 
little know what ſtings my {oul.feels now 
1 if... 

This child was a child of many: pray- 


2nd. I concluded when I had it, that it 
brought with it the returns and anſwers 
of-: many prayers. But now I ſee it was. 
Sf nothing leſs: God had no regard to 
'*' my prayer about it ; nor was 1t given .me. 

1tþ that ſpecial way of mercy as I imagi- 


14 bur my. prayers in the ſame day ſhut. our 
%, anddenied.. 


I. Anſwer. 


& 
\ 


you, prayed not for them ſubmiffively, 
referring ic..to the vieaſure- of-God. to 
YC Of UEDY EW; £0: CORLINYE Or remove. 


ers, it Was a Samuel beg'd of the-Lord, 


ned. it to be, My child is not only dead, 


That you.-prayed for your Children be-. 
tore you had them was-your duty, and if 


=? 
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| chem, as ſhould ſeem-good to him ; that 


| was your fin; you ought not to limit the 


| holy one of 7/rael, nor preſcribe to him, 
or capitulate with him, tor what term you 


ſhall enioy your outward comforts. If you. - I 


did {o, it was your evil, and God hath juſt- 
ly rebuked it by-this (troke : if you did 
pray conditionally, and {ubmuflively, refer- 
ring both the metcy asked;and continuance 
of is to the will of God as you ought to dog: 
then there is nothing in the death of your 
child, that. croſſes the true ſcope and in- 
rent of your prayer. R 


2. Anſwere 


Your-prayers may be anſwered, though 
the thing prayed for be with-held, yea, 
or though it ſhould be given for a little 
wiile and ſnatcht away, from you again. - 
There are four ways of Gods anſwering 
| prayers: by giving the thing prayed for 
preſently, Daz. 9.23. or by wuſpending. 
the anſwer fora time, and giving it after- 
wards ; Zuke.18: 7. or by with-holding- 
that mercy-which you ask; from you, and 
| giving you a much better mercy in the, 
| room of it, Det. 3. 24. compared with: 
| Dea.34.4,.5.0r laſtly,by-giving you patience. 
| 70 vear-the 19ls or-Wwank of it, 2 Cor. 12: 9. 
[7 MOY 


, | 


122 The Plea's of Mourners 


Now if the Lord have taken away you 
child or friend, and in lieu chereof given 
you a meek, quict ſubmiſſive heart tv. his 


will, you need not ſay he hath ſhut our 


your Cry. 


2. Plea. 


'But I have loſt a lovely, obliging and | 


moſt endearing child, one that was beau- 
tiful and fiveet;- itis a ſtony heart thar 


of one ſo delireable, ſo engaging as this 
was. Ah it's no common loſs ! 


I. Anſwer. 


would not diffolve into tears for the loſs 


The more lovely and engaging your 


Relation was, the more excellent will 
your patience and contentinent with the 
will of God inits death be ; -the more 

lovelineſs, the more ſelf-denial ; and the 

more ſelf-denial, the more grace. Had 

it been a thouſand times more endearing- 
ly (weet than 1t was, It was. not too- good: 
to deny for God. If therefore obedience 
to the will of God do indeed maſter na- 
tural affections; and that you look upon. 
patience and contentment as inuch more 
beautiful than the ſyeetelt agd moſt de- 
{1raviei 
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- | grable enjoyment on earth, it may turn 
t| ro you for a teſtimony of the truth and 
: | frength of grace; that you can, like 
> | Abraham, part with a child whom you 
ſo dearly love, in obedience to the will 
of your God whom you love infinitely 


more. 


| 2, Anſwer. 


The lovelineſs and beauty of our chil- 
dren and relations, thongh it muſt be ac- 
knowledged a good gift fromthe hand of 
God ; yet it is but a common gift, and 
oftentimes becomes a ſnare, and isin its 
own nature but a tranſitory vanithing thing, 
and therefore no {uch great aggravation 
of the loſs as is pretended. 
| I fay it's but a common gift 3 Eljab, 

Adonijah, and Abſolom, had as lovely a 
preſence as any in their generation, Yea, 
| 1ts not only common to the wicked, with 
| the godly, but to bruit animals as well as 
| 


men, and to moſt that excel init, it be- 
comes a temptation ; the ſouls of ſome 
had been more beautiful and lovely, if 
their bodies had been leſs ſo. Beſides, 
it's but a flower which flouriſhes in its 
month, and then fades. This therefore 
+ *(hould not be reflected onas fo great a 
R. Circum- 
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circumſtance. to aggravate your troublk 


3, Anſwer. 


But if your Relation ſleep in Jeſus, hel, 
Will appear ten thouſand times more lovelyl ,ao 
in te morning of the Reſurre&ion than 
ever ne was 12 this world. Whatis thef hay 
exacteit, pureit beauty of mortals, to thell Jje 
coarſe beauty of the S1ints in thef 1;ye 
Reſurrection : Then ſhall the righteous ſhine} wo 


forth #s the Sun, in the Kingdom of theinf hat 


Father, Mar. 13 43. In this hope you part] hat 
with them, therefore act ſutably to-your| lor 
OPes. ry: 


- OP (. en 


O but my child was nipt off by death 1n-} 


the very bud, I did but ſee, and love,and 
part : had I enjoyed it longer, and had. 
time to {uck out the {iveernels of ſuch an 
enjoyment, I could have born it ealter, | Gr 
buc its months or years with me were to 1 
rew, that they only ſerved toraile an ex- | hy 
pectation,. which was quickly, and: there- | jr 
fore tht more ſadly ditappointed. th 
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I. Anſwer. 


Did your friend die young, or was the 
bond of any other Reiation Ciflotved al- 
moſt as {oon as made ? let not this ſeem 
ſo intolerable a load toyou ; for if you 
have ground to hope they 
died in Chriſt, then they Via: Mr. Baz- 
lived long enough in this hb pe aH 
world. It's truly faid, he 7, 7arewg.. 
hath ſailed long enough,that 99s 
hath won the Harbour; and he hath fought 
long enough that hath obtained the victo- 
ry; he hath run leng enough that hath 
roncht. the Gole 3 and he hath lived long 
enough on earth, that hath won -heaven, 


| be his days here never fo few. 


2. Anſwer. 


The {ſooner your Relation died, the le(s 
fin hath been committed, and the leſs ſor- 
roiy felt: What canyou ſee in this world 
but {in or {orrow ? A quick paſſage through 
it to 2zlory, 1s a {pecial priviledge. Surely 
the world :5 not 1o defreable a place that 
Chriſtians ſhould defire an hours time lon- 
ger in it for themſelves of theirs than 
-erves to fit them for a better. | 
A Z« Arnſners, 
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3. Anſwer. 


And whereas you imagine the parting Þ 
would have been eafter, if the enjoyment} ber 
had been longer, it is a fond and groundsFRel 
leſs ſuſpicion. The longer you had ene[the! 
joyed them, the ſtronger would the en- 
dearments have been. - A young and tens 
der plant may be eaſily drawn up by a_ ſins 
gle hand, but when it hath ſpread and fixs 
ed its roots many years in the earth it willf: 
j require many a ſtrong blow and hard tug 
ig to rout it up. Aﬀections like thoſe under- 
14, ground roots, are fixed and (trengthned}s 
8, Dy nothing more than conſuetude, and} 
|þ long poſleflion, it's much eaſter parting|rit4 
#' now,than it would be hereafter, whatever|al/c 
T' you think, However, this ſhould fatis-J* 
+ fie you, that Gods time is the beſt rime, [eve 


| | 8, Flea, 


O but I have loſt all in one, it is my 
only one, I have none left in its room to 
repair the breach, and make up the loſs; | 
Fi if God had given me other children to: loſ 
Ks, take comfort in, the loſs had not been ſoa 
, great, but to loſe allat one ſtroke, is 1n- loſ 
|. f{upportable. iol 


\ 
x 
. 


4 
4 


I. Anſwer] 
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I. Anſwer, 


. Religion allows not to Chriſtians a li- 
berty of expreſſing the death of their dear 
Relations by ſo hard a word as the loſs of 
them 1s. They are not Joſt - 

but ſent before you. And it 74" gin | 
is 2 ſhameful thing for aChri- 7, * 

ſtian to be reproved for ſuch 

2n uncomely expreſſion by an Heathen. It 
is enough to make us bluſh to read what 
an Heathen ſaid in this caſe. Never ſay thom, 
haſt loſt any thing(laith Epictetus) but that it 
is returned. Is thy Sor aead ? .. I 

he 1s only reſtored. Is thy inhe- : ig T hni 
ritauce taken from thee? It is © 

alfo rectrned, And a while after he adds, 
| To70 Sto gincrs, Tor wen, (i. & ) Let 
every thing be as the Gods will have 
It, 


2. Anſmer, 


It is no fit expreſſion to ſay you have 
loſt all in one, except that one be Chriſt, 
and he being once yours, can never be 
loſt. Doubtleſs your meaning is, you have 
loſt all your comfort of that kind ; Ana 

, woaCt 
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what though you have? are there not-mnl. 
titudes of comforts yet remaining of | 
higher kind, and more precious and dur. 

ble nature ? if you haveno more of - that 
ſort; yet ſo long as you. have better, wha . © 


caule have you to rejoyce! | no 
ren 
no. 


You too much imitate the way of ' thel tug 
world in this complaint; they know nazf //« 
how to repair the loſs of one comfort, bugf tha 
by another of the ſame nature, which mufl 
be Put in it's room to fill up the vacancy i 
But have you no other way to ſupply your 
lofs ; have you.not a God to- fill: the placyſ e 
of any creature: that- leaves. you? Surelj 
this would better become a man whoſl 
portion 1s in this life, than one that profeſs 
{es God.is his all in all. 

| an: 


5 Plea: yo 


O but my only one is not only taken] 
away, but there remains no expectation 
or probability of any more : I muſt now 
look upon my ſelf as a dry tree, never to 
take comfort in children any more, whicl| iy' 
15.2 cutting thought. ] to 


1 


| 


ters; with this, That he will ave unto them 


| 


TA 
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I. Anſwer. 


Suppoſe what you ſay. that you have 
no hope nor expectation of another child 
remaining to you; yet if you have a hape 
of better things than children z you have 
no reaſon to be caſt down : bleſs God for 
bigner and better hopes than theſe, in 
Iſa. 59. 4,5. The Lord comforts them 
that had no expeRations of fons or daugh- 


in his houſe, and within his walls a place, and 
« name "better than of Sons or Daughters ; 


ever. an everlaſting name, that ſhall not be cut- 


of. - There are better mercies, and bigh- 
er hopes than theſe ; thongh your hopes 
of children, or from children ſhould be 
cut off; yet if your eternal hopes be ſecure, 
and ſuch as ſhall-not make you aſhamed, 
you ſhould not be ſo cat down. 


2. 4nſwer. 


If God will not have your cotnfort to 
lye any more in children, then reſolve 
to place them in himſelf, and you ſhall 
never find cauſe to complain of loſs by 
luch an exchange. You will find ar 
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God which is not tobe had in the creature, 
one hours communion with him ſhall give 
you that which the happieſt Parent neyex 
yet had fromhis children, you will ey. 
change braſs for gold, periſhing vanity, 
for ſolid and abiding excellency. | 


6. Pleas. 


- But the ſuddenneſs of the ſtroke is amaz: 
ing, God gave little or no warning to pre- 
pare for this Trial : Death executed it's 
commiſſhon as ſoonas it opened it. My 
dear Husband, Wife, or Child,was ſnatcht]- 
unexpectedly out of my arms by a ſurpri- 
ſing ſtroke 3 and this makes my ſtroke hea- 
vier than my complaint. 


1. Anſwer. 


That the death of your Relation was 
ſo ſudden and (urprizing, was much your 
wn fault > who ought to have lived. in 
rhe daily: ſenſe of his vanity, and ex- 


pectation of your ſeparation from. It ; 


you knew irtto be a dying comfort in 1ts 
beſt eſtate; and it is no ſuch wonderful | 
thing to ſee that dead, which we knew 
before to be dying : Beſides, you heard 
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the changes ringing round about you in 0- 
ther families 3 you frequently (aw other 
Parents, Husbands, and Wives carryin 
forth their dead ; And what were all theſe 
but warnings given you to prepare for the 
like tryals? 

Surely then it was your own ſecurity and 
regardleſneſs that made this affliction ſo 
ſurprizing to you, and who is to be þlam- 
ed for that, you know. - 


2, Anſwer. 


There is much difference betwixt the 
ſudden death of infants, and that of grow 
perſons : The latter may have much wor 
to do, many ſins actually to repent of, and 
many evidences of their intereſt in Chriſt 
to examine and clear,in order totheir more 
comfortable death - and ſo ſudden death 
may be deprecated by them. ors 
* But the caſe of Infants who exerciſe not 
their reaſon, is far d:fterent, they have no 
ſuch work to do ; bur are purely paſſive ; 
all that is done 1n order to their ſa)vation, 
is done by God immediately upon them, 
{ſoit comes all roone, whether their death 
be more quick or more flow. 


3. Anf wer 


er PROF - Þ 
«OE 


miſery, and life to the bitter in ſoyl ? which 
Jorce exveedinoly, and are glad when they can 


your affliction, others would have reckon- 


tender Parents, and other Relations who 
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J, Anſwer. 


— You complain of the ſaddennefs of the 

ftroke, but another will be ready to fay, | 
had my friend died in that manner, my: 
fliction had been nothing to what now it 
153 Thave ſeen many deaths contrived tt 
to one-: I ſaw the gradual approaches of 
upon my dear Relations who felt every 
tread of deathasitcame on toward him, 
who often cried with Fob, Chap. 3. 26, 
Wherefore is light given to bim that is in 


long for death,'but it'cometh not, and dig for 
it more than for hidden treaſures : which re- 


find the grave. Wo 
That which you reckon the ſting of 


ed a favour and pr wiledge. How may 


loved their friends as dearly as your ſelves 
have been forced to their knees upon 130 
other errand but this, to beg the Lord to| | 
haſten the ſeparation, and put an end to 
that ſorrow, which to them was much} 
greater than the ſorrow for the dead. 


7, Plea 
4 | 
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7. Plea. 


You preſs me to moderation of ſorrows, 


and I know I ought to ſhew it ; bur don't 


know how the caſe ſtands with methere's 
2 ſting in this affliction, that none feels 
but my ſelf ; and oh how intolerable is it 


now | I-negle&ted proper means.in ſeaſon 
to preſerve life, or miſcarried in the uſe 


of means. I now ſee ſuch a negle& or ſuch 


2 miſtake about the means, -as I cannot. 


but judge greatly to contribute to that ſad 
loſs which I now ( too late) lament. _ 
_ Omy negligence, O my raſhneſs and in- 
confiderateneſs! How doth my conſcience 
now ſmite me for my folly ! and by this ag- 


lt by others. Had I ſeaſonably applyed 


my. ſelf to the uſe of proper means, and - 
kept ſtrictly to ſuch courſes and counſels 


as thoſe that are able and skilful might 
have preſcribed. I might now have had 
a living Husband, Wife, or Child: where- 
as I am now not only bereaved, but am 


' apt to think I have bereaved my ſelf of 
| them. Surely there is no {orrow like un- - 


to my {orrow. 


T 1. Anſwer 0 | 
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avate my burden beyond what 1s uſually *' 


fc 
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LY. F (wer. 


"Though it be an evil to negle& and 
ſlight the means ordained by God for re 
covery of health, yet.it's no lefs evil to.& 
{cribe too much to them,. or rely toomud 
on them. The beſt means in the world art 
weak and ineffectual without Gods afliſh 
ance and concurrence,and they never have 
that his afliſtance or concurrence, when his 
time is come; and that it was fully come m 
your friends caſe,is manifeſted now by tht 
event. So'that if your friend had had th 
moſt excellent helps:the world afforc 
they would have availed nothing. . Fl 
confiderationtakes place only'in your cak 
who ſee what the will of God is as I 
#ue, and may not be pleaded by any whillt 
1t remains dubious and uncertain, as it/gey . 
nerally doth in time of ficknels. 


2. Anſwer. 


Do you not unjuſtly charge and fault 
your ſelyes for that which is not really your 
fault or negle& ? how far are you charge 

ble in this-caſe will beſt appear by comp#] 
_  ringtheciroumſtances you are now in,withl 
_ thoſe you were in when your Relation wa 


ſ 
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bious to you what was your duty and beſt 
conrle to take. 

Poſſibly you had obſerved (o. many to 
periſh in Phyſ#:axs hands, and {o many t 0 
recover without them, that you judged it 
ſafer for your friead to be without thoſe 
means, than to be hazarded by them. 


Or if divers methods and courſes were 


preſcribed and perſwaded to, and you now 
ſee your error in preferring that whictt 
was mo(t improper, and neglecting what 
was more fafe and probable ; yet as. lo 
as it did not fo appear to your underſitand- 
ing at that time, but you followed the beſt 
light you had to guide you at that time, 
it were moſt unjuſt to charge the fault up- 
on your ſelves, for chooſing that courſe 


that then ſeemed beſt to you, whether ir 


_ were ſoin it ſelf or not. 

To be angry with your {ſelves for doing 
or omitting what was then done, or omit- 
ted according to your beſt diſcretion and 
judgment, becauſe you now ſee it by the 
_ light of theevent far otherwiſe chan you 


did before,it is to be troubled that youare 


but men, or that you are not as God, who 


only can foreſee iſſues, and events ; and 


that-you acted as all rational creatures are 


bound ta do, 
Y 


- 
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only arreſted by f{icknel(s; and it was du>_ 


according to the b<| light - _ 
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they have, at the time and ſeaſon of action. 


| | 3. Anſwer. 


To conclude,times of great affliction are 
ordinarily times of-great temptation, and 
W' its uſual with Satan then to charge us with 
S more {ins than we are really guilty of, | 
; and alfo rakes thole things ſeem to be ff 
\ fins, which upon impartial examination 
will noc be found to be fo. - 

Indeed, had your negle&t or miſcarri- 
age been knowing or voluntary,or had you 
* really preferr'd a little mony ( being able 
A ro give it) before the life of your Relation, 
and did deliberately chuſe to hazard this, 
rather than part with that, no doubt then 
but there had been much evil of fin mix- 
ed with your affliction: and your Conſci- 
ence may juſtly {mite you for it, as: your 
fin. Butin the other caſe which is more - 
common, and I preſume yours; it's a falſe: 
charge, and you ought not to aber the de- 
SW 4fign of Satan in it. 
| Judge by the ſorrow you now feel for 

| your Tien, in what degree he was dear 
| toyou, and what you could now willingly -| 
| give to ranſom his life, if it could be done 
| * with mony.JudglI fay by this how ground- | 
| . leſs the charge is that Satan now draws 


up 
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up againſt you ; ana you are but-t00. rea- 
dy to yield to the truth of ir. 


8. Plea. 


But my troubles are upon a higher {core 
and account. ,My child or friend is pafled 
into eternity, and I know not how-it 15 
with his ſoul. WereT (ure my Relation 
were with Chriſt, I ſhould be quiet ; but 
my fears of the contrary are_overwheim- 
ing; O it's terrible ro think of the damna- 

tt0n of one ſo dear to me. 


I. Anſwer. . 


Admit what the obje&tion ſuppoſes, 
that you have real grounds to fear the eter- 
nal condition of your dear Relation, yet 
it's utterly unbeſ{eeming you, even in ſuch 
a cale as this, to diſpute with or repine 
azainſt the Lord. | 

I do confeſs it's a fore and heavy -trial 
ana that there is no cauſe more ſad and 
{inking to the Spirit of a gracious perſon. 
Their death is but a trifle to this; bur yer 


ſhould at leaſt ſilence you in this matter. 


wo ws wv 
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yet, methinks, his diſtinguiſhing love and 
mercy to you ſhould do it. O what do 


_ Firſt, His indiſputable ſoveraignty o-: 
ver them. Rom. 9. 22:#hou art thou,O man, 
who diſputeſt with God ? He ſpeaks in the. 
matters ofeternal election and reprobati: 


on. What if the Lord will not be graci- 


ous to thoſe that are ſo dear tous? Is there 


any wrong done to them or us thereby ? 


Aarons two Sons were cut off in the at of 

fin by the Lords immediate hand, and yet _ 
he held his peace, Levir. 10. 3- God told 
Abraham plainly that the covenant ſhould - 
not be eſtabliſhed with ]h-ae!, for whom 
he ſo earneſtly prayed, O let Iſhmael live be- 


fore thee ! and he knew that there was no 


ſalvation out of the covenant, and yet he 
fits down (ilent under the Word of the 


Lord. FO EE ; 
Secondly, Bnt 'if this do-not quiet you, 


you owe to God, that root and branch 
had not been caſt together into the fire! 
that the Lord hath given you: good hope _ 
through grace that it ſhall be well with 
you for ever. Let this ſtop your mouth, 


and quier your ſpirit : though you ſhould | 
have grounds for this fear. 


2: Anſwer : 
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2. Anſwer. 


But pray examine the Grounds of your- 
fear, whether it may not proceed from- 
the ſtrength of your affections to the eter- 
nal welfare of your friend, or from the. 
ſubtilty of Satan deſigning hereby to over- 
whelm and {wallow you up in ſupport, as. 
well as from juſt grounds and cauſes ? In. 
two caſes it's very probabie your fear. 
may proceed only from your own afteCtion. 
or Satans temptation. 

Firſt,Lf your Relation died young, before 
it did any thing to deſtroy your hopes. Or 

Secondly, If grown, and in ſome good: 
degree hopeful; only he did not in life, or. | 
at death manifeſt and give evidence. of -- I} 
grace, with that clearnels as you deſired. 

As to the caſe of infants in general, it's. 
none of our concern to judge their condi- 
tion, and as for thoſe that ſprang from Co- 

{ venanted parents, it becomes us to exercife 
\ Charity towards them : The Scripture . 
{peaks very favourably of them. | | 
And as for the more adult, who have. 
elcaped the pollutions of the world; and 
made conſcience, of fin and duty, albeit 
they never manifeſted what you could de-_ 
fire they had; yet in themas in young 4-_ 
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bijah may be found ſome good thing towards 
the Lord, which you never took notice of. 
Reverence of your authority, baſhfulneſ$. 


and ſhamefac'dneſs,reſervedneſs of diſpoli- 
tion,and many other things may hide thoſe 


{mall and weak beginnings of grace that 
are in children, from the obſervations of * 


the Parents. God might ſee that in them 


that you never ſaw ; he deſpifeth not the 
day of ſmall things. 


However it be, it's now out of your 


watch, your concernment rather is to im- 
prove the affliction to your own good, 
than judge and determine their condition, 


which belongs not to you, but God. 


9. Plea, 


O but I have ſinned in this Relation,and 
now God hath puniſht my fin in diſſolving 
it. O faith one. my heart was ſet too 
much upon it, I-even Idoliz'd it, that was 


at leaſt nd fo ſpiritually as I_ought, that 
was my ſin. Now God is viſiting me for 


all theneglects and defects that have been 
- 1n me towards my Relation. 


I. Anſwer. 


my {in, and faith another, I wanted due 
affections, and did not love my Relation, 


ot. A. 4 
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 ſpeak-as the thing is,the corruptions of the 


fin, and-removed that comfort from you, 


Conſidered and Satisfied. 


I, Anſwer. 


There is no man ſo throughly ſanctified, 
as not to fail and come ſhort in many things 
pertaining to his Relative duties. And to 


holteſt . perſons are as much diſcovered in 
this,as in any other thing whatſoever ; and 
its a very common thing for conſcience, .. 
not only to charge theſe failures upon us, 
but to aggravate them to theutmoſt when 
God hath made the ſeparation, So that 
this is no more than what is uſual and very - 
common with perſons in your cafe. 


2.: Anſwer... 


Admit that which the obje&tion ſuppo- - 
ſes, that God had afflicted you for your. - 


which you Idoliz'd and too much doted 
on ; yet there 1s no reaſon you ſhould be {o 
caſt down under your affliction ; for all. . 
this may be, and probably is the irait 
of his love to, znd care of your Soul, Rev. . 
2. 19. He tells the afflicted for their com- - 
fort, Whom ] love, 1 rebuke and chaſten. 

How much better is it to have an Idoliz'd | 
enjoyment taken from you in mercy, than 


OT — 
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if God ſhould ſay concerning you as he did | 
of Ephraim, Hol. 4. 17. Hews joynea to [-' 


 dols 5 let him alone ? 


O it's better for you that your Father | 
now reckons with you for your follies 


with the Rod in his hand, than to ſa 
doth of ſome, let them go on, I wi 
hinder them in, or rebuke them for their 
finfal courſes ; but will reckon with them 
for all together in Hell atlaſt. © 


Fas he 


3. Anſwer, 


| And as to what you now charge upon 
your ſelf, that the negle&t of duty did 
{pring from the want of love to your Re- 
lation : Your forrow -at parting may e- 


vidence that your Relation was rooted 
deep in your affection : but if your love 


was not {o ſpiritual and pure, to love and 


enjoy them in God 3 that was undoubted- 


ly your fin, andis the fin of moſt Chriſti- 
ans ;. for which, both-you, and all others 
- eught to be humbled. 


IO, Plea, 


God hath blefled me with an Eſtate, 
and outward comforts in the world, which 
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I reckoned to have left tomy poſterity - 
. and now I taye none tg leaye it with, nor | 
a hays ; 
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poſes of my heart are broken off, and the 
comfort of all my other enjoyments” blaſt- 
ed by this ſtroke, in one hour. How are 
the pains and cares of many years periſhed? | 


I. Anſwer, 


How many are there in the world, yea 
of our own acquaintance, whom God hath 
either denied,or deprived both of the com- 
| forts of Children and of Eſtates. too? If 
| he haveleft you thoſe outward comforts, - 
| you ought toacknowledge his yooone S + 

therein, and not to ſlight theſe becauſe he- 
_hath deprived you of the other- 


yX% Anſwer. 


Though your-children be gone;yet God : | 
| hath many children left inthe world,vohoſe - - I 
; bowels you may refreſh with what he hath - | 
beſtowed upon you ; and your-charity to - 
them will doubtleſs turn to a more com- 


haveI any comfort tothink of it; the pu- -- 


fortable account, than if you had left a' || 


large eſtate to your own poſterity. 

Surely we are not ſent into this world to - 
heap up our great Eſtates for our children ;-- 
and if you have been too eager in this de- 
{12n, you may now read Gods juſt rebuke. : | 
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of your folly. Bleſs God you have yet an | 
opportunity to ſerve God eminently by 
your Charity : and if God deny you other 
Executors, let your own hands be your 
Executors to diſtribute to the neceſſity of 
the Saints ; that the bleflings of them that 
are ready to periſh may come upon you. 


II. Plea. 


O but theRemembrance of its witty 
words and pretty actions is wounding. 


I. Anſwer, 


Li 
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Let it rather lift up your heart to God in 
praiſe, that gave you ſo defireable a child, | 
than fill your heart with diſcontent at his | 
hand in removing it. How many Parents 
are there in the world whoſe children God || 
hath deprived of reaſon and underſtanding | 
ſo that they only differ from the beaſts in X\ 
external ſhapeand figure ? And how many 
ſhew berimes 10 perverſe a temper, that 
little comfort can be expected from them? 
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2. Anſwer. 
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2. Anſwer. 


Theſe are but ſmall circumſtances and 


trivial things in themſelves; but by theſe 


little things, Satan manages a great defign 
againſt your ſouls to deje& or exaſperate 
it: and ſurely this is not your buſineſs at 
this time 3 you have greater things than 
the words and ations of children to mind; 
to ſearch out Gods end in the afflition : 
to mortifie-the corruption it is ſent to re- 
buke, to quiet your heart in the will of 
God :- This is your work. 


12. Plhs.-- 


Laſtly, It is objected, O but God hides 
his face from me in my affliction, it is-dark 
within as well as without, and this makes 


my caſe moſt deplorable, greatly afflicted, 
and fadly deſerted. | 


I. Anſwer. 


Though you want at preſent ſenſible 
comfort, yet you have reaſon to be thank- 
ful for gracious {upports. Though the 
light of Gods countenance ſhine not upon 
you; yet you find the everlaſting arms are 
4 under- 
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underneath you ; the care of God work: 1 
eth for you, when the conſolations of God | { 
f 


are withdrawn from you. 


2. Anſwer. 


To have God hide his face in the time of 
trouble is no new, or anuſual thing. God's 
deareſt Saints ; yea his own Son hath ex-. * 
perienced it 3 who in the deeps of inward 
and outward trouble, when wave called 
unto wave, felt not thoſe ſweet ſenſible 
influences of comfort from God which had 
. always fall'd his ſoul formerly, If Chriſt 
cry inextremity, 4y God, My God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me ? Then {ure we need 
not wonder, as if {ome ſtrange thing had 
happened to us. | 


| 
| 


3, Anſwer, | 


May not your unfubmifhve carriage un- + 
der the Rod provoke God to hide his face 
from you? Pray conſ1der it well,nothing is 
more probable than this, to be the caule 
of Gods withdrawment from you. Could 
you in meeknelſs and quietneſs receive that - | 
cup your Father hath given you to drink? | 
accept the puniſhment of your iniquitiesz |} 
lay good is the word of the Lord, it is the | 


Lord, tet him do what he will. You would 


\ 
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ſoon find the caſe altered with you; but 
the comforting ſpirit finds no delight or 
reſt in a tarbulent and tumultuous breaſt. 

= thus I have fatisfhed the moſt con- 
{iderable Pleas urged in juſtification of our 
Ds 4 © hs 

4. I come now to the la g Propo- 
ſed, namely, the means of curing and pre- 
venting theſe ſinful excefles of ſorrow for 
the death of our dear Relations. 
And although much hath been faid al- 
ready to diſtwade from this evil, and I have 
enlarged already much beyond my firſt in- 
tention ; yet I ſhall caſt in ſome farther 
help and affiſtance towards the healing of 
this diſtemper, by preſcribing the toliow- 
mg Rules. 

1. Rule. 


If you wonld not mourn exceſſively for the 
lofs of creature-comforts, then veware that you 


fet not your delight and love exceſſrvely or 1n- 


orainately upon them whilſt you enjoy them: 
Strong Aﬀe&1ons make [trong Aﬀiidtions, 
the higher the Tide, the lower the Ebb. 
According to the meaſure of our delight 
in the enjoyment, 1s our griefin the loſs 
of theſe things. The Apoſtle knits theſe 


two graces, Iemperance and Patience to- 
gether 


*1- : 

\ * 

. 

bh 4 

#4 
+ 

4 » 


2 
- 
ns - 


4 
[3 | 


" Ta8 Rules to moderate Sorrow. 


gether in the Precept- 2 Per. 1. 16. And 
It's very obſervable how Intemperance and 
Impatience are inſeparadly linked in ex- 
perience, yea, the experience-of the beſt 
men. You read Gen. 37. 3. How Iſrael | fo 
lowed Feſeph more than all his Children, be- | ca 
. Cauſe he was the Son of hisold age; and made | yo 
| bim a coat of many colours, By 
_ This was the darling, Tacobs heart was \ 
exceedingly (et upon him, his very life was 
' bound up in the life of the Lad. Now 
when the ſuppoſed death of his child was 
brought to him, How did he carry it? 
See ver. 34, 35. And Facob rent his cloaths, 
and put ſackcloth upon his loins; and mourn- 
 &4 for his Son many days : And all his ſons 
and all his daughtersroſe up to comfort him, | 
but he refuſed tobe comforted ? and he ſaid, | 


l 
For 1 will go down into the grave to my ſon . | | 
Too 


mourning, Thus his Father wept for him. 

Here, as in a glaſs, are the effects of ex-_ 
ceſhvelove to a child repreſented. Here 
you may ſee what work immoderate love 
will make, even in a lanctifed heart. Ed 
. O therefore let your mogeration be- 
known to all men, in your delights and 
{orrows about earthly things ; for ordi- 
narily the proportion of the one is an{wer- 
able go the other ; 


: 
: 
1 


2. Rule, - | 
1 Rule, "= 
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2, Rule. 


Tf you would not be overwhelmed with grief 


for the loſs of your Relations, be exath and 


careful in diſcharging your duties tothem while 
you have them. 


-' The teſtimony of your Conſcience that 


you have laboured in all things to diſcharge 
the quties you owed to your Relations, 
whilſt they were with you, w1ll prove an 
excellent allay to your ſorrows for them 
when they are no longer yours. Tis not 
{o much the ſingle affliction as the Guilt 
charged upon us in times of affliction, that 
makes our load fo heavy. 

O what a terrible thing is it to look 
upon our dead friend, whilſt Conſcience 
is accuſing and upbraiding us for our duties. 
neglected, and ſuch or {ſuch {1ns commit- 
ted? O you little think how dreadful a 
ſpectacle this will make the dead body of 
thy friend to thee. 

Conſcience if not quite ſtupid, or dead, 
will ſpeak atſuch a-time. O therefore, as | 
ever you-would provide for a comfortable 
parting at death, or meet againat Judg- 
ment 3 be exact, punctual and circumſpect 
in all your Relative duties. 


8 2. Rule. 
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3. Rule. 


If you would not be overwhelmed by trouble 
for the loſs of dear Relations, then turn to God 
under your trouble, and pour out your ſorrows 
by prayer into his boſom. | 

This will eaſe and allay your troubles : 
Bleſſed be God for the ordinance of pray- « 
_ er; How much are all the Saints behold- 

ento it at all times, but eſpecially in heart 


{inking and diftreſsful times ! It's ſome re-. | ; 


hef, when in diſtreſs, we can pour out our 
trouble into the boſom of a Wite,or faith- 
ful friend; how much more when we 
leave our complaint before the gracious, 
wiſe and faithful God > I told 78 before 
of that holy man, who having loſt his dear - 
and only Son, got to his cloſet ; there 
poured out his ſoul freely to the Lord, and 
when he came down to his friends that 
were waiting below to comfort him, and 
fearing how he would bear that ſtroke; he 
came from his duty with a cheartul coun- 
tenance, telling them he would be content 
to bury a Son ( if it were poſſible ) every 
day, provided he might enjoy ſuch com- 
oe. as his ſoul had found in that private 
hour. 

Go thy way, Chriſtian, to thy God, get 

| | thee 
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thee to thy knees in the cloudy and dark 
day : retire from all creatures, that thou 
maiſt have thy full liberty with thy God, 
and there pour out thy heart before him , 
in free, ful-and broken-hearted confeſſt- 
ons of fin : Judge thy ſelf worthy of Hell 
| as well as of this trouble : Jaſtifie God in 
all his ſmarteſt ſtroaks ; beg him in this 
\ diſtre($ to put under thee everlaſting arms, 
ntreat one ſmile, one gracious look to en- 
lighten thy darkneſs and chear thy droop- 
|ing ſpirit, Say with the Prophet, Fer. 
17.17. Be 70t thou aterror to me +, thou art 
my kope in the day.of evil, And try what re- 
lief ſuch a courſe will afford thee. Surely 
ifthy heart be ſincere in this courſe, thou 
| ſhalt be able to ſay with that holy man, 
Pal. 94. 29. In the multitude of my thoughts 
which 1 had within me, thy comforts have de- 
lighted my font, 


i 4. Rule. 
If you would bear the loſs of your dear Rela- 
tions with moderation, eye God in the whole 
\ proceſs of the affliction more, and ſecundary 
cauſes and circumſtances of the matter, leſs. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth 5 be- 
cauſe thou ataſt it. Pfal. 39. 9: Conkder the 
hand of the Lord in the whole matter: 
And that, Firſt, 
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Firſt, As'a Soveraign hand , which | 
hath right to diſpoſe of theeand all thy | 
comforts without thy leave or conſent, 
Job 33. 13. 
Seconaly, as a Fathers hand correCing | 
thee in love and faithfulneſs, Prov. 3. rt. 
Whom the Lord loveth; hecorrefeth, as a Fa- 
. ther the Son in whom he delighteth, O-if | 
once you could but lee affliction as a rod 
in a Fathers hand, proceeding from his 
love, and intended for your eternal good; 


How quiet would you then be ! | di 


And (urely if it, craw your heart nearer 
to God, and mortifte it more to this vain- 
world, it is arod in the hand of ſpecial 


love: If itend inyour love to God, doubt. | 1 


not but it comes from Gods love to you. 
Thirdly, As a Juſt and. Righteous hand : 


Hatſt not thou procured this to thy ſelf by. | 


thy own folly 2 Yea, The Loyd is juſt in 


all that is come upon thee : Whatever he 


hath done,yet he bath done thee no wrong. 4 a 


Fourthly, Laſtly, As a moderate and 
merciful hand that hath punithed thee leſs 
, than thine iniquities deſerve : he hath caſt 
thee into aftliction, he might juſtly have 


caſt thee into Hell. It's of the Lords mer- 


cy that thou art: not conſumed. Why 
doththe living man complain ? 


- 


J Rule. 
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5. Rule. 


tf you would bear your afflition with mode« 


| ration, compare 4it with the affliction of other 


men, and that will greatly quiet your ſpt- 
NHS, 

You have no cauſe to ſay God hath 
dealt bitterly with you, and that there is 
no ſorrow like your ſorrow : Look round 
about you,and impartially conſider the con- 
dition that others are in : and they nothing 
inferior to you in any reſpect. You had 
one dead child, 4aron had two at a ſtroke, 
7ob all at one ſtroke,and both theſe by an 
immediate ſtroke from the hang of God. 
Some Godly parents have lived to ſee their 
Children die in their {in by the hand of 


Juſtice: others have ſeen them live to the 
 diſhonour of God, and breaking .of rheir 


own ſpirits : and would have eſteemed it 
2 mercy if they had died from the womb, 
and given up the ghoſt when they came 
out of the belly, as Fob ſpeaks. 
In what miſery have ſome Parents ſeen 
their children He ? God holding them as 
ſo many terrible ſpectacles of miſery be- 
fore their eyes ; ſo that they have begged 
the Lord with importunity, to let looſe 
his hands and cut them off, Death being 
in 
. N 


»— - 
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in their eſteem, nothing to thoſe continual | 
agonies in which they have ſeen them lye 
{weltering from day to day, Oh you lit. 
tle know what a bitter cup others have 
had given them to drink ! Surely if you 
compare, you muſt ſay, the Lord hath 
dealt gently and graciouſly with me. 


+1 Mn Mo at. 


6. Rule. | 9 
| 7 s 
| Carefully ſhut: and avoid whatſoever may| d 
renew your ſorrow, or provoke you to impath| 

ence. | 
Increafe not your ſorrow by the fight of,| tl 

 __- or difcourfes about fad objects, and labour| p 

to avoid them as occaſions preſented r 

the enemy of your Souls, to draw forth] y 

the corruptions of your heart. 

I told »you before, why Facob would] y 
V 
tl 
ft 


'  Rothave thechild of which Rachel died, 
_ called after thename his wife had given, 
Benoni, the Son of my ſorrow, leſt it]. 
ſhould prove a caily- occaſion of renewing 
his trouble for the loſs of his dear Wie; 
- buthe called his name Benjame. | 
- Your impatience is like tinder, or Gun: 
powder ſo long as you can prevent the 
ſparks from falling on it, there is no great] y 
danger : But you that carry ſuch-dangerouy . 
prepared matter in your own hearts ca 
Es 20 
Ml 


from this Scripture, 
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not be too careful toprevent them. Do 
by murmuring as you do by blaſphemous 
thoughts, think quite another way, and 
yive no Occaſion. 


7. Rule. 


In the day of your mourning for the death 


of your friends, ſeriouſly conſider your own 


death as approaching, and that you and your 
dead friend are diſtinguiſhed by a ſmall inter 
val and point of time, 

2 Sam. 11. 13, 1 ſhall go to him. Surely 
the thoughts of your own death as ap- 
proaching alſo, will greatly allay your ſor- 
rows for the dead that are gone before 
you. : 

We are apt to fancy a long life in _ 
world, and then the loſs of thoſe comfor 
which we promiſed our ſelves ſo r:uch of 


from, ſeems an intolerable thing. 

But would you realize your own deaths 
more, you would not be ſo deeply concer- 
ned for their death as you are. Could you 

but look into your own graves more fſeri- 
ouſly, you would be able to look into 
your friends grave more compoledly. 

And thus I have finiſhed what TI deſigned 


Cles 


o 


the ſweetneſs and comfort of our lives : 


The Father of mer- : 


W.ils | he: 
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' Cies and God of all comfort, whoſe ſole 
Perogative it is-to comfort them that are} 
caſt down, write all his truths upon your * 

hearts, that they may abide there, and re- | 
- .duce your diſordered affections to that |. 
frame which beſt (aits the will of God,and 
the profeſſion you make of {ubjection and 


reſtenation thereunto. 


